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Journal of Proceedings for the Smith County Commissioners

March 28, 2016
The County Commissioners met in regular session on March 28, 2016 in the County Commissioners’ Room.  Present were commissioners Denise Sasse, Roger Allen and Dale Pickel. Also present were Sharon Wolters, Clerk; and, Mitch Fritz, Road Supervisor.   
Commissioners corrected and approved the minutes from the March 21, 2016 regular meeting.  
The Commissioners approved the agenda.
  
The chairman reviewed and signed the Treasurer’s daily balance sheet envelopes.  The clerk attested his signature. 
Commissioners approved vouchers # 33286-33340 from the following accounts:


General




12829.60


    
    
   

Road




59329.32  

Health




  3658.58  

Appraiser



    169.26
     




  


EMS Grant Fund



  3590.00

Landfill




    209.18



     

EMS




  6711.70

TOTAL


        
 $           86,497.64
Fritz discussed the following:

1. Fritz reported on the recommendations for Bridge #221 made by Jerol DeBoer, Penco Engineering, and discussed the size of stringers.  Commissioners agreed to use the larger stringers.  

2. Fritz reported on the back hoe accident which occurred in the road department last week.  Fritz reported that there were no injuries or damages.
Sasse made a motion and Allen seconded the motion to use $1650.00 from the Health Care Sale Tax Fund to be sent to High Plains Mental Health to compensate for a shortage in the levied funds which provide services for Smith County residents.  Motion carried unanimously.   
Myra Oliver and David Tucker joined the meeting.
Sasse made a motion and it was seconded by Pickel to convene in executive session from 9:05 a.m. till 9:25 a.m. for a job interview.  Also in the session were Myra Oliver and David Tucker, Landfill Supervisor.  Motion carried unanimously.   Commissioners offered Oliver the seasonal job at the landfill.

Oliver left the meeting.  

Tucker reviewed the Posi-Shell purchase.  Tucker also discussed disposal of large tarps used for temporary grain storage.  No action was taken at this time.

Tucker left the meeting.

Patrick Eastes, EMS; and, Mitch Fritz, Road Supervisor, joined the meeting.

Fritz continued reporting as follows:

3. Fritz addressed the Thornburg Church request for a railing in the county right-of-way by the Thornburg Church.  Fritz reported that he has visited with Mark Overmiller and plans to place a tube at this location.

4. Fritz reported that the Schlatter rock pit is opened.

Fritz left the meeting.

Bruce Lehman, Sheriff; and, Chad Meyer, Communications Director, joined the meeting.   

Pickel contacted potential bidders for the concrete for the courthouse  picnic table.  Commissioners agreed to open the bids next week in their regular meeting.
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Eastes, Lehman and Meyer discussed Resolution 11-03.  Pickel stated that he would like to know if the change would affect any of the fire departments.  Lehman reported on the 800 mghtz. radio use.  Meyer reviewed use for 800 mghtz. use for state radio contact.   Meyer reported that the new radio system allows all types of transmission.  Meyer reported on current operating procedures.  
Sasse made a motion and it was seconded by Allen to rescind Resolution # 11-03 because it is no longer needed due to the new technology that allows for communication from all radio systems to be available for multi-jurisdictional incidents.  Motion carried unanimously.
Lehman and Meyer left the meeting.

Eastes reported that the City of Newton is still willing to continue in our previous agreement to purchase the used ambulance units from Newton.   Eastes also discussed purchasing a Gator for emergency response.  Eastes reported that Landmark has submitted a proposal for a 2103 Gator with a hydraulic snow blade.   Commissioners contacted Landmark.  After some discussion, commissioners did not wish to purchase the Gator at this time.
Jim Gwennap and Mitch Fritz joined the meeting. Gwennap discussed road maintenance on 40 Road between J & K Roads in Martin Township.   Gwennap asked about erosion maintenance at this location and why he was not contacted about the work at this location which affected his field entrance.    Gwennap also discussed the current burning ban.  Gwennap asked for flexibility in controlled bans.   Gwennap asked about tree maintenance on 90 and 60 Roads.   Gwennap asked if the commissioners could follow-up and have the tree maintenance completed.  Gwennap left the meeting.   Commissioners recommended to Fritz that they remove trees when possible.    
Fritz left the meeting.

Commissioners contacted three of the five the Smith County fire chiefs to seek their opinion about removing the burning ban.  Athol Fire Chief and Kensington Fire Chief was not available.  All fire chiefs contacted recommended leaving the ban on  or until conditions change.   Commissioners took no action at this time.
Fritz returned and reported that he ordered 9 stringers for use on Bridge #221.

Wolters left the meeting to act as Public Information Officer due to a high school bomb threat.  Amanda Rust assumed taking minutes for the meeting.

Kathy Hansen, Appraiser, joined the meeting and discussed a BOTA hearing on one building for Global Country of World Peace.  Hansen will attend the hearing on April 7, 2016.  Hansen reviewed the change in taxes if the hearing is not in the county’s favor. Commissioners contacted Tabitha Owen, County Attorney. Owen agreed to look over the appeals paperwork and contact Hansen at that time. 
Hansen left the meeting. 
Vernon Reinking joined the meeting. Reinking discussed the new vacation policy with the commissioners. Allen made a motion and it was seconded by Sasse to convene in executive session from 11:45 a.m. until 12:00 noon. Motion carried unanimously.  Regular session reconvened at noon.  No action was taken.
As there was no further business, the meeting was adjourned.
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These minutes are not official until signed by the county commissioners and attested to by the County Clerk.

