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Journal of Proceedings for the Smith County Commissioners

November 25, 2013
The County Commissioners met in regular session on November 25, 2013 in the County Commissioners’ Room.  Present were Dale Pickel, Denise Sasse and Roger Allen, Commissioners.  Also present was Clerk, Sharon Wolters, and Phillip Pennington, Road Supervisor.
Commissioners approved the minutes from the November 18, 2013 regular meeting. 

Commissioners approved the agenda.
 
Commissioners reviewed the mail. 

The chairman reviewed and signed the Treasurer’s daily balance sheet envelopes.  The clerk attested his signature.
Commissioners approved voucher #28889-28949 from the following accounts:

General



  7223.08


Road Dept.



75464.84


Noxious Weed



      62.76


Health




  1453.92


Appraiser



      99.32


Landfill



    622.93


EMS




  3375.60


 TOTAL


      $   88,302.45


Commissioners opened the single bid received for the Communication’s Department Chair.  Commissioners accepted the bid from Chad Meyer.

Commissioners discussed the insurance meetings and premium costs.  Commissioners decided to provide the employees with health insurance at no cost and have the employees pay 20% of the additional cost of coverage for family, spouse or children.   
Wolters reviewed an e-mail from Lori Bortz representing First Insurance Company that outlined the EMC Insurance Company’s policy of conceal carry coverage for government buildings and county employees.

Commissioners reviewed an e-mail concerning the Osborne County e-waste program.  No change was made at this time.

Dale Pickel left the meeting.

Pennington discussed the following:

1. Pennington discussed road requests from Steve McNary.  Pennington indicated that many of the requested road repairs have already been made.  He also stated that they will continue to review the list and complete any necessary maintenance.

2. Pennington discussed 210 Road between H & I Roads.

3. Sasse inquired about what time the employees return to the road barn at the end of the work day.  Commissioners discussed with Pennington ways to increase efficiency and time management.

4. Pennington presented four pay increases for longevity.  Commissioners approved the increase.

5. Commissioners reviewed and signed the Federal Allotment Agreement #92 C-2057-13 from KDOT. 
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6. Pennington reported that they completed the request for additional rock at 30 & Y Roads. 

7. Wolters reviewed the letter from ABBB, Chtd. and  asked Pennington if any additional county employees were using the county pick up to drive to and from their blade or to work.  Pennington reported that two current employees receive the benefit.  Wolters reviewed the IRS regulations about driving county vehicles to and from work and noted that the two employees who qualify are currently set up in payroll as taxable income.
Commissioners visited with Dave Tucker about closing the landfill for high winds and staff management during the closed times.  Commissioners instructed Tucker to have an additional list of duties for those days to insure that the employees are efficiently completing work that needs to be done.  

Commissioners reviewed two requests for landfill fee abatements.  After some discussion the commissioners agreed that the Rodney Ohmstede’s bee business was an agricultural business and was exempt from the landfill fee for his agricultural use building.   Commissioners signed and approved the two abatements. 
Walt Keever and Randy Hill joined the meeting.  Hill agreed to take the alternate position to represent Smith County on the High Plains Mental Health Board. Commissioners agreed to appoint Hill as the Smith County representative on the High Plains Mental Health Board.

Patrick Eastes, EMS Director joined the meeting. 

Commissioners agreed to issue a $25.00 per employee voucher for Christmas to be included in the first paycheck of December.
Commissioners discussed the cost of living increase for 2014.   Commissioners agreed to address the increase in the last meeting of the year.   
Randy Archer, Hospital Safety Officer, joined the meeting and discussed the  LEPC (Local Emergency Preparedness Committee) activities for 2013.   Archer presented a list of officers recommended for 2013-2014 and a copy of the adopted by-laws.    Commissioners approved the appointment of board members as presented and signed the necessary forms.    Sasse asked about the frequency of LEPC meetings.  Archer reported that we have been having meetings one time per month during the process of structuring the committee and reported that the committee will meet quarterly in 2014.  Commissioners also agreed to pay for the open meeting notice which must be published at least one time per year. 

Dale Pickel rejoined the meeting.

Kathy Hansen, Appraiser; Garoleen Wilson, Smith Center Economic Development; and Brad Howland, SCED Board Chairman, joined the meeting.  Wilson wished to review the current NRP (Neighborhood Revitalization Program).   Hansen discussed the process for valuing farm land in Kansas.  Wilson discussed demolition and revitalization of property in Smith Center.   Wilson asked the commissioners to consider continuing the current NRP program.   Hansen reported that 36 people asked for an application in 2012.  In 2013 32 applications were given to tax payers.  Hansen reported that after March 1, 2014 the county cannot accept any additional applications.  Wilson asked the commissioners to consider renewing the plan.  Wolters reported that every plan previously passed in Smith County was prepared and presented by the acting Economic Development representative for Smith Center.   Wilson and Howland agreed to discuss the topic at the next Smith Center Economic Development Board meeting.
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Wilson also discussed the electronic waste recycling program in Osborne.  Wilson reported that the cost will be $1000.00 per year for the county to participate in the ten county electronics recycling program.  Wilson said there is a meeting December 18, 2013, at 10:00 a.m. in Osborne County.  Pickel said that he would prefer to have the trailer at the landfill so it can be supervised if we do participate in the program.  Wolters agreed to contact Osborne County about participation requirements.
Wilson reviewed the store front renewal program.  Wilson asked the commissioners if they are willing to enhance the downtown area by adding an attractive awning to the County Health Department building.   Wilson stated that she believed the ED Board would consider a grant application for revitalization.

Wilson asked about using the Health Care Sales Tax for an additional ROZ grant by distributing funds from the Health Care Sales tax fund to the hospital for that purpose.    Commissioners took no action at this time. 

As there was no further business, the meeting was adjourned.









_____________________________






 


Roger Allen, Chairman









_____________________________









Denise Sasse, Member 



Attest:






___________________________



_____________________________  
Sharon Wolters, Clerk 




Dale Pickel, Member
These minutes are not official until signed by the county commissioners and attested to by the County Clerk.

