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Office of the County Clerk
Journal of Proceedings for the Smith County Commissioners
June 16, 2025

The County Commissioners met in a regular session on June 16, 2025, in the County Commissioners’ room.
Present were Commissioners Brady Peterson, Jim Gwennap, and Kurt Ifland. Also present was Joell
Wagenblast, Deputy Clerk, and Travis Story, Assistant Road Supervisor.

At 8:30 a.m. Gwennap called the meeting to order and opened with prayer.

A motion was made by Peterson and seconded Ifland to approve the 6/9/2025 minutes. Motion carried
unanimously.

A motion was made by Ifland and seconded by Peterson to approve the 6/9/2025 agenda as amended.
Motion carried unanimously.

The commissioners approved one tax abatement.
The commissioners approved payroll #12 for $142,474.98.

The commissioners approved voucher #14880- voucher #14883 and wires for the following accounts:
Employee Benefits $55,536.77
Payroll Clearing $40,757.07
TOTAL $96,293.84

Commissioners discussed the air conditioning in the Extension Office and the Probation office. The
commissioners will ask the offices to get bids for window air conditioners and present them to the
commissioners.

The commissioners and Story discussed the following:

1. Peterson asked Story if the road department could reinstall the stop sign at T Rd and 130
Rd.

2. Peterson asked for road work to be done on 30 Rd starting at Highway 281 and going East
to Mt. Hope Cemetery.

3. Peterson discussed a post that was on Facebook concerning road maintenance at 60 Rd,
East of Highway 281. He has driven it and feels it is passable for vehicles but does need
some work to remove the weeds.

4. Gwennap asked for an update on the blade at Concordia. Story stated they are still waiting

to hear back from Foley Equipment.
Gwennap asked for more gravel on S Rd starting at Highway 36 going North to 130 Rd.
Gwennap informed Story that there is gravel on Y Rd that needs to be spread out.

7. Ifland asked if there was an update on the truck in Glen Elder. Story stated that Glen Elder
wasn’t able to fix the problem, so they took it down to Salina.

8. Story informed the commissioners that the CAT roller has been throwing a code and is
down at this time. The mechanics have tried to fix it but have not been able to, so Foley
Equipment will be up here later in the week to work on it.

9. Story stated that once they are done removing the asphalt from the landfill, they will be
moving to the Nichols’ pit to start grinding. They will also start working on fixing potholes
throughout the county.

10. Ifland informed Story that the potholes keep forming by the bridge on G Rd, South of
Highway 9.

Jordan Dettmer joined the meeting.
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11. Story gave the commissioners an updated rock list, road material maintenance list, and

employee project list.

Dettmer discussed the rebid on the bridge project at 140 Rd between E Rd and F Rd. He informed the
commissioners that when they rebid the project, they stated the county will do most of the work, all the
contractors will have to do is come in and put on a new pier. Gwennap stated that he believes there is some
confusion with the rebid. He was under the impression that they were going with a low water crossing and
not going to replace the bridge. Commissioners, Dettmer, and Story talked about what the road department
would have to do to complete this project as rebid. Story asked if there was a possibility they could close
the bridge instead of doing any work to the bridge. Peterson stated that they would have to talk to the
landowners and see if that would be an option.

Dettmer opened the bids for pier construction for the bridge on 140 Rd between E Rd & F Rd:
Reece Construction: $72,933.32
L & M Construction: $43,840.00

Gwennap asked Dettmer if these bids were close to his estimate. Dettmer informed the commissioners he
had estimated the project to cost $56,500.00 and he tries to give a 10% increase with his bids.

Dettmer went over some of the requirement of this project. The Contractor must start that project by
December of this year and they must give the county a 30-day notice when they will be starting. Story and
Gwennap expressed concerns about the conditions of the stringers and whether they would be able to be
reused. Gwennap asked if it would be possible to have the bridge torn out and see if the stringers are usable
before they accept the bid. Dettmer called L & M Construction with the County’s concerns with the
removal of the bridge. L & M Construction is willing to have Smith County accept the bid on condition
that the stringers could be reused.

A motion was made by Ifland and seconded by Peterson to accept the bid from L & M Construction
in the amount of $43,840.00 on the condition that the stringers can be reused. Motion carried
unanimously.

Dettmer and Story left the meeting.

Gwennap informed the Commissioners he had talked to Shane Lamb about adding two more 3-bedroom
apartments to the Old Hospital Rehab project. Lamb will talk to the architect but doesn’t see any problem
with this request.

Keith Wangerin joined the meeting.
1. Wangerin informed the Commissioners that the 3 EMS employees who took the AEMT classes
over in Phillipsburg, have passed their course.
A motion was made by Gwennap and seconded by Ifland to convene in executive session at 9:28 a.m.
for 10 minutes to discuss non-elected personnel. Motion carried unanimously. Wagenblast left the
meeting. Also in the session was Keith Wangerin. No action was taken. Regular session reconvened
at 9:38 a.m.

Wagenblast rejoined the meeting.
Joe Glassman, Kurt Hugo, Paul Thibault, and Tim Kostycz Jjoined the meeting.

Hugo, representative with Carrier, talked about the VRF (variable refrigerate flow) System and how it could

Initials D\@ Jd\ &O







