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Journal of Proceedings for the Smith County Commissioners

March 23, 2015
The County Commissioners met in regular session on March 23, 2015 in the County Commissioners’ Room.  Present were commissioners Roger Allen, Denise Sasse, and Dale Pickel.   Also present was Sharon Wolters, Clerk; and, Mitch Fritz, Road Supervisor.   
Commissioners approved the minutes from the March 16, 2015 regular meeting. 

Commissioners approved the agenda.
  
The chairman reviewed and signed the Treasurer’s daily balance sheet envelopes.  The clerk attested her signature. 
Commissioners approved Payroll #6 for $88,423.63
Commissioners approved vouchers #31465-31513 from the following accounts:

General
9213.53


Noxious Weed
    87.80

Sm. Co. Health
1431.22


Appraiser
  604.44


Solid Waste
1112.79


EMS
4611.66


TOTAL                   $ 
17,061.44

Hugh Dell joined the meeting and discussed the property next to the sale barn.  Dell discussed title to the property.  Dell asked to sell to the county with a quit claim deed to the property.   Commissioners agreed to hire Karen Panter and research any clear title issues.  If property has no encumbrances, commissioners agreed to contact the county attorney and proceed with purchase.

Commissioners reviewed a letter from Blue Sky Tower asking to purchase the tower on the courthouse lawn.  Commissioners did not wish to sell at this time.
Mitch Fritz, Road Supervisor, discussed the following:
1. Fritz discussed using the location next to the road department for an impound yard for the sheriff.

2. Sasse discussed the current condition of the rock roads.  

3. Fritz discussed the west ½ mile on 200 Road between T & U Roads.  Fritz indicated that the south side owner agreed to contribute ½ of the road dirt to rebuild the road if other land owners agree to provide the other half.

4. Fritz discussed scheduling interviews for the road department.  Commissioners agreed to interview at 11:00 a.m. on Monday, March 30, 2015.
Stan Horning and Bruce Lehman, Sheriff joined the meeting.
Dave Tucker, Landfill Supervisor, joined the meeting and discussed the following:

1. Tucker reported that he sold the remaining hedge posts.

2. Tucker discussed the HHW Group meeting to be held on Thursday.
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Stan Horning discussed the following:

1. Horning discussed county policy for controlled burns.   Sasse explained that Kirwin Irrigation is not subject to the county jurisdiction.   Sasse indicated that during a burning ban the fire departments should put out all fires including controlled burns.   Horning asked the commissioners to explain the burning ban to all fire chiefs in Smith County.  Commissioners agreed to provide information for the fire chief in each fire department.
2. Horning also discussed what proper protocol for enforcement of the burning ban should be.   Commissioners discussed amending the current burning ban to include a penalty.  
3. Horning asked about rock pit payments.  Wolters checked with Woods.  Woods reported that the road department sends road rock payments in February the year after the rock is taken.

4. Horning discussed I-beams from Frieling Grain that the county previously agreed to purchase.  Commissioners agreed to pay as previously agreed price.  Commissioners contacted Fritz.  Fritz joined the meeting.  Commissioners agreed to purchase the beams at the price previously agreed upon.
5. Horning reported to Fritz the amount of rock that is in his pit that he has ground himself.  Fritz agreed that they will keep his share of the rock separate.
Tabitha Owen, County Attorney, joined the meeting and asked the commissioners if they have any questions.  Commissioners asked Owen to review a revised version of the burning ban.  Owen reviewed the burning ban passed in 2006 and made recommendations for changes.   Owen agreed review the burning ban and report back if there was any additional changes that should be made.
Pickel made a motion and it was seconded by Sasse to convene in executive session to discuss non-elected personnel from 10:38 a.m. till 10:40 a.m.  Regular session reconvened at 10:40 a.m. No action was taken.  Also in the session were Sheriff, Bruce Lehman and Sharon Wolters, Clerk.
Laura Hageman, Health Nurse, discussed the following:

1. Hageman reported that she will be going to a 14-22 Grant meeting this week.

2. Hageman reported that she replaced the hard drive on her computer for $250.00.
3. Hageman reported that she asked her regional preparedness group participants their opinions on handling multi-jurisdictional emergencies.  Hageman reported on the information that she received.

Allen made a motion and Pickel seconded the motion to offer the full-time custodian position to Gerard Kirnie.  Commissioners agreed that Kirnie’s duties will include yard and snow maintenance after the current contract ends.  
Pickel made a motion and Sasse seconded the motion to replace the current burning ban (Resolution 

15-05) with Resolution 15-06 continuing a county-wide burning ban and adding penalties for any violations of the ban.  Motion carried unanimously
Patrick Eastes, EMS Director, joined the meeting and reported that there was damage to the door of one ambulance during the fire on March 16, 2015.  Eastes also stated that there is a mechanical issue with the ambulance located in Kensington.  Both vehicles are scheduled for repair. 

Sasse asked about developing a transitional schedule to be followed by Kirnie until the landfill can replace Kirnie.  Commissioners contacted Kirnie by phone and offered the custodial job to Kirnie.  Kirnie accepted the new position.  
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Kirnie suggested using his half days off at the landfill to train with Sears for the custodial job.  Commissioners contacted Sears to coordinate the schedule for training.
Kathy Hansen, Appraiser, joined the meeting and presented a letter from Jerry and Melba Hagman requesting lower taxes.   Commissioners thanked Hansen for sharing the letter.

Thirl Sears, Custodian, joined the meeting.  Sasse asked Sears if she will agree to adjust her schedule as needed.  Sears agreed.  Sears left the meeting.
Dave Tucker joined the meeting by phone.  Commissioners asked Tucker about details of transition period.  Tucker agreed to coordinate Kirnie’s schedule.

As there was no additional business, the meeting was adjourned. 








_____________________________









Denise Sasse, Chairman









_____________________________









Roger Allen, Member

Attest:






___________________________



_____________________________     
Sharon Wolters, Clerk 




Dale Pickel, Member
These minutes are not official until signed by the county commissioners and attested to by the County Clerk. 

