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Journal of Proceedings for the Smith County Commissioners

December 9, 2013
The County Commissioners met in regular session on December 9, 2013 in the County Commissioners’ Room.  Present were Dale Pickel, Denise Sasse and Roger Allen, Commissioners.  Also present was Clerk, Sharon Wolters, and Ted Mogan, Rock Foreman.
Commissioners approved the minutes from the December 2, 2013 regular meeting. 

Commissioners approved the agenda.
 
Commissioners reviewed the mail. 

The chairman reviewed and signed the Treasurer’s daily balance sheet envelopes.  The clerk attested his signature. 
Commissioners approved Special Payroll # 24 for $168.00.
Commissioners approved voucher #28950-29029 from the following accounts:


General




12849.16


Road




60943.16


Noxious Weed



11359.82


Co. Health



  1169.28


Appraiser



  2820.20


Solid Waste



    160.21


EMS




  2965.83


Special Bridge Fund


11000.00


TOTAL


$      103,267.66    

Commissioners discussed road requests with Mogan.  Commissioners did not have any additional requests at this time.  Allen indicated that he wished to meet in person with Mary Pierce and the road supervisor to review a road request from Pierce.  

Commissioners discussed the KWORCC inspection from last week.  Commissioners asked Wolters to dictate a letter to Brandon Mann apologizing for the incident at the road barn and asking Mann to contact the safety officer when he visits the road department in the future.   Commissioners signed the letter.
Patrick Eastes, EMS Director, joined the meeting and indicated that he did not have any topics to cover this week.  Allen asked Eastes about the locks that were replaced at the EMS building.  Eastes reported that the mechanical locks were more expensive but were easier to repair in the future.  Eastes reported that the key had to be replaced as well and they must be replaced by the manufacturer.  Pickel suggested that we contact Center Glass to see if they can provide the same service.  Eastes agreed to check with Center Glass about replacement cost and to check with Center Glass if maintenance is needed in the future.
Eastes also discussed repairs for one of the ambulances.    

A motion was made by Roger Allen and seconded by Denise Sasse to convene in executive session to discuss non-elected personnel from10:10 a.m. till 10:25 a.m.    Motion carried unanimously.   Also in the session were Patrick Eastes and Sharon Wolters.  Regular session reconvened at 10:25 a.m.   Commissioners instructed Eastes to review the current employee schedule and adjust responsibilities as he deems best.
Dave Tucker, Marvin Kugler & Steve Kugler joined the meeting and discussed farm ground rental agreement for 2014.  Tucker provided maps of the landfill and also reported that the total acres of rented land may be reduced several acres if additional space is needed for the C & D pit.   Allen provided a copy of the most recent contract and asked about adjusting the total acres on the contract.   Allen suggested increasing the rates to $50.00/acre for crop land and $20.00 per acre for hay and pasture land.  Steve Kugler indicated that he felt the hay land price was too high.   Initials _____ _____ _____
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Allen indicated that he was willing to negotiate a price.  Pickel suggested $15.00 per hay acre.  Marvin Kugler indicated that some of the hay land was not accessible.  Allen asked about adjusting the number of hay acres.  Tucker reported on the KDHE requirements for pumping water from the pit.  Tucker indicated that due to new standards for our landfill, no additional water can be removed from the landfill drain off.  Allen asked if Kugler wished to visit the FSA office to review acres.   Steve Kugler indicated that they will be open to higher prices for hay ground if the hedge bushes are removed.  Commissioners adjusted the crop acres to accommodate for the C&D pit road to 65.5.   Per acre prices for 2014 were set as follows: $50.00 per acre for crop land, $20.00 for pasture land and $15.00 for hay land. An agreement was signed.
Steve Kugler asked about building up and rocking 140 Road between S & U Roads.  Kugler indicated that he has visited with Kim Hawkins and Kevin Baetz about using rock.   Commissioners agreed to discuss the road with Pennington. Kugler indicated that he was willing to pay for the rock.  Kugler also asked about tree trimming on R Road between 150 & 160 Roads.

Dave Tucker reported on the recent KDHE visit from Karen Schmidt.  Tucker reported that he has to update the FOP (Facility Operations Plan). 
Tucker asked the commissioners about the e-waste program with Osborne County.  Pickel reviewed the information he was given from Osborne County.   Commissioners asked Tucker to attend.
Commissioners received a copy of a public service announcement from the Register of Deeds.  Commissioners reported to Arment that they were in agreement with the article and appreciated the effort to inform the public.
Laura Hageman, Health Nurse, joined the meeting and discussed the following:

1. Hageman reviewed the requirements for the County Health Officer to intervene in what was considered a health hazard.  Hageman reported that she has no jurisdictional authority over city properties.   Hageman recommended that the City of Smith Center use their zoning rules to deal with the property.

2. Hageman reported that Harvey Knoll called and discussed the roof at the Health Department.  Knoll believes the roof needs to be replaced.  Hageman believes the roof was damaged in the storm that produced the tornado that touched down in Lebanon.  Commissioners instructed Hageman to report the damage and report back to the commissioners.
3. Hageman discussed replacement of the awning.  Commissioners approved using Ron Carder.  Carder agreed to complete the work when the Health Department is closed.

4. Hageman asked about hiring for Kris Gerstenkorn’s position.   Gerstenkorn will be leaving in July and Hageman wishes to hire someone before March so the employee can attend the WIC training.   Hageman also indicated that she would cross train the new employee to cover maternity leave for another employee.  Hageman reported that the new employee will be a full time employee and Lehman will be part-time after Gerstenkorn leaves.   Wolters agreed to post the job opening on Nex-Tech and Facebook.
Commissioners approved added and abated tax statements.

Commissioners approved sending $5427.49 to 17th Judicial Court for recording devices for the courtroom in the Smith County Courthouse from Court/Legal Cost budget which is part of the County General Fund.

Commissioners reviewed and signed a contract with Nex-Tech for the Sheriff to revise the cable service to the jail.

As there was no further business, the meeting was adjourned.
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