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Journal of Proceedings for the Smith County Commissioners

May 12, 2014
The County Commissioners met in regular session on May 12, 2014 in the County Commissioners’ Room.  Present were commissioners Roger Allen, Dale Pickel and Denise Sasse.  Also present was Clerk, Sharon Wolters and Mitch Fritz, Road Supervisor.   
Commissioners approved the minutes from the May 5, 2014 regular meeting. 

Commissioners approved the agenda.
  
The chairman reviewed and signed the Treasurer’s daily balance sheet envelopes.  The clerk attested his signature. 
Commissioners received a budget request from Judge Pratt for the 2015 budget year.  Commissioners agreed to respond after meeting with Ken Beran for budget work sessions.
Wolters provided a copy of an e-mail concerning the committee formed by taxpayers of Smith Center to research and discuss the Smith County levy rates.

Jerry Lambert joined the meeting and discussed rocking the road west of Thornburg Road on 50 Road between P & O and north on O Road.  Lambert indicated that there were some roads in this area that need to be patched.  Lambert also asked about tree maintenance on 60 Road west of P Road.  Lambert asked about repairs on O Rd. and commissioners indicated that they will not be doing work off of the county right of way.
Tabitha Owen, County Attorney, joined the meeting and a motion was made by Sasse and seconded by Allen to convene in executive session from 9:00 a.m. through 9:20 a.m. for legal advice.  Motion carried unanimously.  

Regular session reconvenes.   A motion was made by Sasse and seconded by Allen to convene in executive session from 9:20 a.m. through 9:30 a.m. for legal advice.  Motion carried unanimously.  

Regular session reconvened at 9:35 a.m.  
Sasse made a motion to deny payment of voucher #29884 after reviewing the invoice submitted and discussing payment with legal counsel.  Allen seconded the motion.  Motion carried unanimously.
Commissioners approved payment of voucher #29802-29896 with the exception of voucher #29884 from the following funds:

General

23748.40





Road


57103.89





Noxious Weed

    411.42





Sm. Co. Health
  2882.24





Appraiser

  8737.50





Solid Waste

  1340.78




EMS


  4111.93





TOTAL
         $ 95,336.16

The following Soil Conservation board members and Soil Conservation employees joined the meeting and requested funding for the 2015 Soil Conservation District budget: Steve Wingerson, Mike Weltmer, Martin Seemann, Tonja Bonjorno, Jay Overmiller, David Herredsberg and Todd Kirchhoff.   Weltmer reported that Smith County received the lowest funding in the state in 2014.                   Initials _____ _____ _____
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Wingerson discussed funding resources for the Soil Conservation District.  Overmiller asked the commissioners to consider their request so they can receive more from the state.  Bonjorno stated that the maximum state match is $25,000.00.  Sasse asked for clarification on the Enterprise Fund.  Board members indicated that the main reason for the Enterprise Fund is to purchase and maintain the drill which is used regularly by county taxpayers.  The Enterprise Fund has also been used to assist in well projects which did not qualify for the state matching fund program.   Allen indicated that they will be reviewing the budget during July and would consider the request at that time.









Fritz discussed the following:
1. Fritz presented the State Bridge Inspection Master Agreement.  Commissioners reviewed and signed the agreement and Wolters attested their signature.
2. Allen asked Fritz about maintenance on 90 Road between AA & CC Roads.
3. Pickel asked about patching on 165 Road between R & S Roads.

4. Allen asked about maintenance on 220 Road between CC & DD Roads.  Fritz has viewed the location and indicated that there are fiber-optic lines at this location and a minimum of work can be done in the right-of-way.

5. Fritz reported that repair on Bridge #148 is complete.  

6. Commissioners agreed to meet in a special meeting after viewing Roger Overmiller’s pond on 50 Road and several other roads to discuss maintenance options for 50 Road and previously requested maintenance at other locations.

7. Fritz reported that he received a verbal resignation from Phillip Pennington.   Pickel verified that Pennington told him he has verbally resigned.  Sasse asked Fritz to ask Pennington for a written resignation for his file.  Commissioners agreed to accept the resignation.
Commissioners reviewed an e-mail from J.R. Rice concerning the cost of the map training discussed last week.  Rice indicated that the cost was higher than expected and would look for another class at a lower cost.
Dave Tucker, Landfill Supervisor, joined the meeting and discussed the need for additional staff.   Tucker also reported that Swank asked about the assistant supervisor position.  Commissioners did not wish to appoint an assistant at this time.
Patrick Eastes, EMS Director, joined the meeting and discussed the following:

1. Eastes introduced Jeff Novak to commissioners.
2. Eastes reported that the old ambulance is sold and has been picked up.

3. Eastes reported that he may have another employee on extended leave and will report when the information is verified.  

Commissioners reviewed an email from DASC (Data Access & Support Center) asking for permission to access information on addressing in Smith County CAMA (Orion) system.  Commissioners agreed to provide a release for DASC.
Laura Hageman, Co. Health Nurse, joined the meeting and discussed the following:

1. Hageman provided bids received for repairing the health department building roof.  Commissioners asked about the warranty from Leisure Construction Company. Hageman agreed to get the information.
2. Hageman reviewed her schedule for this week.
Initials _____ _____ _____
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3. Hageman asked if the commissioners received an invitation to a meeting on the impact of Affordable Health Care on rural healthcare.  Commissioners indicated that they have not received any invitation.
Chad Meyer and Daniel Miner joined the meeting.  Meyer introduced the new part-time employee working for communications.   Meyer asked about giving an additional $.50 per hour since he is already trained and there will be no training cost.  Allen made a motion to increase to $10.50 per hour and Pickel seconded it.  Motion carried unanimously.   
Meyer reported that he has contacted AOS for a price on the new 911 software and hardware system.  He has not received an estimate at this time.
Chris Jones joined the meeting and asked if the commissioners have anything they wish to discuss.  Commissioners did not have any new items to discuss at this time.
As there was no further business, the meeting was adjourned.   









_____________________________









Roger Allen, Chairman









_____________________________









Denise Sasse, Member 



Attest:






___________________________



_____________________________   
Sharon Wolters, Clerk 




Dale Pickel, Member

These minutes are not official until signed by the county commissioners and attested to by the County Clerk.

