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Journal of Proceedings for the Smith County Commissioners

July 29, 2013
The County Commissioners met in regular session on July 29, 2013 in the County Commissioners’ Room.  Present were Dale Pickel, Denise Sasse and Roger Allen, Commissioners.  Also present was Clerk, Sharon Wolters; and, Phillip Pennington, Road Supervisor.
Commissioners approved the minutes from the July 22, 2013 regular meeting. 

The chairman reviewed and signed the Treasurer’s daily balance sheet envelopes.  The clerk attested his signature.

Commissioners approved the agenda.
 
Commissioners reviewed the mail. 

Commissioners approved Payroll # 15 for $102,012.23.
Mitch Fritz, Blade Foreman, joined the meeting and discussed the following:

1. Fritz received a request from Ralph Stepp to have his rock request changed to include green rock for the rock request on M Road between 130 and 140 Roads.

2. Sasse discussed O Road pothole maintenance.
3. Fritz asked about 180 Road between E & F Roads. 

4. Sasse discussed the bridge out sign on 230 Road.

5. Fritz discussed bridge removal on X Road between 200 & 210 Roads.  Allen stated that he believes a tree should be removed at this location and the bridge repaired.  Fritz agreed to review the location.
6. Commissioners asked about the rock list and what order of rock maintenance will be completed.  Commissioners agreed to delay the O Road rock until 2014 due to unavailable funding for rock purchase.
7. Pickel asked about rock for 110 Road between S & T Roads.  

8. Pickel asked about rocking 140 Road between S & U Roads.  Fritz indicated that a portion of the road between T & U is dirt.  Baetz will have to purchase rock if he wants it on the portion of the road that is dirt.

9. Allen asked about patching holes on 200 Road from Highway 181 to DD Road.  
Dave Tucker, Landfill Supervisor, joined the meeting and discussed the following:

1. Tucker provided a copy of the landfill plans from Penco Engineering which has been approved by the KDHE.   

2. Tucker asked about taking bids for the C & D pit.  Commissioners indicated that the pit cost was included in the 2014 budget year and will be bid during 2014.

Commissioners discussed asking all department heads and elected officials to break down their personnel line items by employee in the next budget preparation year.  Commissioners reviewed this year’s budget requests to evaluate personnel budgets.
Commissioners asked Stephanie Arment, Register of Deeds, to come to the meeting and discussed 2014 budget numbers.   Sasse reviewed the budget request and asked Arment to clarify the personnel budget line item.   Arment indicated that the part time person was figured at 16 hours per week.  Arment indicated that she increased her own salary to include the added duty of passports.  Sasse reported that the commissioners have set the maximum wage increase for newly elected officials for the 2014 budget which includes only the cost of living increase given county-wide.






Laura Hageman, County Health Nurse, joined the meeting and discussed the following:

1. Hageman discussed schedules for health department employees.

2. Hageman discussed roof repair for the health department.  Commissioners instructed Hageman to contact the First National Bank Insurance Agency to report hail damage and follow through to repair any damage.

Commissioners reviewed a letter from KWORCC.  Commissioners did not wish to appoint anyone as a delegate to the KWORCC Board at this time.
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Patrick Eastes, EMS Director, joined the meeting and discussed the following:

1. Eastes discussed the grill guards for all EMS vehicles.  Eastes indicated that the grill guard estimates that Eastes showed the commissioners last week did not include an additional part needed for the EMS vehicles.  Eastes asked commissioners if they wished to continue with the project after the cost increases were figured.   Commissioners discussed options and decided not to put the grill guard on the EMS unit that will be traded next.  Eastes agreed to identify the timing of replacing the oldest EMS vehicle and will purchase a guard on the vehicle to take appropriate action based on a replacement date.  
2. Eastes asked about selling the wrecked Jimmy for an offer of $300.00.  Commissioners agreed to sell the vehicle for $300.00; but, asked Eastes to contact Anderson Salvage for a price.

3. Eastes asked about locating a lockable cover for the bed of the Avalanche.  Eastes located a cover for $755.00.  Allen indicated that if the EMS budget was sufficient, he should purchase the cover.

Bruce Lehman, Sheriff, joined the meeting and discussed the following:

1. Lehman reported that he has rehired David Lloyd as a Sergeant.
2. Lehman discussed the law enforcement building review by the Fire Marshall.  

3. Lehman asked about the impound lot for the sheriff’s vehicle. Commissioners agreed to purchase the fence including a gate for security and have it installed by the road department employees.
4. Commissioners discussed the budget and reported that they did not wish to enter into any additional lease purchase agreements for the county.   Commissioners indicated that they budgeted for a purchase price.  Allen also suggested a maintenance program in order to extend the life of the vehicles.  
Jerald Ratliff joined the meeting and asked for an all-weather road from south of Hwy. 36 on I road to Railroad Ave. on the east side of Athol.   Ratliff also indicated that it will need to be wider to accommodate the traffic.   Commissioners contacted Pennington to see about the right-of-way.  Pennington agreed to meet with Ratliff and discuss the details of the road maintenance.
Allen made a motion and it was seconded by Sasse to name Sharon Wolters, Clerk as the Smith County Freedom of Information Officer as Maxwell will no longer be able to complete the duties of Freedom of information Officer due to her move to the county attorney’s office.  Motion carried unanimously.  
As there was no further business, the meeting was adjourned.
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Dale Pickel, Member
These minutes are not official until signed by the county commissioners and attested to by the County Clerk.


