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Journal of Proceedings for the Smith County Commissioners

September 15, 2014
The County Commissioners met in regular session on September 15, 2014 in the County Commissioners’ Room.  Present were commissioners Roger Allen, Dale Pickel and Denise Sasse.  Also present was Clerk, Sharon Wolters; and, Mitch Fritz, Road Supervisor.   
Commissioners approved the minutes from the September 8, 2014 regular meeting. 

Commissioners approved the agenda.
  
The chairman reviewed and signed the Treasurer’s daily balance sheet envelopes.  The clerk attested his signature. 
Commissioners approved voucher ##30557-30560 from the following accounts:


General

    2079.77

Road


77870.13


Noxious Weed


      98.59


Co. Health


  2033.87


Appraiser


    449.68


Solid Waste


      15.75


EMS


    272.95


Next-Gen 911


      67.82


TOTAL
               $   82,888.56
Allen reported that he has visited with Bruce Lehman, Sheriff, and some additional signage is required at motorcycle test area.  Reinking has agreed to provide the corrected signage.
Wolters reported on a conversation with the Neighborhood Revitalization contact person at the AG’s office.  Wolters reported that the proposed plan has been mailed to the Attorney General for review.
A motion was made by Sasse and seconded by Pickel to meet in executive session from 8:45 a.m. till 9:00 a.m. to complete a job interview.  Motion carried unanimously.   Also in the session were Mitch Fritz and Blake Ifland.   Regular session reconvened at 9:00 a.m.   Commissioners authorized Fritz to make the final decision about filling the  heavy machine operator’s position.
Mitch Fritz, Road Supervisor, discussed the following:

1. Sasse reported that she had an additional request for maintenance on C Road.   Fritz reported that he is currently attempting to do pre-harvest work on dirt roads and will move to C Road maintenance as soon as possible.
2. Fritz reviewed a bridge replacement plan that was submitted to the KDOT for Smith County by Penco Engineering.

3. Fritz reported that Z Road between 20 & 30 Roads were not passable and the road department is working on drainage at this location.
Clayton McDowell joined the meeting and discussed C Road.  McDowell stated that he had tire damage from the road and he wished to have the county repair the road.  Fritz stated that he cannot remove the rock surface because the road surface of an FAS road cannot be dirt.  McDowell asked commissioners to set a date for completion of the C Road repairs.  Commissioners were not able to give a specific date for completion.  Fritz stated that he can move to C Road but it will delay work in other parts of the county.  Commissioners instructed Fritz to move to C Road and complete basic maintenance at this time.   McDowell left the meeting
David Tucker, Landfill Supervisor, joined the meeting.
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Garoleen Wilson, Smith Center Economic Development Director, joined the meeting and discussed transfer of waste from the Planter Lounge to the Smith County Landfill.  Wilson asked about more lenient requirements for sorting the waste from Planter Lounge, extended landfill hours and waiving fees for hauling the building to the landfill.   Tucker reported that he has instructed the city employees to sort out pipes and metal which include old appliances.   Commissioners were willing to allow any waste deposits as long as they followed the requirements for landfill maintenance that are established by State and Federal Regulatory authority.   Commissioners denied the request for extended hours at the landfill.  The commissioners agreed to make an exception to the county per load hauling fee and waive fees for the city, a local municipality, in order to increase future value of both city and county property.  Wilson expressed appreciation for the cooperative effort to improve the county.
Wilson discussed NRP.  Commissioners agreed to wait for return of information from the Attorney General.  Wilson left the meeting.

Tucker also discussed the following:

1. Tucker provided a copy of the Bluestem Environmental report.  

2. Tucker provided a copy of the landfill high wind closing record.

3. Tucker discussed the additional documentation needed for completion of Permit # 0760 application.   Wolters agreed to send the additional information to KDHE.
4. Tucker reported that a HHW training is available to train the new landfill employee.  Commissioner approved sending the new employee to HHW training.

5. Tucker discussed HHW disposal.  Tucker has researched and found that Ellis County is the least expensive place to accept HHW from Smith County at $.30 a pound.  Tucker agreed to contact Ellis County for more information.

Chad Meyer, Communications Director, joined the meeting and discussed the following:

1. Meyer reported that the console monitor is no longer working.  The back-up monitor is in place.  

2. Allen asked Meyer to update the commissioners on moving the Communications Department to another location.  Meyer agreed to do some research on the cost of moving the Communications Department to another location.
Dennis Hansen joined the meeting and thanked the commissioners for purchasing the grave flag markers and discussed the veteran’s markers purchased by the county.  Sasse asked about the history of purchasing markers.  Hansen asked if the county would reconsider purchasing the brass markers because he felt it was a longer lasting marker.  Commissioners made no change at this time.
Hansen asked about the recent mower purchase by the county.  Hansen expressed concern about commissioners purchasing the mowers from an “out-of-state” dealer.   Fritz reported on the process used that concluded in purchasing the Kuhn mowers.   Hansen asked for clarification on county purchasing policy.   Hansen asked the commissioners to rescind the purchase order for the Kuhn mowers.   Hansen asked the commissioners to reconsider the methods that they are using to purchase county equipment.   Commissioners did not wish to rescind the decision at this time.   Commissioners agreed to review the purchasing policy.   Hansen left the meeting.
Kerry Ferguson and Roy Brown joined the meeting.

Brown asked about the driveway entrance to his house on T Road between 40 & 50 Roads.  Fritz indicated that he has viewed the location and will make some corrections as soon as possible.

Ferguson discussed road maintenance on 120 Road between C Road and his residence.  Ferguson asked Fritz to make sure a crown is on the road so there will be proper drainage.

Ferguson also discussed O Road between 110 & 120 Roads.   
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Ferguson asked Fritz to talk with the mower operator about going around the reflector posts.  
As there was no additional business, the meeting was adjourned.
_____________________________









Roger Allen, Chairman









_____________________________









Denise Sasse, Member 



Attest:






___________________________



_____________________________     
Sharon Wolters, Clerk 





Dale Pickel, Member

These minutes are not official until signed by the county commissioners and attested to by the County Clerk.

