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Journal of Proceedings for the Smith County Commissioners

July 1, 2013
The County Commissioners met in regular session on July 1, 2013 in the County Commissioners’ Room.  Present were Dale Pickel, Denise Sasse and Roger Allen, Commissioners.  Also present was Clerk, Sharon Wolters; Ted Mogan, Rock Foreman, and, Mitch Fritz, Blade Foreman.
Commissioners approved the minutes from the June 24, 2013 regular meeting. 

The chairman reviewed and signed the Treasurer’s daily balance sheet envelopes.  The clerk attested his signature.

Commissioners approved the agenda.
 
Commissioners reviewed the mail. 
Commissioners received a budget request from Developmental Services of Northwest Kansas for 2014 budget year.

Commissioners approved Payroll#13 for $88,438.95.

Commissioners approved voucher #27896 for $125.00 from the County General Fund.

Wolters reported that she has completed the State Grant Application and was able to submit the Six County NG 9-1-1 grant request.
Tabitha Owen, County Attorney joined the meeting and discussed the following:

1. Owen reported on state statute 75-113 and 12-1672a.  Owen does not believe the Smith County commissioners have legal authority to issue a reward. 
2. Owen reported that she has reviewed the NRP Plan and agreed that Mr. Bainter was in compliance with the 2008 Neighborhood Revitalization Plan as it was written.  The commissioners agreed to instructed the County Treasurer to provide a refund as stated in the plan.  Commissioners agreed to review the plan with the county attorney prior to renewing the plan for 2014.
Jamie Marshall, Smith Center Police Chief and James Dean, Smith County Undersheriff, joined the meeting.

Dave Stortz joined the meeting and discussed law enforcement cooperation between Smith Center City and Smith County law enforcement.  Stortz asked about a single combined law enforcement agency.  Owen asked about options to create an environment of open communication between the departments so citizens will have more effective coverage.  Marshall and Dean indicated that they attempt to have open communication, but with limited numbers of officers, it is not always possible for every officer to be informed on every crime immediately after it occurs.   Stortz also discussed reward money and how to handle provision for rewards.  Stortz asked about publishing victim information.    Dean reported on the method of reporting stolen goods.  Dean also reported that there has been a Facebook page set up for information for the public and notification of Nex-Tech cable has been implemented.  Stortz indicated that he feels there is a lack of communication about victim’s rights and about shared jurisdictional incidents. Stortz asked about the usefulness of reward money.  Dean indicated that there is no guarantee that a reward will expedite the conviction of a criminal.  Owen assured Stortz that cooperation between the city and county is taking place and will continue to be improved with cooperation from both departments.   Owen reported that one of the main problems in crime resolution is that people will not follow through with reporting crimes to the police/sheriff.  Dean agreed to issue a press release that tells victims how to handle a crime scene.   
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Stortz left the meeting.
Dean discussed the damaged sheriff’s vehicle.  Dean indicated that the damaged vehicle is at the body shop and will be covered under the current insurance policy.

Dean also reported that Sheriff Lehman is out of town this week.

Dean reported that Schluckebier should be back to serve as an officer in Smith County in four weeks.

Dean reported that the sewer repair estimates are coming in and repairs should be started soon.
Dale Pickel asked Owen about the tax sale prior to Owen leaving the meeting. Owen is waiting on the abstractor to finish her work.
Dean, Marshall andOwen left the meeting.

Mogan and Fritz discussed the following:

1. Sasse reported a blind corner on 230 and L Road intersection.  Sasse felt that tree trimming may need to be done at this location.

2. Wolters asked commissioners to clarify the holiday policy for seasonal workers.  Commissioners discussed seasonal labor force.  Pickel made a motion and it was seconded by Allen to provide ½ the number of hours for holiday pay if the seasonal employee works the day before and after the holiday and the holiday falls on a regular work day.
3. Wolters asked about clarification on the shared employee for the road department and the EMS.  Commissioners instructed Wolters to pay the amount of holiday pay earned by the department that he is working for the day before and after the holiday.
4. Mogan reported that R Road between 190 and 210 Roads will be rocked this week.

5. Pickel discussed the excavator.  Mogan reported that the insurance company is still negotiating a settlement for the excavator.  Pickel discussed a lease purchase for an excavator and roller replacement as well.  Fritz and Mogan discussed the kind of roller that they preferred.   An approximate cost of $121,000.00 was received for the roller from JCB.   
Dave Tucker, Landfill Supervisor, joined the meeting and discussed the following:

1. Tucker reported that he talked with Osborne County about recycling.  Osborne County requested $280.00 per ton, or approximately $18,000.00 per year.  Commissioners did not wish to process the recycle trash at this time.   Tucker reported that Jewell County brought 1111.5 tons of trash to Smith County in 2012 and Smith County took 71 tons of recycled trash to Jewell County in 2012.  Tucker indicated that the difference in putting our recycled trash in the landfill and no longer receiving trash from Jewell County will extend the life of the landfill pit by 7-10 years.
2. Tucker reported that the trash screens have been delivered.

Patrick Eastes, EMS Director, joined the meeting and discussed the following:

1. Eastes reported that the Smith County Advisory Board By-Laws have been corrected and Eastes presented the corrected plan for signatures from the Chairman and the Clerk.

2. Eastes also reported on the communications committee meeting.  Eastes reported that the communications department recommended that the emergency channel which is currently used for multiple jurisdictional incidents will remain the emergency service channel and also be used for weather watchers.  Commissioners approved the recommendation of the communications board.
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3. Eastes reported that he has a full time employee that will be on a leave of absence starting July 16, 2013 for a period of at least a month.  Eastes reviewed the schedule and reported that he will be using Kenneth Pennington after July 16, 2013 on a regular basis.
4. Eastes discussed the EMS vehicle damaged in a deer wreck.     Eastes asked about the replacement of the vehicle.  Eastes asked if the commissioners wished to purchase a new or used vehicle.  Eastes reported that he does not think the price of a new vehicle can be justified.  Eastes reported that there is equipment funding set aside for the EMS department to pay for a vehicle.   Eastes discussed having a four wheel drive vehicle that can be used as an additional vehicle to move patients in an emergency.  Eastes provided information on some available vehicles.   Eastes reported that he also looked on local dealership web sites and was unable to find low mileage vehicles.   Commissioners instructed Eastes to continue to look for vehicles and report back to them when he can identify vehicles that will work for the needs of the EMS Department.  Pickel discussed purchasing a vehicle to replace the Jimmy now and  looking for a second vehicle at a later time.   Commissioners agreed to come in for a special meeting if Eastes located a vehicle which he wished to purchase prior to the next regular meeting time.
5. Eastes asked about trading tires from the wrecked Jimmy and moving them to the Blazer.  Commissioners approved moving the tires.  

6. Wolters asked about disposing of the Jimmy.  Commissioners indicated that they can sell the vehicle to a salvage yard.

7. Eastes told the commissioners to call his cell phone if they need to contact him.

Eastes left the meeting.

Commissioners instructed Wolters to reinstate comp and collision insurance on the 1999 EMS Suburban and the 2012 Road Department Pump Trailer.

Commissioner had some additional conversation about EMS vehicle purchases.  Commissioners instructed Wolters to call the Kansas State Surplus to see what vehicles are available.  Wolters called the State Surplus and looked on line and reported that she did not see any low mileage vehicles at this time.

Commissioners reviewed the payroll # 13 report.  Commissioners asked Wolters to clarify some payroll information.  Wolters reviewed the hours in question.

Margaret Doxey, Interim Communications Director, joined the meeting and reported the following:

1. Doxey reported that communications department is doing some additional training with new staff.  
2. Doxey reported that the road department channel can still be used for weather watchers if needed.  
3. Doxey also indicated that other channels can be utilized in emergency situations.

4. Doxey discussed collecting contact information for cattle owners who live on the main roads  that might help with 911 calls received by the communications department indicating that cattle are out on the highway.
Commissioners reviewed a letter from Judge Pratt received on 6-26-2013.  Commissioners did not wish to rescind their current resolution.  Wolters agreed to send a copy of the resolution to the judge.
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Commissioners instructed Wolters to get information from Pennington and put out a lease purchase bid rate for a lease purchase agreement on the excavator and/or roller. Wolters agreed to contact the auditor about budget restrictions on purchase and notify banks of a request for bids on interest rates if the auditor indicated adequate funding was available.
As there was no further business, the meeting was adjourned.
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These minutes are not official until signed by the county commissioners and attested to by the County Clerk.


