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Journal of Proceedings for the Smith County Commissioners

March 16, 2015
The County Commissioners met in regular session on March 16, 2015 in the County Commissioners’ Room.  Present were commissioners Roger Allen, Denise Sasse, and Dale Pickel.   Also present was Sharon Wolters, Clerk; and, Mitch Fritz, Road Supervisor.   
Commissioners corrected and approved the minutes from the March 9, 2015 regular meeting. 

Commissioners approved the agenda.
  
The chairman reviewed and signed the Treasurer’s daily balance sheet envelopes.  The clerk attested her signature. 
Commissioners approved vouchers #31461-31464 from the following accounts:

General
4154.55

Road 
                  452.76

Noxious Weed
                   402.85

Health

  759.61

Appraiser

  106.29

Solid Waste
 
    15.75

EMS

  645.64

TOTAL
              $6,537.45
Sheriff Bruce Lehman joined the meeting and discussed the following:
1. Lehman reported that the Kensington community leaders and concerned citizens met to discuss a proactive safety program.   A Highway Patrol Safety Council Officer attended and discussed some safety program options.  Lehman asked the commissioners if one of them can attend the next meeting scheduled for April 9, 2015 at 10:30 a.m.    Lehman also reported that Laura Hageman, Health Nurse, discussed a grant that may be available to assist with purchasing literature addressing safety.

2. Lehman reported that he has prepared to sell the impounded van.  The van will be listed on Stortz Auction.  He reported that the impounded auto was removed and asked the commissioners to reconsider where an impound yard can be located.
3. Lehman discussed the Smith County Foreign Animal Disease Trailer.  Commissioners agreed to purchase new tires and repair the tag light with courthouse general funds.

Cary Tucker joined the meeting, thanked the commissioners for road work completed, and discussed the current burning ban.  Tucker reported on all precautions he has taken to prevent the fire damage.  Sasse explained the information that she received from the county attorney, the state fire marshal’s office, local emergency manager and a local fire chief.  Commissioners explained that they will reconsider the ban when weather conditions permit.  Tucker thanked the commissioners and left the meeting.
Mitch Fritz, Road Supervisor, discussed the following:

1. Fritz reported that rock project on N Road between 40 & 50 Roads is complete.

2. Fritz reported that the road dept. is hauling rock on 50 Road between N & O Roads.

3. Fritz reported that the rock grinder has moved to the Hawkins rock pit.

4. Fritz reported that the blade men will continue to work dirt and gravel roads until weather conditions allow them to move to rock roads.

5. Fritz discussed bridges #44,78, 93,  and 145.  Fritz reported that each bridge needs to be replaced or repaired in order to meet state standards for safety.  
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6. Commissioners agreed to meet with Fritz in an extended session to be held today at 1:00 p.m. to view roads.
7. Jill Gibson, Treasurer’s office provided a copy of the driver’s license manual which shows the county road speed limits.
Brock Hutchinson  joined the meeting and asked the commissioners to view the memorial and decide about additional mulch.  Commissioners agreed to contact Hutchinson after viewing the memorial area.

Dave Tucker, Landfill Supervisor, joined the meeting and discussed the following:

1. Tucker asked about selling one of the recycle trailers.   Commissioners did not wish to sell at this time.
2. Tucker asked about the commissioners attending a HHW Group meeting.  Allen agreed to attend.
3. Tucker discussed selling the hedge posts.  Tucker reported that he has not received any purchase offers at this time.  Sasse indicated that she felt $4.00 per post is acceptable.   Commissioners agreed to accept any “reasonable” offer to be considered when the offer is received on a first come, first serve basis.  Allen offered $4.00 per post for 200 posts.  A motion was made by Sasse and seconded by Pickel to sell 200 posts to Allen for $4.00 per post.  Motion carried.  Allen abstained.

4. Tucker reviewed past due landfill charges for the roll off box.  Wolters agreed to send out final notice and turn the unpaid bills over to the county attorney if not collected in the next 30 days.
Patrick Eastes, EMS Director, joined the meeting and discussed the following:

1. Eastes reported that he has submitted the ambulance license renewal request.
2. Eastes reported on ambulance vehicle maintenance.
Chad Meyer, Communications Director, joined the meeting by phone.  Meyer reviewed the contract provided.  Commissioners agreed to sign the maintenance contract for the Voice Recorder in the communications department.   Sasse signed the agreement.
Mitch Fritz returned with additional information on county road speed limits.  Commissioners reviewed the information.
Laura Hageman, Health Nurse, joined the meeting and discussed the following:

1. Sasse signed the State Aid to Local grant applications.

2. Hageman discussed an injury prevention grant and will collaborate with the Smith County Law enforcement, and EMS to apply for the grant.

3. Hageman reported that she has a computer with a bad hard drive.  She is comparing the cost of replacement to the cost of repairing the computer.
4. Hageman asked the commissioners to discuss a personnel issue.   A motion was made by Sasse and seconded by Pickel to convene in executive session to discuss non-elected personnel from 10:40 a.m. till 11:15 a.m.  Motion carried unanimously.   Regular session reconvened at 11:15 a.m.
Fritz returned to the meeting and provided additional information on speed limits.  

Gerry Kirnie joined the meeting and discussed the lawn and snow care for the courthouse.  Kirnie provided information concerning options for lawn care.  Kirnie indicated that he would be interested in transferring from the Landfill to the custodian position.   Sasse asked some additional questions. 
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Allen made a motion and Sasse seconded to sell the County Attorney’s extra desk to the City of Smith Center.  Motion carried unanimously.

Commissioners left the meeting at 12:15 p.m. and returned for the extended session at 1:00 p.m.  Present were Denise Sasse, Roger Allen, Mitch Fritz and Sharon Wolters.
Sasse reviewed information for changes on 240 Road between L & M Roads.  Commissioners agreed to view N Road and O Roads.

As there was no additional business, the meeting was adjourned.
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Sharon Wolters, Clerk 




Dale Pickel, Member
These minutes are not official until signed by the county commissioners and attested to by the County Clerk. 

