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Journal of Proceedings for the Smith County Commissioners

April 21, 2014
The County Commissioners met in regular session on April 21, 2014 in the County Commissioners’ Room.  Present were commissioners Roger Allen, Dale Pickel and Denise Sasse.  Also present was Clerk, Sharon Wolters and Mitch Fritz, Road Supervisor.   
Commissioners approved the minutes from the April 14, 2014 regular meeting. 

Commissioners approved the agenda.
  
The chairman reviewed and signed the Treasurer’s daily balance sheet envelopes.  The clerk attested his signature. 
Commissioners signed the road and bridge contract for the state bridge project.
The commissioners approved Voucher #29757-29799 from the following accounts:

General Fund




  7167.57

Noxious Weed



  
  2409.00
Co. Health



  
  7673.72
Appraiser



    
    623.78
Solid Waste


 
  
    208.10
EMS Grant Fund



  2745.00
EMS





10751.20




       
 
TOTAL

    
  
 $         31,578.37
Walt Hill, Dave Anderson, and Sandra Loon , High Plains Mental Health representatives; and Walt Keever and Dave Herl, Smith County representatives joined the meeting and discussed the annual funding request for Smith County.  Loon also explained the Homeward Bound respite care for children.   Hill asked for the same 2015 High Plains Mental Health funding as in 2014.   Hill also invited the commissioners to the 50th Anniversary Banquet to honor the High Plains Mental Health services offered in Northwest Kansas.   Hill thanked the commissioners for their continued support.   Sasse thanked Herl and Hill for their volunteer services to Smith County.

Fritz discussed the following:

1. Fritz reported that he has asked Rice to work bridge crew

2. Fritz discussed bridge maintenance on bridge #148 on I & 130 Rds.

3. Allen discussed 120 Road between Z & BB Roads and Allen felt it should have been on the rock list for several years.

4. Allen asked about CC Road between 210 & 220 Roads.  Allen stated that Jim Schlatter wants to put up fence at this location.
5. Fritz stated that they will complete 5 miles at the current location and then will move north to complete several more rock requests.

6. Pickel asked about tree maintenance 2 miles east and ½ mile north of Smith Center.

Dave Tucker, Landfill Supervisor, joined the meeting and discussed the following:

1. Tucker reviewed a class on Post Closure reporting.  Tucker reported that Penco Engineering prepares the Smith County reports.

2. Wolters stated that Jones asked about purchasing a retaining bar for the e-waste trailer.  Commissioners approved purchasing a retaining bar and board for the trailer.
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Bruce Lehman, Sheriff and David Lloyd, Under-Sheriff joined the meeting.  Lehman indicated that he is considering hiring a new officer who has received certification training in the past year.  Lehmann indicated that the county will owe his current employer for the cost of his law enforcement training if he is hired.  Lehman stated that the cost is approximately $9000.00.
Pickel asked Lehman about preventing sign damage in the county.  Lehman said that they need information on the damaged signs.
Dennis Pletcher joined the meeting and asked about putting a tube in at the entrance to his home in Garfield Twp. on 260 Road between W & X Roads.  Fritz rejoined the meeting and discussed adding an additional 6 foot of cement culvert at this location.   Fritz asked about removing the cement culvert and putting in a 40 foot tube because additions to cement tubes are not easy to do correctly and Fritz felt removing the old cement would be best.   Fritz indicated that the county will provide a tube for a resident’s driveway.
Allen called the official road closing hearing to order.  No public comments were received.  Pickel made a motion and it was seconded by Allen to adopt Resolution # 04-08 to close the road as published.  Motion carried unanimously.
Commissioners reviewed the most recent ROZ (Rural Opportunity Zone) report.  
Patrick Eastes, EMS Director, joined the meeting and asked the commissioners if they have any topics for discussion.  Sasse asked about schedule for EMS employees.  Eastes reviewed recent transfers that required extra hours.   

Wolters presented a draft resolution based on recommendations from Eric Richert, Shawnee County Attorney, and mapping work completed for the commissioners by Steve Thompson.  Commissioners discussed commissioner district alignment.  
Laura Hageman, Health Nurse, joined the meeting and discussed the following:
1. Hageman reviewed health department officers and board members.   
2. Hageman reported that she will be attending a Navigator Update meeting this Weds.

3. Hageman said she will be attending the Aging Expo on Friday.

4. Hageman asked about replacing a member on the Health Department Advisory Board.   Hageman asked the commissioners for suggestions.  

A motion was made by Sasse and seconded by Pickel to adopt Resolution #04-07 to redistrict as shown in the Resolution number 04-07 maps attached according to the requirements of K.S.A. 19-402 which require the county commission to reevaluate and realign the commissioner districts as close to equal as is possible.   Motion carried unanimously.  (Maps attached as specimens for review.)
Art and Linda Befort joined the meeting and reported on their recent attendance to the KOR (Kansas Organization of Recyclers) and KDHE (Kansas Department of Health and Environment) recycling conference.   Befort provided a copy of the condensed KDHE report conducted in 2013 on recycling in Kansas for the commissioners to review.   Befort suggested that the most efficient method of recycling is having an on premise storage and transporting location for recycling.  Befort reported that he has met with the City of Smith Center to discuss participation in a recycling project.   Befort reported that a common practice seems to be that the cities and counties cooperate in joint efforts that facilitate a recycling program.   Befort stated that he feels the most feasible solution will be a storage facility of some sort.
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Commissioners asked some questions about solutions for a collection facility.   Befort stated that the starting equipment cost will be about $25,000.   Sasse asked about the cost of personnel to staff the facility.   Linda Befort suggested volunteers to staff the collection and sorting portion of the project.   Beforts offered to facilitate the administration and organization for the recycling program.   Befort suggested a coordinated finance effort between the county and the City of Smith Center and then using current city and county personnel to assist in the processing.  Befort suggested that the other cities in Smith County could have a parked recycling trailer that could deliver the recycled trash back to the sorting facility in Smith Center.   Allen stated that he felt that the commissioners will be open to program development if the city of Smith Center can provide a facility to use as a collection center.  Befort thanked the commissioners for the opportunity to pursue the research project.   
Garoleen Wilson joined the meeting to review a Neighborhood Revitalization Plan for Smith County.   Allen asked about some additional changes.  Wilson reviewed additional suggested changes.  Commissioners asked Wilson to return when they have more time and can review the document.
Rob Reitz joined the meeting and asked the commissioners about removing bridge #200 located in Center Twp. on 200 Road.  Commissioners restated that the bridge replacement cost is approximately $200,000.00 and they do not plan to replace the bridge at this time.  Reitz was not satisfied with the removal of trees at this location and did not feel that the work completed is sufficient to correct the drainage problem.   Reitz did not feel re-rocking the road at this location was necessary.   Commissioners agreed to speak with the road foreman about putting an additional tube at this location.   
As there was no further business, the meeting was adjourned. 








_____________________________









Roger Allen, Chairman









_____________________________









Denise Sasse, Member 



Attest:






___________________________



_____________________________   
Sharon Wolters, Clerk 




Dale Pickel, Member

These minutes are not official until signed by the county commissioners and attested to by the County Clerk.

