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Journal of Proceedings for the Smith County Commissioners

August 5, 2013
The County Commissioners met in regular session on August 5, 2013 in the County Commissioners’ Room.  Present were Dale Pickel, Denise Sasse and Roger Allen, Commissioners.  Also present was Clerk, Sharon Wolters; Ted Mogan and, Phillip Pennington, Road Supervisor.
Commissioners approved the minutes from the July 29, 2013 regular meeting. 

The chairman reviewed and signed the Treasurer’s daily balance sheet envelopes.  The clerk attested his signature.

Commissioners approved the agenda.
 
Commissioners reviewed the mail. 

Commissioners approved voucher #28034-28107 from the following accounts:


General


  6147.62



Road


15232.50



Noxious Weed

10357.18



Health


  1941.05



Appraiser

    616.05



EMS Grant

  1381.00



Solid Waste

  2934.42



EMS


  2099.93



Veterans Memorial
    199.50



Total


$40,909.25
A motion was made by Denise Sasse and seconded by Dale Pickel to convene in executive session from 9:30 a.m. till 9:55 a.m. to discuss non-elected personnel.  Also in the session were Ted Mogan, Phillip Pennington and Dalen Ratliff. Regular session reconvened at 9:55 a.m.  Commissioners moved Ratliff to the position of Blade Operator in Blade District 6 and moved JR Rice to Rock Grinder and GIS Mapping.
Sheriff, Bruce Lehman joined the meeting and discussed fencing for impound lot.  No decision was made at this time.
The commissioners reviewed the sheriff’s budget for personnel line items in the 2014 proposed budget. 

Pennington discussed the following:

1. Sasse reported that she drove on 130 Road between Hwy. 8 and the Phillips County line. Sasse said she did not find any significant damage to the road.
2. Allen discussed maintenance on 180 Road between Hwy.181 and DD Roads.
3. Commissioners discussed the green rock bids to be opened and reviewed.  As of 8:30 am no bids have been received.   
4. Pennington reported that he met with Jerald Ratliff and discussed the request for maintenance on the road east of Athol.  Pennington reported that he asked Central Plains Co-op to pay for all materials and the county will do the road and dirt work.  Ratliff will take the agreement to the Central Plains Co-op board for approval.

5. Pennington reported that the City of Kensington asked for road maintenance and rock on Kansas Ave. on the east city limits of Kensington.  The City of Kensington requested that they pay half and we rock the road.  Pennington suggested that the county pay half of the rock and let the city hire the work done to the City of Kensington’s specification.

6. Pickel discussed ditch maintenance on South City Limits Road.  
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Dave Tucker, Landfill Supervisor, joined the meeting and discussed the following:
1. Tucker asked commissioners about training provided by SWANA on November 4-6.  Tucker reported that there will be back to back training meetings.  Tucker asked if he could stay with family instead of in a hotel.  Commissioners approved Tucker’s request.   

2. Tucker discussed a request from KDHE concerning disposal of animal carcasses.   Commissioners agreed that the original policy to charge for carcasses will remain in effect.
3. Allen asked about the pricing for the 2009 ¾ Ton Chevy pick-up.  Tucker provided KBB price for the estimated value of the pick-up.   Commissioners no made decision at this time.
Patrick Eastes, EMS Director, joined the meeting and discussed the following:

1. Eastes discussed hot water heater repairs at the EMS building.  

2. Eastes discussed replacing the medical director (physician) for the EMS.  Eastes reported that he will pursue a replacement for the current physician holding the medical director’s title.

3. Allen asked about the back cover for the Avalanche.  Eastes discussed the use of a locking device on the vehicle bed cover.  

Laura Hageman, Health Nurse, joined the meeting and discussed the following:

1. Hageman reminded the commissioners that she will be gone this Thursday and Friday.

2. Hageman asked about building repairs for the Health Department Building.   Commissioners instructed Hageman to contact Isoms and make the necessary repairs.  

3. Pickel asked about the roof damage.  Hageman contacted Bortz, at First Insurance Agency.  Bortz indicated that the agency will contact her after contacting EMC.  Hageman reported that Harvey Knoll, Knoll Roofing and Repairs, indicated that he believes there is hail damage to the roof.
4. Hageman reviewed staff schedules.  

Burke Phelps and Allen VanDriel joined the meeting and discussed two funding issues for the hospital.

1. VanDriel discussed funding repayment to Medicare based on the Medicare Cost Report Accounting.  Due to increased use of The Smith County Memorial Hospital facility in fiscal year 2013, Medicare reduces the rate at which the hospital is subsidized.  VanDriel reported that this adjusted funding often requires the hospital to make repayments to Medicare for formula changes that affect total dollars of allowable collections.  VanDriel reviewed the need for additional funding due to the Medicare changes.
2. VanDriel discussed replacing the mammogram machine at the hospital.  VanDriel indicated that additional funding for the purchase of the machine, which keeps the hospital from maintaining older film technology equipment, is needed.   Vandriel reviewed current funding sources for the machine.
VanDriel asked for $400,000.00 funding for the two financial needs discussed.   Sasse asked about additional funding sources for the hospital.   R. Allen reviewed the present financial position as it relates to the new mammogram and Medicare reimbursements at this time.  Sasse made a motion and Pickel seconded the motion to pay $400,000.00 from the Health Care Sales Tax Fund to the Smith County Memorial Hospital Board for use as stated above.  
Bruce Lehman, Sheriff and James Dean, Undersheriff joined the meeting and reviewed the 2014 personnel budget.  Commissioners made an adjustment based on the new figures presented.   
Marlin Smith joined the meeting and discussed a culvert on the corner of B & 160 Roads.  Commissioners agreed to talk to the road supervisor about repairs needed.  Allen told Smith that any extensions longer than 30 feet for field entrances must be paid for by the land owner.   

Vernon Reinking joined the meeting and discussed selling commercial tags.   Reinking will notify the commissioners if or when changes occur.
Denise Sasse made a motion and it was seconded by Pickel to name Roger Allen as Delegate to the KAC conference to represent Smith County as a voting delegate.  The motion also stated that Dale Pickel will be the First Alternate and Denise Sasse will be the Second Alternate.  Motion carried unanimously.
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Roger Allen made a motion and it was seconded by Pickel to adopt the proposed budget as prepared by ABBB, Chtd.  Motion carried unanimously.  Commissioners instructed Wolters to publish the proposed budget.
Commissioners reviewed and Roger Allen signed a tax exempt form for Noxious Weed.
Commissioners reviewed the bids received for the green rock to be delivered 1 mile north of Smith Center on P Rd.

The bids were as follows:


NCK Quarries




$22.00 per ton


Levin Construction



$34.00 per ton

Commissioners awarded the bid to the lowest bidder NCK Quarries.
As there was no further business, the meeting was adjourned.









_____________________________






 


Roger Allen, Chairman









_____________________________









Denise Sasse, Member 



Attest:






___________________________



_____________________________  
Sharon K. Wolters





Dale Pickel, Member
These minutes are not official until signed by the county commissioners and attested to by the County Clerk.


