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Office of the County Clerk
Journal of Proceedings for the Smith County Commissioners
June 27, 2023

The County Commissioners met in a special session on June 27, 2023, in the Courthouse Basement Meeting
room. Present were Commissioners Kurt Ifland, Dale Pickel and Jim Gwennap. Also present was Ashley
Maxwell, Clerk, Mitch Fritz, Road Supervisor, Clay Pickel, Doug Devlin and Travis Devlin.

At 9:00 a.m. Ifland called the meeting to order.
Chad Nillen shared about his company, RWE.

Nillen shared the agenda as follows:

- Update from RWE on project outlook

- Land update
RWE is looking at Smith County as a whole. RWE is wanting to explore all options and is considering an
increase from a 200 mega-watt wind farm to a 300 mega-watt wind farm. This information will be easier
to decide once the wind measurement campaign is completed. Nillen shared that there is currently 8,000
acres leased and 10,000 acres under negotiation. Nillen shared that whoever wants to be included in the
project, can be. Nillen stated the deadline to be included in the project is until construction begins.

- Wind Measurement Campaign
The wind measurement campaign will begin within the next 6-8 months.

- Update on studies
Critical Issues Analysis has been completed and the RWA study has been started as well.

- Walk through of map
RWE’s focus is Smith County.

Gwennap asked at what point Chad Nillen and Preston Weigel will no longer be our contact. Nillen stated
he will be always involved unless he leaves the company or get moves to another project. Nillen explained

that there will be additional contacts as the project moves forward.

Gwennap asked about a time frame for when the county will need to proceed with our legal team in regard
to the road use agreement. Nillen shared that this will take place once RWE has mapped out the turbines.

The Commissioners asked Nillen to communicate monthly with Clerk Maxwell with updates of the project.
The Commissioners encouraged Nillen to have public meetings that exclude the Commissioners.

At 9:57 a.m. a motion was made by Gwennap and seconded by Pickel to adjourn.
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These minutes are not official until signed by the county commissioners and atteSted to by the County Clerk.
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