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Office of the County Clerk
Journal of Proceedings for the Smith County Commissioners
April 20, 2026

The County Commissioners met in a regular session on April 20, 2026, in the County
Commissioners’ room. Present were Commissioners Kurt Ifland, Brady Peterson and Jim
Gwennap. Also present was Ashley Maxwell, Clerk, Travis Story, Road Supervisor, and Owen
Wagner, Asst. Road Supervisor

At 8:30 a.m. Ifland called the meeting to order and Gwennap opened with prayer.

A motion was made by Peterson and seconded by Gwennap to approve the 4/13/2026 minutes
as amended. Motion carried unanimously.

A motion was made by Gwennap and seconded by Peterson to approve the 4/20/2026 agenda.
Motion carried unanimously.

The commissioners approved payroll #8 for $161,207.13.

Commissioners approved voucher #16338-voucher#16343 and wires for the following accounts:

Employee Benefits $ 69,419.69
Payroll Clearing $ 47,604.94
TOTAL $117,024.63

The commissioners, Story and Wagner discussed the following:
1. Ifland discussed 280 Rd between O Rd and M Rd.
Peterson asked what signage is included in the grant. Story stated the bridge signage is
only for the same signage requirements for FAS roads.
3. Peterson discussed the Highway Officials meeting that was held on April 15. Gwennap
added to the discussion as well.
4. Gwennap asked about the tube for AA Rd. Wagner stated he gave Ace Irrigation contact
information for unloading.
Dana Peterson joined the meeting.
5. Gwennap stated he contacted Gana Corp. They are willing to bring 6 trucks down. They
plan to be here on May 18™. The fee is $150.00/hour and $150.00/day per diem.
6. Gwennap asked if a grid roller had been found. Story stated he located one, but it had sold
already. Ifland stated he had found 3 in the United States.
7. Story shared the survey of the mixing strip. Story stated he was contacted by Lane Devlin
and he would like $500.00/year and a lease negotiation timeframe of 10 years.
8. Gwennap asked if Gary Baetz will have the R Rd project completed this week. Story stated
it should take Gary approximately 3 days.

A motion was made by Gwennap and seconded by Ifland to open the public comment session
for closure of the alleyways in Bellaire. Motion carried unanimously.

D. Peterson stated she is looking to combine lots and the first way of doing that is to close the
alleyways.
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A motion was made by Gwennap and seconded by Peterson to close the alleyways as
published in Bellaire. Motion carried unanimously.
D. Peterson left the meeting.

9. Story asked the board to consider making C Rd between 100 Rd to 170 Rd a gravel road.
Story stated the road will be narrowed and the places of the rock that are down to dirt will
be patched prior to the gravel being laid. Story stated they will also rip the road as well.
The commissioners are interested in making that gravel.

10. Story shared rough estimates for the South 7 miles of C Rd.

Gary Arment joined the meeting.

11. Story asked about hours and extended hours with weather. Story also asked about incentive
pay for the individuals willing to work the “night shift”. The commissioners are in favor
of giving Story and Wagner the authority on hours related to weather. The commissioners
are in favor of a $.50/hour incentive pay.

12. Story stated the grinder is currently in Hawkins’s pit. The goal is to get enough rock ground
for 200 Rd and 110 Rd.

13. Story stated the grinder will move to Cornwell’s pit on May 4" to start grinding for C Rd.

14. Story asked about changing county road speed to 45 mph. The commissioners have
concerns with enforcement.

15. Story stated the semi with the broken frame has been fixed and is back in operation.

16. Story stated the 2016 Kenworth has coolant back in the oil again.

17. Ifland asked if the John Deere blades have any less codes. Story stated there is 1 blade that
is need of a new water pump and another issue. Story stated they did purchase cushions
for the seats and that has made a difference.

Arment discussed E Rd and 180 Rd and the culvert had the top shaved off of it.
Arment left the meeting.

18. Story shared KDOT has made funding available through the Federal Fund Exchange for

$85,178.60. Story will find out where the monies can be applied.
Story and Wagner left the meeting.

Ryan Allen joined the meeting and discussed the following:
1. Allen stated the Stockton inmates came twice to the landfill to do trash pickup. Allen stated
the prisoners are on a monthly schedule.
2. Allen shared Kensington City Wide clean-up is happening.
3. Allen stated recently he has rejected loads in high wind.
Allen left the meeting. Maxwell left the meeting, Joell Wagenblast joined the meeting.

Peterson informed the Commissioners that he attended the open house for Crisis Intervention
Center in Hays. Peterson went on to talk about the layout of the building and the rooms that are
offered to individuals that are struggling with a mental health crisis.

Keith Wangerin joined the meeting and discussed the following:
1. Wangerin informed the commissioner that he will be gone on Thursday to attend the
KEMSA board meeting.
2. Wangerin stated they have started their new schedule rotation.
3. Commissioners informed Keith that the road department will be starting to work on C
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Rd soon and that the work could affect EMS response time for calls.
4. Wangerin stated he will be off some of next week.
Wangerin left the meeting.

At 10:22 a.m. a motion was made by Gwennap and seconded by Peterson to adjourn as there
was no further business. Motion carried unanimously.
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These minutes are not official until signed by the county commissioners and attested to by the County Clerk.
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