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Journal of Proceedings for the Smith County Commissioners

June 30, 2014
The County Commissioners met in regular session on June 30, 2014 in the County Commissioners’ Room.  Present were commissioners Roger Allen, Dale Pickel and Denise Sasse.  Also present was Clerk, Sharon Wolters and Mitchell Fritz, Road Supervisor.   
Commissioners corrected and approved the minutes from the June 23, 2014 regular meeting. 

Commissioners approved the agenda.
  
The chairman reviewed and signed the Treasurer’s daily balance sheet envelopes.  The clerk attested his signature. 
Commissioners approved Payroll #13 for $95,012.99.

Commissioners approved voucher #30132 from the following accounts:

General Fund

13500.00

TOTAL
$  
13,500.00


Mitch Fritz discussed the following:
1. Pickel asked about burning trees on Ron Morgan’s land.  Fritz indicated that he will contact Hawkins  and Morgan and work out details for burning the debris piles.
2. Milford Kirchhoff asked Sasse about a culvert on 220 & H Roads.  Fritz indicated that he has taken care of this location.  

3. Pickel discussed a complaint from Otto Levin.  Fritz indicated that he has instructed the blade man in this district to complete the work.

4. Pickel asked about the culvert at Burdette Hermann’s farm.  Sasse indicated that the tube location was not the original location discussed with the land owners.   Fritz said he was not supervisor when the scope of the work was determined would do whatever was instructed by the commissioners to correct any drainage at this location.
5. Commissioners discussed road maintenance on 220 between BB & CC Roads.

6. Commissioners reviewed and signed KDOT Form #1302 Request for Construction for a state bridge contract.

7. Fritz discussed a State of Kansas program through KDOT which allows financial support for replacing small bridges and removing old or damaged bridges with financial assistance.  Fritz will research which bridges in the county might qualify for this program.
8. Sasse asked Fritz to bring recommendations from DeBoer to the commissioners to make any final decision on replacement of bridges.  

9. Fritz asked about a phone stipend for Gary Baetz since he is foreman and uses his cell phone for county purposes.  Commissioners approved a $40.00 per month stipend for Baetz.   

10. Fritz discussed a bridge on 280 Road between Y & Z Roads.  Fritz indicated that the bridge is below 20 feet and needs repair.  

11. Fritz reported that he plans to replace the bridge located on EE Road between 260 & 270 Roads.  Sasse asked for clarification on maintenance of shared roads on the county line.  Fritz reviewed the policy for sharing cost and maintenance.
12. Fritz also discussed maintenance on bridge #178 south of Bellaire on 170 Road.

13. Fritz reported that the blade men will be working dirt roads this week.
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Patrick Eastes, EMS Director, joined the meeting and discussed the following:

1. Eastes reminded the commissioners that they are invited to the EMS interviews today.

2. Eastes reported that the Zoll representative will be doing a department wide presentation and training session this evening.

3. Eastes reported that one Striker cot had to be repaired.  Pickel asked about warranty coverage.  Eastes reported that there was warranty coverage. 

4. Commissioners asked about employee shortage.  Eastes reported that he does not know at this time if there will be a position available.  






David Tucker, Landfill Supervisor, joined the meeting and discussed the following:

1. Tucker indicated that he does not have any additional applicants for the landfill opening since last week.
2. Tucker indicated that he will be going to Garden City for training next week.  Commissioners approved Tucker taking the landfill pickup home so he can leave from there. 

3. Tucker indicated that the household hazardous waste contract will be ready for renewal on November 30, 2014.  Commissioners indicated that they do not wish to change the agreement at this time.  Commissioners asked Tucker to research other options.

4. Tucker discussed the e-waste trailer.  Tucker reported that the pick-up was successful and that the e-waste will be picked up by Osborne County when the trailer is full.

5. Tucker indicated that he will serve donuts at the landfill shop on July 9, 2014 to thank Don Schlatter for his years of service to the county.  Tucker invited the commissioners to attend Tucker stated that Schlatter’s last day will be July 9.

Fritz returned to the meeting and provided a list of road surface miles for each blade district.   Commissioners reviewed the list.  Fritz left the meeting.
Commissioners asked Mogan to come to the meeting to review blade districts.  Mogan answered questions from the commissioners.
Sasse contacted Trevor Engelke by phone.  Engelke indicated that the following locations need maintenance:
1. D Road between 220 & 230 Roads in Cedar Township.

2. 230 Road between E & F Roads. 

3. 210 Road between E & F Roads.  

Commissioners gave the information to Mogan.
Mogan reported that District 9 was created from a portions of other districts for more even distribution.
Wolters reported that the sheriff wanted to advise the commissioners that the sheriff’s department has purchased a vehicle from Kansas Surplus.
Commissioners reviewed the concealed carry information provided by Sheriff Lehman.  Commissioners contacted the county attorney.  The county attorney was unavailable.  No action was taken at this time.
Commissioners received a request from High Plains Mental Health for the 2015 budget.  Commissioners agreed to review the request during the 2015 budget work sessions held in July.
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Sasse contacted Otto Levin by phone.  Levin asked about musk thistle control on G Road between 210 & 220 Roads.   Levin said Jones has been notified.  Levin stated that he feels Jones has done what can be done.    Levin said that he has contacted the county attorney’s office but has not been able to reach her.  Levin asked the commissioners to take action on this location for weed control.   
Laura Hageman, Health Nurse, joined the meeting and discussed the following:

1. Commissioners apologized for missing the farewell potluck last week.

2. Hageman reported that Leisure Construction has started on the roof and found additional damage.   Commissioners asked Hageman to have Leisure Construction resubmit a new cost for the repairs.   Commissioners instructed Hageman to contact Pickel if there is an additional cost over the lowest bid next to Leisure Construction.
3. Hageman asked the commissioners for direction in payroll budget.  Commissioners instructed Hageman to figure a $.25 per hour raise in preparing her budget and the commissioners will adjust the wages during their work sessions as needed.

Chad Meyer, Communications Director, joined the meeting and discussed console replacement.   Meyer presented information on the cost for a remote console set up and a total replacement setup.   Meyer reported that the remote access console is kept at the Nex-Tech center and maintained from their location.   Commissioners reviewed the information.   Meyer stated that he will have a Nex-Tech representative come and answer questions if the commissioners if they wish to have additional information.   Wolters agreed to provide information on current console cost next week.
Steve Peterson and Jerry Lambert joined the meeting.

Peterson reported on the last tax task force meeting.  Peterson asked for information on the following:

1. Peterson asked about rock grinding cost per ton if the county grinds the rock.   Sasse reviewed some information received from the road department.   Commissioners provided a copy of a rock cost work sheet but stated that it may not be current because it was prepared some time ago.
2. Peterson asked if the county received a reduced rate on the green rock.  Commissioners stated that they did not compare with private purchases.    Mogan provided a copy of land owner road rock cost.   

3. Peterson asked how many rock pits the county currently has.  Sasse reported that there are 29 pits listed on the open list.  Sasse reported that all of the “open pits” are not usable.  Allen reported that we are currently paying $.30 per yard to current rock pit owners.

4. Peterson asked about tons of rock per mile.  Allen reported that it takes approximately 2000-3000 yards per mile to build a rock road.   Mogan reported that there are 2700 pounds per yard.   Mogan reported that the cost of green rock is $17.00 per ton if Smith County hauls the green rock.  Allen stated that the cost of gravel from Nebraska is $11.50 per ton which includes 20%-30% of the gravel weight being water weight.  Hauling costs are in addition to these price.    Mogan indicated that the cost of using Nebraska gravel and Smith County green rock are comparable in cost because of the greater hauling cost for Nebraska gravel.  
5. Peterson asked about stockpiled green rock.  The commissioners indicated that the green rock located on the mixing strip was unused rock which was designated for another project.
6. Mogan reviewed the FEMA disaster funding requirements.   

7. Mogan reviewed and discussed the bridges.  Mogan reported that there are over 1000 bridges and culverts in Smith County.

8. Peterson asked about the number of times the minimum maintenance roads must be bladed.   Mogan stated that the law requires the road to be worked twice a year.  Peterson asked if the landowner can work the minimum maintenance roads.   Commissioners believed that the land owners could complete work that does not disturb the main structure of the road.
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Peterson thanked the commissioners and left the meeting.

Jerry Lambert asked the commissioners for ditch maintenance on N Road between 50 & 60 Roads.  Lambert left the meeting.
Pickel received a call from Dan Crissman from Leisure Construction.   Commissioners agreed to meet with Crissman at noon today to discuss the roof on the health department.*
Curt Beinhoff contacted the commissioners by phone to discuss A Road between 220 Road and Hwy. 9.  Beinhoff asked if the county could contact the landowner if they plan to remove dirt from the landowners’ property.  Commissioners asked if the dirt was removed from county right-of-way or from his property.  Beinhoff also stated that he felt a tube should be put in at his driveway at his house as well.   Commissioners asked Mogan if the dirt used was from the county right-of-way.  Mogan agreed to research the scope of the work and report back to commissioners.
Woods joined the meeting and provided a current list of the open truss bridges.

Chris Jones, Noxious Weed Supervisor, joined the meeting and discussed the maintenance of noxious weeds.   Sasse asked about musk thistle in the county right-of-way.  Jones stated that the county is responsible for the right-of-way weed control.  Commissioners agreed to have Jones write Mann a letter asking for him to provide a plan for weed control at the location reported by Levin earlier today.
As there was no further business, the meeting was adjourned. 








_____________________________









Roger Allen, Chairman









_____________________________









Denise Sasse, Member 



Attest:






___________________________



_____________________________   
Sharon Wolters, Clerk 




Dale Pickel, Member

These minutes are not official until signed by the county commissioners and attested to by the County Clerk.
*Commissioners met with Dan Crissman at the health department.  Commissioners instructed Crissman to repair the roof correctly which will add additional cost.  Commissioners will take action in the meeting held July 7, 2014.

