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Office of the County Clerk
Journal of Proceedings for the Smith County Commissioners
September 25, 2023

The County Commissioners met in a regular session on September 25, 2023, in the County
Commissioners’ room. Present were Commissioners Kurt Ifland, Dale Pickel and Jim Gwennap.
Also present was Ashley Maxwell, Clerk and Ron Hayes, Truck Foreman.

At 8:30 a.m. Ifland called the meeting to order and Gwennap opened with prayer.

A motion was made by Gwennap and seconded by Pickel to approve the amended minutes
for the 9/18/2023 regular business meeting. Motion carried unanimously.

A motion was made by Gwennap and seconded by Pickel to approve the amended agenda.
Motion carried unanimously.

The Commissioners approved voucher #11819-#11866 and wires for the following accounts:

General Sl 20027
Road & Bridge $24,110.53
Noxious Weed $ 5,289.39
Health $ 3,201.48
Appraiser $ 1,423.60
EMS Grant $ 610.33
Solid Waste $ 235525
EMS $ 5,738.52
Special Alcohol Fund $ 130.39
Health Care Sales Tax $ 107.89
American Rescue Plan $ 2,829.05
Next Gen. E911 $ 539.78
Motor Vehicle Fund $ 340.00
TOTAL $67,931.48

The Commissioners approved payroll #20 for $123,154.62.

Hayes and the Commissioners discussed the following:

1. Ifland discussed A Rd between 180 Rd and 220 Rd. The patching that was done
didn’t hold up and it is now really rough.

2. Ifland also discussed A Rd and 220 Rd intersection and the need for some work.

3. Ifland discussed K Rd between 100 Rd and 80 Rd. Ifland stated there are holes that
need to be patched. Gwennap stated there is a time to patch and also a time to rebuild
the roadway and patch. Gwennap encouraged Hayes to evaluate this area and make
the best decision for the problem.

4. Ifland discussed a bridge on 220 Rd, West of L Rd. Ifland shared there are some

holes that need to be fixed.

Gwennap discussed 90 Rd between X Rd and V Rd.

Gwennap expressed his appreciation for the work on P Rd on the previous Friday.

7. Gwennap discussed 70 Rd between K Rd and L Rd. Gwennap stated this needs to be
done soon. The constituents are having to utilize 4x4 to get out.
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8. Gwennap stated he has concerns with the animosity in the Kensington area while
working with BaseOne and rebuilding the road. Gwennap stated if it continued, he
would like to have some names of the individuals.
9. Hayes shared with the Commissioners a quote from Foley Equipment for damages to
the excavator that caught fire a couple weeks ago.

10. The Commissioners shared some incentive ideas moving forward. The
Commissioners also shared there will be some changes in the evaluation process as
well.

11. The Commissioners asked about whether the tube has been installed on I Rd between
130 Rd and 140 Rd. Hayes stated they have moved equipment out there, but he
believes there was an issue with the communication with Dig Safe.
A motion was made by Gwennap and seconded by Pickel to convene in executive session at
9:00 a.m. for 5 minutes to discuss non-elected personnel, employee discussion. Motion
carried unanimously. Maxwell left the meeting. Also in the session was Ron Hayes.
Regular session reconvened at 9:06 a.m.
12. The Commissioners discussed the excavator. Hayes stated the adjustor has been
here, but we are waiting for the decision of KCAMP.
Tabitha Owen joined the meeting.
Ron Hayes left the meeting.

Owen discussed delinquent taxes and procedures of a sheriff sale. Owen advised the
Commissioners that there was no statutory authority allowing them to abate the taxes from the
date of the sale until the deed was filed. The buyers were given notice that they would need to
have a deed prepared by the mortgage company’s counsel. The timing of the process was not an
issue in which the Commissioner’s could control. Owen advised the Commissioner’s that the
buyer’s could respond through the court case in district court.

Owen left the meeting.

Gwennap shared the inspection bid from KAW Valley for engineering services at the old
hospital. Gwennap stated Bryce Wiehl will be asking the City of Smith Center to contribute to
the engineering inspection as well.

A motion was made by Gwennap and seconded by Pickel to approve the bid from KAW
Valley Engineering, Inc. for $4,750.00 and to give Dana J. Peterson the authority to
communicate and sign on behalf of the county with KAW Valley Engineering, Inc. for said
inspection. Motion carried unanimously.

Gwennap discussed the possibility of hosting a county employee lucheon on November 17,
2023. After discussion the Commissioners will proceed with the lucheon.

Chris Jones joined the meeting.
Mark Kuhlmann joined the meeting and visited with the Commissioners about 180 Rd between

H Rd and I Rd. Kuhlmann stated the ditches are full, need to be cleaned out and the roadway

fixed.
Kuhlmann left the meeting.
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