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The County Commissioners met in special session on March 28, 2023, in the Courthouse Basement Meeting
Room. Present were Commissioners Kurt Ifland, Dale Pickel and Jim Gwennap. Also present was Clerk,
Ashley Maxwell, County Attorney Tabitha Owen, Road Supervisor Mitch Fritz, Penco Engineer, Jordan
Dettmer, Jerry Lambert, Larry Lambert, Annie Lambert, Gary Wagenblast, Douglas Devlin, Dana S.
Peterson, Dana J. Peterson, Derald Sears, Dennis Hommon, Linda Hommon, Kristi Jones, Clay Pickel,
Cory Frieling, Gary Gerstenkorn, Gary Baetz, Pam Gibble, David Captain, Sheila Schenk, Randy Schenk,
Curtis Overmiller, Kim Phelps, Mary Gwennap, Larry Burgess, Jayden Meyer, Jeffrey Meyer, Dustin
Baetz, Jerry Baetz, John Rust, Bob Wagner, Kelly Lyon, Roy Brown, Joyce Overmiller Jones, Tom James,
Tami Lovell Horky, Michael Horky, Junior Lovell, Sue Riley and Cheryl Glaser.

At 9:01 a.m. Ifland called the meeting to order.

Preston Weigel and Chad Nillen with RWE Renewables Energy introduced themselves and discussed the
projected plan. Weigel explained that currently they have obtained approximately 6000 acres of ground.
Weigel explained that at this time the plan is to begin testing in June on the leased acreage. With this
testing, they will begin to collect data with the location of the turbines still unknown. Weigel explained as
they continue to lease land, they will continue to do the required testing.

The Commissioners asked Weigel and Nillen to discuss their goals over the next two years. Nillen stated
their focus will be working with the landowners/families and acquiring leased land. Nillen explained that
with the Commissioners they plan to eventually to obtain a road agreement. Gwennap stated that once we
get closer to that time, Smith County will involve our engineering team and work with RWE to make sure
there will be no cost to the county for the road improvements.

The Commissioners discussed the potential economic impact during construction with an estimate of 200
workers. The Commissioners estimate the annual contributions from the wind farm to be around
$1,000,000.00 in tax revenue. Currently the Commissioners are looking at county-wide economic
development in Smith County. The Commissioners discussed the benefits for the county based on estimates
and research. Weigel explained the lease “base rent”. With the lease agreements with RWE there is a base
rent and royalties on top of that.

The Commissioners discussed one of the key ingredients in the RWE proposal is that all interested
landowners will receive a share of funding regardless of whether or not there is a wind turbine on your
property. Weigel explained that with a 200 mega-watt project, the targeted contiguous acreage is 20,000
acres.

The Commissioners discussed an additional benefit will be the roads, as RWE will maintain the roadways,
and again any direct road expenses will be paid for by RWE.

Nillen discussed the taxes associated with the wind turbines and transmission boxes.

Gwennap asked Nillen and Weigel to discuss the potential of bankruptcy. Nillen discussed there is a
decommission clause in the lease.

Ifland asked Nillen to discuss the disposal of the wind turbines. Nillen stated that they will be recycling as
much as possible.

The Commissioners, Nillen and Weigel fielded question from the public.
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Jordan Dettmer, Penco Engineering, discussed the conditions of bridges in Smith County and the agreement
that will be needed for bridges alongside the road agreement.

Joyce Jones asked about the approximate number of turbines. Weigel stated there will be 50-75.
Dana J. Peterson, Economic Development Director, discussed the lack of housing in Smith County. Weigel
stated they will be utilizing the area hotels. Weigel stated he will have further discussion with Dana in the

future.

Kelly Lyon asked about how the reimbursements will work. Nillen explained there is a construction piece
to every lease.

Ifland asked about the targeted area. Nillen explained that there is a 3-mile buffer they have to avoid around
Smith Center, but currently there is not a concrete map.

Roy Brown asked about what road materials would be used. Weigel explained that will be addressed in the
road agreement with the County.

Gary Gerstenkorn about whether county machinery would be utilized to remove snow on the construction
roadways. Again, that will be discussed later on in the process.

Roy Brown asked about when there is road damage. Weigel stated that will be addressed in the county
road use agreement.

Dana Peterson discussed the roads and the materials and narrow roadways. Nillen and Weigel will address
these issues later on in the process.

Ifland thanked everyone for their involvement in the meeting.

Gwennap also expressed the need to remain kind and if there are concerns and questions, seek out the
answers and show respect.

At 10:03 a.m. a motion was made by Gwennap and seconded by Pickel to adjourn the meeting.
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These minutes are not official until signed by the county commissioners and attested to by the County
Clerk.
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