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Journal of Proceedings for the Smith County Commissioners

May 23, 2022

The County Commissioners met in a regular session on May 23, 2022, in the County Commissioner’s room.
Present were Commissioners Dale Pickel, Roger Allen and Kurt Ifland. Also present were Ashley Maxwell,
Clerk and Mitch Fritz, Road Supervisor.

Commissioners approved the agenda for the May 23, 2022, meeting.

Commissioners revised, approved, and signed the May 9, 2022, minutes.

Commissioners signed the daily treasury balance envelopes.

Commissioners approved 1 voided check.

Commissioners signed 8 longevity pay increases.

Commissioners approved payroll #11 for $113,732.51.

Commissioners approved voucher #44392-#44436 for the following accounts:

General $ 6,778.00
Road & Bridge $ 6,177.59
Noxious Weed $ 7,102.48
Health $ 45498
Appraiser 355884
Solid Waste $ 2,286.81
EMS $ 1,546.19
CVB $ 1,210.00

Health Care Sales Tax$18,331.67
ROD Technology  $§ 554.77
Next Gen. E911 $ 564.28
TOTAL $45,546.07

Fritz and the Commissioners discussed the following:

1. Ifland thanked Fritz for sending the blademan to fix N Rd, South of Hwy 9.

2. Commissioners discussed roads that are currently in the process of being worked.

3. Ifland stated he had an individual contact him about employment possibly.

4. Ifland stated Ken Neussendorfer is doing a great job on the mower.

Dave Tucker joined the meeting.

5. Ifland discussed adding a couple more loads of rock on A Rd between 180 Rd and 190 Rd.

6. Ifland discussed the tube on O Rd between 270 Rd to 280 Rd

7. Ifland also discussed the tube on M Rd between Hwy 36 and 180 Rd.

8. Ifland discussed the tubes that were installed on 240 Rd between Q Rd and R Rd.

9. Pickel discussed patching on Y Rd between 110 Rd and 120 Rd.

10. Fritz informed the Commissioners that the Mitchell County Road Supervisor was here last week
to see the sod mulcher. Fritz also took them to P Rd between 140 Rd and 150 Rd to share the
completed roadwork with the BaseOne product and asphalt millings.

11. Allen asked if Venture had given an update on time frame for resurfacing of P Rd between Hwy
36 and 150 Rd. Fritz stated he does not have a specific date yet.
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12. Fritz stated he has 2 mowers running now. Ifland stated he received a thank you for mowing the
Gaylord cemetery road.

13. Fritz stated KDOT will be here today to do a bridge inspection. This is an annual inspection
where KDOT picks a random bridge and checks Penco’s work.

14. Jordan Dettmer from Penco Engineering presented Fritz with the tube approval on 70 Rd between
T Rd and U Rd.

15. Ifland asked about the tube on I Rd between 130 Rd and 120 Rd. Fritz stated the Nex-Tech line is
supposedly dead, so the road department can move forward.

16. Fritz stated Mark Lyons’ CDL training keeps getting moved around due to the instructor not
being cleared from previous surgery.

A motion was made by Ifland and seconded by Allen to convene in executive session at 8:58 a.m. for 10
minutes to discuss non-elected personnel. Motion carried unanimously. Also in the session was Mitch
Fritz and Ashley Maxwell. Regular session reconvened at 9:06 a.m.

Fritz left the meeting.

Tucker discussed the following:

1. Tucker discussed the cover at the old landfill. Tucker stated he received a letter from KDHE
stating the old landfill had not been properly taken care of. Tucker stated he went out last week
to look at the cover currently. Tucker also took pictures of the grass at this time and it is not very
tall. Tucker stated he talked to both Joel Negrych and Wally Mack with KDHE. Wally Mack
informed Tucker to not worry about the old landfill at this time.

2. Tucker stated they had to charge $400.00 on the credit card for the 1% portion of Ryan Allen’s
CDL training.

3. Tucker stated Allen is picking up on the paperwork portion of the job. Allen is also learning the
operations of the heavy equipment.

4. Pickel asked about why the landfill cannot accept the power poles from Prairie Land Electric.
Tucker stated in the past Prairie Land brought out poles cut up and those were disposed of in the
C&D pit. The C&D pit is the only acceptable place for the poles and by putting full poles in the
pit, it will fill it quickly. The landfill is not authorized by the State to burn the poles.

Kristy Stewart joined the meeting.
Dave Tucker left the meeting.

Stewart discussed the following:
1. Ifland asked Stewart if the asphalt millings have been delivered. Stewart stated they have not.
Pickel contacted Fritz via telephone about delivering the millings today.
Stewart left the meeting.

Soil Conservation Board members Dustin Warner, Eric Hermanns, David Herredsberg and Jim Sweat joined

the meeting. Sweat discussed the proposed 2023 operations budget. Sweat also gave a detailed explanation

of budget breakdown for the operations budget and enterprise account.

Patrick Eastes joined the meeting.

Sweat visited with the Commissioners about the benefits that are offered through the county. Smith County

offers permanent part-time and full-time employees KPERS, health insurance, life insurance and the option

to participate in a plan 125 (AFLAC). Sweat shared the Soil Conservation District only offers KPERS. The
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Soil Conservation is requesting an additional $2,500.00 for 2023, which is a total of $25,000.00.
Sweat, Hermanns, Warner and Herredsberg left the meeting.

Eastes discussed the following:

1. Eastes shared with the Commissioners that Alex Snyder’s last day as a full-time employee was
May 22, 2022. He will change to part-time status effective May 23, 2022.

2. Eastes also shared with the Commissioners that Kelli Wallgren has passed her A-EMT course, so
she will also receive an increase in wages.

3. Eastes visited with the Commissioners about hiring Paul Connett as a paramedic. Eastes would
like to offer him a wage of $16.03/hour. The Commissioners approved the hiring. Eastes left the
meeting.

Commissioners adjourned at 10:15 a.m. to allow Allen to attend the multi-county meeting in Jewell County.
The next scheduled multi-county meeting will be held September 19, 2022 in Mitchell County.
As there was no further business, the meeting was adjourned.
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Dale E. Pickel, Chairman
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Attest: Kurt Ifland, Membét

Ashley Ma%well Clerk Roger Allen Member

These minutes are not official until signed by the county commissioners and attested to by the County Clerk.




