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Journal of Proceedings for the Smith County Commissioners

June 17, 2013
The County Commissioners met in regular session on June 17, 2013 in the County Commissioners’ Room.  Present were Dale Pickel, Denise Sasse and Roger Allen, Commissioners.  Also present was Clerk, Sharon Wolters; Ted Mogan, Rock Foreman; and, Phillip Pennington, Road Supervisor.
Commissioners approved the minutes from the June 10, 2013 regular meeting. 

The chairman reviewed and signed the Treasurer’s daily balance sheet envelopes.  The clerk attested his signature.

Commissioners approved the agenda.
 
Commissioners reviewed the mail. 

Commissioners approved payroll #12 for $85,555.90.
Commissioners reviewed and signed a Federal Allotment Fund contract for the road department.
Phillip Pennington, Road Supervisor, discussed the following:
1. Pennington reported that the excavator is out of the creek and the insurance adjuster will be here today.  Commissioners agreed to meet with the adjuster at 1:00 p.m. today.
2. Pennington reported that he placed a “Children Playing 25 mph” sign east of Smith Center.

3. Pennington said that he has received calls about putting gravel on C Road.  Pennington reported that four miles of the 6 mile stretch has gravel on it as was requested by several taxpayers who live on the road.  Commissioners asked about the cost of the gravel.  Pennington reported that the gravel cost more than the green rock originally planned for that location.  Pennington agreed to bring the final cost comparison to the commissioners next week.


Kathy Hansen, Appraiser, joined the meeting and discussed extension of her contract.  Sasse asked about the certification process.  Hansen reported on the state requirements for certification.  Hansen reported that she must complete 120 hours of classroom training every four years to retain her certification.  Hansen reported that the state has proposed increasing educational hour requirements to 160 hours per four years.   Hansen requested an increase in pay.  Commissioners agreed to visit with the auditor.  Sasse made a motion to renew Hansen’s contract for four years.  Pickel seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.  Commissioners agreed to review the salary with the auditor during 2014 budget preparation in July.
Wolters received a request to review the drug plan for Smith County employees as it relates to allergy injections.  Wolters explained that the allergy related medications were previously covered.  No change in coverage was made at this time.  
Ken Beran and Brett Henry, ABBB, Chtd. joined the meeting and presented the 2012 Audit Report.   Beran also reviewed the management letter.  Commissioners signed a client representative letter for the audit.  
Laura Hageman, Health Nurse, joined the meeting and reported that she will be in training for two days this week.  

A motion was made by Allen and seconded by Sasse to convene in executive session to to discuss non-elected personnel from 11:45 a.m. till 11:55 a.m.  Motion carried unanimously.  Also in the session were Sharon Wolters and Laura Hageman.  Daniel Press, Kutak Rock also joined the meeting by telephone.  Regular session reconvened at 11:55 a.m.  Commissioners instructed Hageman to wait for Mr. Press to provide additional information requested prior to discussing any FMLA procedures for the county.
Commissioners approved voucher #27846 for $53,224.00 from the road department.
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Lehman and Doxey joined the meeting.

Bruce Lehman, Sheriff, discussed the following:

1. Lehman thanked Allen for assisting with barricades during the recent tornado.

2. Lehman discussed the plumbing problems at the law enforcement building.  Lehman also thanked Pickel for assistance with the plumbing service at the law enforcement center.  Lehman reported that he has instituted additional controls for the prisoners.  Lehman provided a map for the clerk’s records of the law enforcement plumbing.
Margaret Doxey, discussed the following:

1. Doxey reported that the battery back-ups for the communications department need to be replaced.  

2. Doxey indicated that the computer known as the “state” computer for communications is in need of repair or replacement.  Doxey asked Lanus to check the computer and see if it can be repaired.  Doxey informed the commissioners that the computer will need to be replaced if it cannot be repaired.
3. Doxey reported that the dispatcher completed an extra test this morning to check the paging system.

Patrick Eastes, EMS Director, joined the meeting and discussed the following:

1. Eastes asked the commissioners how they wished to have account write-offs handled in the future.  Commissioners agreed to leave the same procedure in place at this time.
2. Eastes discussed comp-time.  Wolters reviewed the personnel policy and the Department of Labor requirements for accruing comp time.  Wolters indicated that department heads can require employees to take overtime pay if it creates additional scheduling problems for their department.

3. Eastes reported on the May statistical report.  EMS received 39 calls in May.

4. Allen asked Eastes about purchasing a “new” ambulance.  Eastes indicated that he has contacted the city from which he has previously purchased used ambulances.  Eastes believes in the next six months he will have an ambulance available. 

Sasse made a motion and it was seconded by Pickel to approve a payment of $23.75 to the Smith County Pioneer from the CVB fund.  Motion carried unanimously.
Deb Hays, Emergency Manager, joined the meeting and discussed the following:

1. Hays reported on the application for the EMPG grant funding.  Allen signed the grant request.  Hays reported on the Emergency Operations Plan.  
2. Hays discussed a second in line for the Emergency Manager in the event she was unable to fulfill her job duties.  Hays reported that Wolters has been filling that position and will not be available due to the loss of office staff.   Hays indicated that this may need to be a paid position.  Hays also reported that there are educational requirements for the job.
3. Hays asked commissioners to approve her request from the state for reimbursement of the EOP for 2013.  Commissioners approved Hays’ request.

4. Hays also discussed misinformation that was given in a meeting earlier today.  Hays wanted the commissioners to know that she has not accepted a position as Norton County Emergency Manager.   
Commissioners approved a pay increase for Dave Tucker for completing six months of service to the county.

As there was no further business, the meeting was adjourned.
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These minutes are not official until signed by the county commissioners and attested to by the County Clerk.


