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Office of the County Clerk
Journal of Proceedings for the Smith County Commissioners
August 28, 2023

The County Commissioners met in a regular session on August 28, 2023, in the County Commissioners’
room. Present were Commissioners Kurt Ifland, Dale Pickel and Jim Gwennap. Also present was Ashley
Maxwell, Clerk, Mitch Fritz, Road Supervisor.

At 8:30 a.m. Ifland called the meeting to order and Gwennap opened with prayer.

A motion was made by Gwennap and seconded by Pickel to approve the minutes for the 8/21/2023
regular business meeting. Motion carried unanimously.

A motion was made by Gwennap and seconded by Pickel to approve the agenda. Motion carried
unanimously.

The Commissioners approved #11703-#11740 and wires for the following accounts:

General $ 50,695.82
Road & Bridge $108,019.58
Health $ 215:83
Appraiser $ 65995
Solid Waste $ 5,700.25
EMS $ 764.28
Special Alcohol Fund $§  629.30
CVB $ 1,250.00
TOTAL $167,934.51

The Commissioners approved payroll #18 for $127,787.90.

The Commissioners and Fritz discussed the following:

1. Ifland discussed 200 Rd and F Rd. There is a bridge that needs to be looked at.

2. Ifland discussed 100 Rd between Hwy 8 and L Rd. There are ruts from the water running down
the roadway that need addressed.

Kristy Stewart joined the meeting.

3. Ifland stated he drove some of the dirt roads in the Southern part of the county and Brad McCoy
is doing a great job.

4. Gwennap discussed the intersection at 120 Rd and DD Rd. Gwennap stated there is water
coming down the gravel road and also the tube is plugged.

5. Gwennap discussed 120 Rd, East of P Rd. There are ruts in the roadway that need to be filled.

6. Gwennap discussed there are numerous rock roads with ruts about 2 ft. from the edges of the
roadway. Ifland discussed the lack of crown in those roadways. The Commissioners again
discussed the lack of follow through on patching.

7. Gwennap discussed the holes in 50 Rd, East of P Rd. Gwennap discussed evaluating this area
and fixing it properly.

8. Ifland discussed the timing of the rain and reiterating that the employees have the opportunity
to work on Saturdays while the moisture is there.

9. Fritz asked the Commissioners with the start of the BaseOne product North of Kensington, do
the Commissioners wish to pull the trucks off the project? The Commissioners asked what is
required to keep production going on the Kensington project. Fritz stated they are working on
the ditches right now, then they will begin hauling millings. Fritz stated he has secured 60,000
gallons of water but needs more water to continue the project. Fritz stated he will pull the
tandem trucks and drivers and have them start hauling rock to patch roads.
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10. Fritz stated the road department will be working on 140 Rd between P Rd and AA Rd for the
Race to the Center half marathon.

A motion was made by Gwennap and seconded by Pickel to approve the agreement between Smith
County and Kansas Department of Transportation for $250,000.00 to assist in offsetting the local
detour route on Q Rd between Hwy 281 and 310 Rd. Motion carried unanimously.

11. Fritz stated he checked on the water truck, and it has begun progressing through production.

12. Fritz stated the electric hookup at 90 Rd will be put into idle status. Rolling Hills Electric stated
that was a better option if there was a chance to reuse this site in the future.

13. Fritz stated he was asked to close 270 Rd between D Rd and E Rd. The East half of the mile
is already closed, and the request was made to close the West half. The road department will
send out the required paperwork to begin the process.

14. Fritz stated the John Deere 7810 tractor is at Landmark Implement for diagnostic testing.

15. Fritz stated the drag is back out dragging gravel.

Fritz left the meeting.

Stewart discussed the following:
1. Stewart stated Smith County will become their own WIC agency effective soon.
2. Stewart stated they continue to get more WIC clients in Smith County and staff from Smith
County has been assisting Osborne County due to the staff shortages in their office.
3. Stewart stated they continue to do more lab draws.
4. Stewart stated the health department distributed bike helmets at the Fun Fair that was held on
August 5, 2023.
5. Stewart stated the health department will have a booth set up at the Lebanon Bash on September
9, 2023.
6. Stewart will be attending a conference in Kansas City this week.
7. Gwennap discussed the grant opportunities through the State.
Stewart left the meeting.

The Commissioners reviewed the update from Empower with the option to offer a Roth through
KPERS457. The Commissioners are in favor of the option of a Roth benefit.

A motion was made by Pickel and seconded by Gwennap to approve the annual fire alarm inspection
for $150.00 through Fire Alarm Specialists Inc. Motion carried unanimously.

Bryce Wiehl joined the meeting and discussed the authority of the Appraiser. Wiehl stated real estate values
are being adjusted after the sales and prior to closings. Wiehl also discussed the overall value of Smith
County compared to Phillips County. Wiehl inquired about the disposal fees of building materials.

Dana Peterson joined the meeting.

Wiehl left the meeting.

Karen Manning joined the meeting.
A motion was made by Gwennap and seconded by Pickel to open the Revenue Neutral Rate hearing.
Motion carried unanimously.

Otto Levin joined the meeting.

Peterson and Manning asked questions regarding revenue neutral rate. Otto Levin asked about the process
of budget preparation. The Commissioners explained that each department prepares their own budgets, and
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