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November 7, 2022

The County Commissioners met in a regular session on November 7, 2022, in the County Commissioner’s
room. Present were Commissioners Roger Allen, Dale Pickel and Kurt Ifland. Also present were Ashley
Maxwell, Clerk, Mitch Fritz, Road Supervisor and Patrick Eastes, EMS Director.

Commissioners approved the agenda for the November 7, 2022, meeting.

Commissioners approved and signed the October 31, 2022, minutes.

Commissioners signed the daily treasury balance envelopes.

Commissioners approved voucher #10493-#10552 and wires for the following accounts:

General $ 25,559.13
Road & Bridge $ 25,435.24
Noxious Weed $ 43598
Health $ 741.36
Appraiser $  341.69
EMS Grant $ 2,939.63
Solid Waste $ 35.00
EMS $ 1,298.66
CVB $ 250.00
Health Care Sales Tax $ 1,328.62
American Rescue Plan Act  $186,777.00
ROD Technology $ 55491
Next Gen. E911 $ 557.52
TOTAL $246,254.74

Commissioners approved payroll #23 for $119,536.24.
Eastes left the meeting.

A motion was made by Allen and seconded by Pickel to approve Resolution #22-16 establishing a snow
removal plan for certain rural roads. Motion carried unanimously.

Mitch Fritz and the Commissioners discussed the following:

1. Fritz reported the project at P Rd and 60 Rd has been completed except for the seeding.

2. Frtiz stated they will remove the stumps at I Rd between 100 Rd and 110 Rd.

3. Fritz stated they started rocking 185 Rd and X Rd.

4. Ifland asked about the crops that were planted at V Rd and 200 Rd. Fritz believed it was milo.
Ifland stated now would be a good time to fix the road issue there.
Fritz stated they also have another issue at 170 Rd between W Rd and X Rd.
6. Ifland discussed the intersection at Q Rd and 230 Rd. Ifland stated the banks need knocked down
to make the corner with farm machinery.
Ifland asked Fritz whether he had a chance to look at I Lane. Fritz stated he hasn’t been there yet.
Allen discussed the need for a tube and ditch work on Z Rd between 170 Rd and 180 Rd.
9. Ifland discussed G Rd between 160 Rd and Hwy 36. Fritz stated raising the tubes wouldn’t fix the

problem The drainage will not be fixed properly without cleaning out the silted in waterways off
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the county right of way. Ifland discussed the need to build up the roadway. Fritz stated he is
struggling to get all the projects done due to the lack of manpower.

Commissioner Pickel opened the bids for the 2005 Dodge Dakota. Two bids were received: Anna Porter
$800.00 and Sheldon Kenworthy $500.00.

A motion was made by Ifland and seconded by Allen to accept the highest bid of $800.00 from Anna
Porter. Motion carried unanimously.

10. Fritz discussed the LEPC meeting that was held last week. Fritz stated the committee discussed
the fire/tornado siren that is behind the Peoples Bank in Smith Center. Fritz stated a coverage study
has been performed and a map has been provided of that coverage. Fritz discussed the possibility
of installing the siren on the top of the courthouse to reach the East side of town. Fritz would
recommend a new study be done before a decision is made.

11. Fritz stated they ordered wood for the bridge crew trailer decking.

12. Fritz reported he will be gone November 28, 2022.

Fritz left the meeting.

Kristy Stewart joined the meeting and discussed the following:
1. Stewart shared with the Commissioners the mailer they will be sending out to inform citizens of
the services that are offered at the health department.
Dave Tucker joined the meeting.
Stewart left the meeting.

Tucker discussed the following:
1. Tucker informed the Commissioners he got a complaint on the fees for C&D pit. Currently
resolution 22-07 establishes fees for contractors to dispose items in the C&D pit.
Chris Bailey joined the meeting.
2. Tucker shared with the Commissioners that the hydrologist came last week to re-evaluate the old
landfill. Tucker stated there are some low spots that need dirt. The hydrologist will do a new write-
up and send it out to Tucker.

Margaret Doxey joined the meeting.
Tucker left the meeting.

The Commissioners and Doxey discussed the following:

1. Pickel asked Doxey if she had the written schedule for the training of the dispatchers that was
requested by the Commissioners. Doxey stated she misunderstood and thought the date to provide
that was November 21%. Pickel again showed Doxey the written date of November 7. Doxey
stated she would get that to them before the end of the session today.

2. Doxey also asked about the written response from the Commissioners for her accommodations.
The Commissioners will provide a written response following the specifics needs as ordered by the
provider.

3. Doxey stated there was an incident this morning with EMS. Doxey stated is caused a discrepancy,
but she will address it with EMS.

Tabitha Owen joined the meeting.
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Ifland asked Owen the rules of the executive sessions. Ifland stated they currently understand as
Commissioners are bound by certain rules, but his specific question was about an employee discussing the
session about themselves. Owen stated she would need more details to determine the laws that apply.

Owen left the meeting.

Doxey left the meeting.

Maxwell asked the Commissioners to go look at the cabinets in the treasurer’s office. Vernon will be removing
them from his office and wanted to give the Commissioner’s the option of utilizing them elsewhere in the
building. The Commissioners are in favor of moving them to the basement meeting room.

Alicia Strother joined the meeting and discussed the 2023 health and dental insurance renewal. The renewal
presented by Strother is the same benefit package as last year. The 2023 renewal will be a decrease of 2.23%.
Hadley Gillum with Blue Cross and Blue Sheild joined the meeting.

Strother continued with the usage statistics since the beginning of 2022.

A motion was made by Ifland and seconded by Pickel to remove the Teledoc benefit. Motion carried
unanimously.

A motion was made by Ifland and seconded by Pickel to approve the 2023 health and dental renewal as
presented. Motion carried.

Alicia Strother and Hadley Gillum left the meeting.

Debbie Hays joined the meeting and shared with the Commissioners the application for the Emergency
Management Performance Grant. Hays stated that due to her doing 2 counties there will be an additional
$5,000.00 deposited in Smith County funds. Pickel shared with Hays that the snow removal map that was
provided last week at the LEPC meeting will be updated and reprinted. Hays also asked the Commissioners
if they would be putting that in resolution form. Pickel stated he will contact Rick Hileman and make sure
that gets completed. Hays stated she has been in contact with Kansas Homeland Security Council about Smith
County inventory. Hays intends to make sure that all is correct before Chris Bailey takes over as the Smith
County representative. Pickel asked Hays about the siren. Hays stated that she hasn’t been involved with the
siren.

Hays left the meeting.

Chris Rowe and Dana Peterson joined the meeting and discussed the landfill fees for C&D. Rowe stated he
owns several houses in Smith Center and would like some clarity of the fees and how they are asessed.
Currently Smith County Resolution #22-07 establishes fees for disposal of construction and demolition waste
for contractors. Rowe asked the Commissioners what qualifies as a contractor if you are the homeowner and
a contractor. The resolution does not establish the qualifications of either the contractor nor the property
owner. Rowe stated he is not arguing the fees, he just feels the policy should apply to all or none. Peterson
informed the Commissioners that she is currently working towards improving dilapidated houses in the Smith
Center and the fee schedule would be beneficial to inform the contractors prior to starting projects.

Rowe and Peterson left the meeting.

Chris Bailey joined the meeting.
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