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Office of the County Clerk
Journal of Proceedings for the Smith County Commissioners
February 13, 2023

The County Commissioners met in a regular session on February 13, 2023, in the County Commissioner’s
room. Present were Commissioners Kurt Ifland, Dale Pickel and Jim Gwennap. Also present were Ashley
Maxwell, Clerk and Mitch Fritz, Road Supervisor.

At 8:31 a.m. Kurt Ifland called the meeting to order and Gwennap opened with prayer.

A motion was made by Pickel and seconded by Gwennap to approve the corrected minutes from
February 6, 2023. Motion carried unanimously.

A motion was made by Gwennap and seconded by Pickel to approve the agenda for February 13,
2023. Motion carried unanimously.

Commissioners signed the daily treasury balance envelopes.

Commissioners approved voucher #10861-#10963 and wires for the following accounts:

General $ 32,822.67
Road & Bridge $194,445.70
Noxious Weed $ 733.58
Health $ 11,854.76
Appraiser $ . 35221
EMS Grant $ 190.85
Solid Waste $ 3,386.29
EMS $ 3,921.39
Special Alcohol Fund $ 3,492.42
Convention/Visitor Bureau $ 300.00
Health Care Sales Tax $ 1,287.19
Next Gen. E911 $ 5,384.91
Total $258,171.97

Commissioners approved payroll #4 for $125,772.50.

Kristy Stewart joined the meeting and discussed the following:

1. Stewart discussed the wages of the County Sanitarian, Phillip Murrow. Stewart and Maxwell
were contacted by Mitchell County Commissioner, Jim Marshall regarding a pay increase of
$2.50/hr for Murrow. Murrow received the 3% increase that was approved by the Smith
County Commissioners. Maxwell will contact the Mitchell County Clerk , Osborne County
Clerk, and Jewell County Clerk to check minutes from the December multi-county meeting for
clarification. Smith County Commissioners will discuss this further at the Multi-County
meeting on February 27, 2023.

2. Stewart stated she will be working alongside Kan-Care with the eligibility letters that will be
going out beginning in March.

Stewart left the meeting.

Fritz and the Commissioners discussed the following:
1. Ifland discussed a bridge on H Rd, North of Hwy 9 that needs material on both sides.
2. Ifland asked about the tube on M Rd between Hwy 36 and 170 Rd. Fritz felt like Kevin
Marcum has removed the tube, but he will check on it. Fritz stated they also have to fix the
bridge near this location as well.

Initials _/44: _ﬁff JQ



Page 2

Office of the County Clerk
Journal of Proceedings for the Smith County Commissioners
February 13, 2023

3.

o

o0

10.

1.

12.

Gwennap asked for clarification on the Oak Creek Cemetery Road. Fritz shared with the
Commissioners that Joe Befort is no longer on the cemetery board and Roger Allen informed
Fritz that currently the cemetery board does not have funding to rock the road. Fritz stated he
would like to take the Commissioners to look at this road.

Gwennap discussed the Overmiller Bull Sale that will be held on February 18, 2023. Fritz
stated he received a call from Norma Overmiller about the sale and Friz stated he plans to be
in the area this week working the roads.

Gwennap stated he received a call from Jason Nelssen about widening the box culvert at U Rd
between 10 Rd and 20 Rd. Fritz stated he would need to look at this location, but there is a
possibility of laying in a tube and removing the box culvert. Gwennap also noted the gravel is
at the edge and it needs to be moved back to the center of the road. Fritz stated there is a
possibility that the road was drug on Friday.

Gwennap asked Fritz to put emphasis on no windrows on the roads, but crowns in the center.
Pickel asked about the Home on the Range Road. Fritz stated in the past he was told to stay
off the road until requested. Pickel asked Fritz to look at this location.

Ifland stated he is trying to pass on positive compliments to the blade men.

Fritz shared with the Commissioners a sign maintenance resolution #01-10 at the intersection
of Cottonwood St. and Kansas Ave. in the City of Kensington. Road maintenance discussion
will continue next week with Max Kuhlmann, Mayor of Kensington.

Fritz shared with the Commissioners he applied for a FY2025 High Risk Rural Roads sign
grant through KDOT.

Fritz shared with the Commissioners a resignation letter from Jennifer Elson. Elson’s last day
of employment will be February 24, 2023.

Fritz shared with the Commissioners a quote from Foley Equipment for a 2018 Caterpillar
950GC with 1381 hours for $249,946.00. Gwennap asked Fritz the amount paid for the 1995
loader that is currently at the road department. Fritz informed the Commissioners they paid
$67,000.00 in 2002. The Commissioners would also like a quote from Caterpiller for a new
machine to compare with the John Deere.

Chris Bailey joined the meeting.
13. Fritz stated he has a crew out trying to rock. Ifland stated he got a thank you for the work completed
on 130 Rd between L Rd and O Rd.
Fritz left the meeting.

Maxwell shared with the Commissioners duties of the clerk’s office.

Margaret Doxey joined the meeting and discussed the following:
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Doxey asked Maxwell for the 2022 revenue and expenditure report for E911 for the audit.
Doxey also stated she is working on the KHP security audit that will take place soon.

Doxey also reminded the Commissioners that the cell phone video installation will be February
16, 2023.

Maxwell shared with Doxey the RSVPs for the Communications Board meeting on February
21, 2023.

Ifland asked Doxey to send out reminders for the Communications Board meeting. Doxey
plans to send out reminders on Wednesday and Friday.

Doxey left the meeting.

Fritz rejoined the meeting.
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Bailey shared with the Commissioners that the 800 mghtz radios have been ordered and that the dispatch
center portion was one or the other, not both.

Fritz shared with the Commissioners the quote for a 2023 Caterpiller 950GC for $304,020.00, subject to
change.

Jennifer Saltsman joined the meeting.

The Commissioners discussed the cost per hour on a new vs. used machine, along with warranty and tires.
The Commissioners tabled this discussion until next week.

Fritz left the meeting.

Saltsman discussed the following:

1. Saltsman shared the membership totals for 2022. Gwennap asked about the cost of the
memberships. Saltsman shared the adult membership is $35.00/month and student membership is
$30.00/month.

2. Saltsman shared the number of participants for the exercise classes.

3. Saltsman also shared the income and expenditures for the Gardner Wellness Center for 2022.

4. Saltsman shared with the Commissioners the door repairs have happened twice.

Mike Isom joined the meeting.

5. The Commissioners asked for quarterly updates from Saltsman moving forward.

6. Gwennap discussed the employee evaluation form that Maxwell shared with Saltsman last week.
The Commissioners asked Saltsman to complete a self-evaluation and also complete an evaluation
on each of her employees.

Saltsman left the meeting.

Mike Isom shared with the Commissioners that the Drug & Alcohol Council would like to expanded from
9 members to 15 members due to the DCCCA grant requirements. With the total number of member
change, it also requires a change in the quorum, which will be from 5 members to 8 members. The council
would also like to add a provision to attend meetings remotely.

A motion was made by Gwennap and seconded by Pickel to approve the expansion of the council
from 9 members to 15 members, change the quorum from 5 members to 8 members and also add the
provision to attend meetings remotely. Motion carried unanimously.

Mike Isom left the meeting.

Dana Peterson joined the meeting.

A motion was made by Pickel and seconded by Gwennap to participate in the following Opioid
Settlements: Teva, Allergan, CVS, Walgreens and Walmart. Motion carried unanimously.

A motion was made by Gwennap and seconded by Pickel to appoint Tabitha Owen, Chris Bailey,
Travis Conaway, Kristy Stewart and Ashley Maxwell, with their acceptance, to the Opioid board.
Motion carried unanimously.

Peterson discussed the Neighborhood Revitalization Plan that was effective December 5, 2022. In the
beginning there was some confusion in the Appraiser’s Office on who qualified. Peterson stated she has

visited with at least 1 individual who was told they didn’t qualify so he began his project. Peterson
encouraged this individual to contact the Commissioners.

Peterson discussed an economic development agreement between the city and county. Peterson stated
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