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The County Commissioners met in a special session on December 6, 2022, in the County Commissioner’s
room. Present were Commissioners Roger Allen and Dale Pickel. Kurt Ifland was absent. Also present were
Ashley Maxwell, Clerk, Commissioner Elect Jim Gwennap and Bob Wagner.

Chad Nillen and Preston Weigel with RWE joined the meeting.

Weigel discussed their company, RWE. RWE is a renewalable energy company and has an interest in bringing
wind energy to Smith County. Weigel stated RWE would like to commence construction in Smith County and
be completed by 2026. This construction would house a minimum of 75 wind turbines. The ideal area is
North and West of Smith Center.

Wagner stated previously Duke Energy contracted land back in 2010 or 2011 and at that time formed an LLC.
That LLC is right in the middle of this area that RWE is looking to construct wind towers.

Gwennap asked about what happens if you don’t have contiguous landowners. Weigel stated the land will
need to be contiguous to work. Gwennap asked about a plan to recruit landowners on board for the project.
Weigel stated he prefers one on one meetings, but he will also do group meetings. He also has an open door
policy.

Allen informed Weigel and Nillen that currently the road department is short employees and behind on roads
due to the shortage and weather. Weigel stated he is in hopes of having a road maintenance agreement for the

life of the project 20-30 years.

Gwennap asked about the expectation of the county. Weigel stated he is only asking for a working relationship.
Gwennap stated with the county already behind which could possibly cause and issue for road maintenance.

Gwennap stated the questions coming from the Commissioners are not intended to be in support or against the
project, they are simply to get answers for how the county will be participating.

Weigel expressed the interest in working alongside the Commissioners.

Gwennap asked about the distance a tower would have to be from a homesite. Weigel stated that would be
twice the distance of the tower.

Kurt Ifland joined the meeting.

The commissioners and Gwennap continued to discuss the road use agreement that will have to be completed
prior to construction with the County.

Gwennap asked if there would be a need for the usage of the landfill during construction. Weigel stated he
doesn’t have an answer on that at this time.
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Weigel asked about the frequency of meetings moving forward. The Commissioners asked Weigel to stay in
contact with Maxwell via email or phone.

Weigel, Nillen and Wagner left the meeting.
The Commissioners continued to discuss the overall opinion of the meeting.

As there was no further business, the official meeting was adjourned.
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These minutes are not official until signed by the county commissioners and attested to by the County Clerk.




