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Journal of Proceedings for the Smith County Commissioners

February 19, 2013
The County Commissioners met in regular session on February 19, 2013 in the County Commissioners’ Room.  Present were Dale Pickel, Denise Sasse and Roger Allen, Commissioners.  Also present were Sharon Wolters, Clerk, and Mitch Fritz, Blade Foreman. 
Commissioners met at 7:30 a.m. A motion was made by Denise Sasse and seconded by Dale Pickel to convene in executive session from 7:30 a.m. till 7:55 a.m. to discuss non-elected personnel.  Also in the session was Mitch Fritz, Road Foreman.   Regular session reconvened at 7:55 a.m. No action was taken.
Chris Linneman joined the meeting.  A motion was made by Roger Allen and seconded by Dale Pickel to convene in executive session to discuss non-elected personnel from 7:55 a.m. till 8:30 a.m.  Also in the session were Mitch Fritz and Chris Linneman. Commissioners requested that Wolters join the meeting at 8:25 a.m.  Regular session reconvened at 8:30 a.m.  Commissioners agreed to allow Linneman to meet with the Road Dept. foremen.  Commissioners instructed Fritz to contact foremen and set the meeting for Wednesday, February 20, 2013.
Linneman left the meeting.

Dave Levin joined the meeting and discussed the C Road rock project.  Levin asked questions about the commissioners’ reason for using the green rock to rock six miles on C Road instead of white rock, as has been used in the past.   Allen reviewed the reasons and information that influenced their decision to apply trial portions on the maintenance and longevity of the different rock surface.  Sasse provided information on the cost savings which showed a comparison of the costs for the traditional white rock verses the green rock.   Allen offered to place the rock surface at a different location if Levin did not feel the C Road location would be a good location.  Levin did not ask for the change at this time.  Fritz indicated that the amount of water for the green rock is significantly less than the white rock.
Levin also requested tree maintenance on C Road between 180 & 190 Roads.

Commissioners approved the minutes from the February 11, 2013 regular meeting. 
Commissioners approved the minutes from the February 14, 2013 special meeting

The chairman reviewed and signed the Treasurer’s daily balance sheet.  The clerk attested his signature.
Commissioners approved the agenda.
Ben Fagen, Smith County Bank, joined the meeting and completed the lease purchase agreement for the Road Department Cat 120M.
 
Mitch Fritz, Blade Foreman, reported in the absence of Phillip Pennington, Road Supervisor, and discussed the following:
1. Fritz reported that they are still working on 280 Road.  
2. Fritz discussed weather related challenges on rocking projects.

3. Fritz indicated that he has instructed machinery operators to move their equipment to strategic locations in the county so that they will be prepared for heavy snow.

A motion was made by Roger Allen and seconded by Denise Sasse to allow Ted Mogan to return to work on a permanent part time basis 60 days after April 1, 2013.  Motion carried unanimously.  Initials ___ ___ ___
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Held 2-19-2013

Commissioners requested that a note be made in the minutes to clarify that the need for a permanent part-time position in the Road Dept. was exclusive to Mogan who has experience in FEMA reporting and also in road rocking records.  Commissioners agreed to pay Mogan $12.00 per hour.
Dave Tucker, Landfill Supervisor, joined the meeting and discussed adding the wind policy to the advertisement in the paper reporting the new landfill hours.   Wolters agreed to contact the paper and add the additional wind info.
Patrick Eastes, EMS Director joined the meeting and asked for any topics that the commissioners wished to discuss.  Wolters asked Eastes about past efforts to purchase a back-up generator for the EMS building.  Eastes agreed to review past notes to see the cost and report to the commissioners next week. 
Allen discussed the PBC meeting to be held on February 21, 2013.  Wolters reported that this is a presentation 
by Piper Jaffray and will not require a decision until the PBC reviews the information and makes a recommendation to the commission.
Sasse discussed the following question, “What do we do with the non-useable materials after we tear out a bridge?”  Sasse indicated that she contacted Pennington.   Pennington indicated that we salvage all materials that we can.  Allen indicated that the commissioners have considered allowing contiguous landowners to use materials if there were no other uses for the materials by the county.
Commissioners reviewed the bids for painting the courtroom.  A motion was made by Roger Allen and seconded by Denise Sasse to award the bid to the lowest bidder, Rokeen Enterprises.  Motion carried unanimously. Commissioners instructed Wolters to ask Rokeen to clarify their cost on the walls behind the radiators.
Sherry Koster joined the meeting and discussed reports for the 7 county sanitation group.  Koster will attend the multi-county meeting on February 25, 2013, to review the information with all counties.

Wolters reviewed the vehicles available from the Kansas Municipal Surplus.  Commissioners agreed to put the vehicles on hold till next week.
Eastes rejoined the meeting and discussed the information that he previously received from vendors.  Commissioners authorize Eastes to establish the current cost of the generators and provide the information for the commissioners.
Kathy Hansen brought the commissioners 2013 ag values.  Hansen reported that the values in Smith County are increasing.  The values are based on 2004-2011 farm real estate values.  

KONE Elevator submitted a price increase for the upcoming year.  

Commissioners agreed to the terms of the armory contract to assist with payment of armory janitor, Denise Fiene, and signed the agreement.

Commissioners reviewed and signed the law enforcement contract between the county, sheriff’s office and the City of Kensington.








Initials _____ _____ _____
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Held 2-19-13

Commissioners reviewed the bill submitted by Tabitha Owen for an appellate brief.  Wolters reported that the previous commission had contacted the Jewell County Attorney and asked about their procedure for paying for preparation of briefs.
Wolters reported that Miller indicated that preparing a brief takes a great deal of time and it is normal procedure to pay by the hour in addition to the County Attorney’s regular salary.
Margaret Doxey, Communications Dept. Supervisor, visited with Commissioners about the need for an additional employee.  Allen visited with Doxey about some recent incidents in the county.    

A motion was made byAllen and seconded by Pickel to convene in executive session to discuss non-elected personnel from 11:55 a.m. ti1l 12:05 p.m. Motion passed unanimously.  Also in the session was Doxey.  Commissioners asked Wolters to join the meeting at 12:00 noon.  Regular session reconvened at 12:05.   No action was taken at this time.

Dale Pickel made motion and it was seconded by Allen to pass Resolution 13-04 ordering a tax sale for Smith County.   Motion carried unanimously.
Cade Maxwell contacted the commissioners by phone to ask permission to use the snow blower owned by the county.  Commissioners approved the request and instructed Maxwell to contact Eastes to work out details.

As there was no further business, the meeting was adjourned.
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These minutes are not official until signed by the county commissioners and attested to by the County Clerk.


