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Journal of Proceedings for the Smith County Commissioners

March 31, 2014
The County Commissioners met in regular session on March 31, 2014 in the County Commissioners’ Room.  Present were commissioners Roger Allen, Dale Pickel and Denise Sasse.  Also present was Clerk, Sharon Wolters and Mitch Fritz, Interim Road Supervisor.   
Commissioners approved the minutes from the March 24, 2014 regular meeting. 

Commissioners approved the agenda.
  
The chairman reviewed and signed the Treasurer’s daily balance sheet envelopes.  The clerk attested his signature. 
The commissioners approved Voucher #29654-29656 from the following accounts:

General Fund



45.00

Road



        2,855.00

Special Machinery

      63,900.00 
 
TOTAL

    
   $ 66,800.00
Phillip Pennington joined the meeting and the commissioners provided a copy of his 2013 job performance evaluation for Pennington.  Pennington signed a copy for his employee file.

Fritz discussed the following:
1. Allen asked about replacing bridge #253 in Lincoln Twp.  Fritz agreed to discuss the location with DeBoer.
2. Fritz reported that he will meet with Gary Wolters from the SCS office to discuss drainage.

3. Fritz reported that the bridge located on F & 180 Roads is open and clean-up will be completed by today.   Fritz discussed reseeding the area as required by the SCS.

4. Commissioners discussed maintenance on 30 Road.  Commissioners discussed using white rock for this location.  No decision was made at this time.
5. Allen discussed the bridge located on E Road in Valley Twp.  Allen suggested bidding bridge replacement at this location for both summer and fall dates to establish lowest cost and earliest possible replacement date.

Jerol DeBoer, Penco Engineering, joined the meeting and discussed the following:

1. DeBoer provided information on bridge inspections and Federal Allotment funds available.  Also included was K.S.A. 19-214 which details spending authority for commissioners.

2. Sasse asked about Bridge #221.  DeBoer discussed maintenance and stated that the bridge has a 5 ton load limit.  Sasse asked about rebuilding the road east of the bridge.  DeBoer stated that KDOT has authority to require bridge closing in the county if they deem bridges unsafe.   

3. DeBoer reviewed the 13 fracture critical bridges which need to be addressed for 2014.

4. Fritz asked about taking bids for triple box bridge #218.  DeBoer named vendors who will not bid if the commissioners asked for bids prior to the fall.  DeBoer also suggested using the same bidding date as Phillips County for bridge #218 in order to receive lower bids.   Fritz indicated that he will contact Phillips County to coordinate the dates for the project.
5. Allen discussed bridge #253.  DeBoer stated that the bridge is not currently shown on the list of bridge projects.  DeBoer stated that the bridge was removed because it was a truss bridge.    
Initial _____ _____ _____

Journal of Proceedings for the Smith County Commissioners



Page 2 of 3

Held March 31, 2014
6. DeBoer asked about bridge #200.  Pickel reported that he visited the location yesterday and the signs have been knocked down at this location.  Pickel stated that there are tires and a hay bale plugging the tube currently at this location.   Commissioners reviewed options for flood routes.  Pickel suggested putting in tubes and removing the bridge.

7. DeBoer reported that bridge #44, #48, #78, #93 #148, #178 are priority bridges which are not truss bridges.  Allen asked specific information about these bridges.  
8. DeBoer also discussed truss bridges #218, #211, #225, #50, #77, #186, #91, #149. DeBoer discussed the truss bridges which have already been removed.  DeBoer stated that bridge #154 has been removed. 
9. DeBoer stated that bridge #2 is also a critical fracture bridge which is not a truss bridge. DeBoer stated that he would not classify this bridge as a high priority. 
10. DeBoer stated that Bridge #175 will be inspected by KDOT and the inspection will require underwater divers for inspection.  DeBoer stated that the inspection will be costly.   DeBoer agreed to visit the bridge to see what options are available to replace, repair or remove the bridge.
11. DeBoer asked about replacing bridge #212 in Valley Twp.    

12. Fritz asked commissioners about prioritizing the bridge repairs.  Fritz agreed to meet with bridge crew and DeBoer and prioritize bridge repair and replacement.   Allen suggested working on several bridges near the same location to save time and money moving.  
13. DeBoer suggested taking bids for larger projects.   Commissioners reviewed Federal Allotment Funding.  Commissioners talked about using Federal Allotment money to repair bridges.  

Dave Tucker, Landfill Supervisor, discussed the following:

1. Tucker discussed bringing the e-waste trailer to Smith Center for May 21st city-wide clean-up.  Tucker also asked about a HHW pickup for Smith Center on the same date.  Commissioners instructed Tucker to provide HHW or e-waste services for all city-wide cleanup days if requested by the city.

2. Tucker discussed using Management Resources to pick up tires instead of Champlin.  Commissioners made no change at this time.
3. Tucker discussed hedge post.  Allen suggested taking 15 corner posts and having the rest line posts.  Allen asked about total number of posts that will come from the removal of the hedge.   
Art Befort called and asked the commissioners not to sell the recycling trailers until he completes his research.  Commissioners stated that they do not have any plans to sell the trailers at this time.  Befort stated that he will have a written report for the commissioners.   Commissioners thanked Befort for his efforts.
Patrick Eastes, EMS Director, joined the meeting and discussed the following:

1.  Eastes gave commissioners price sheets for Zoll Monitors.   Eastes asked about using Health Care Sales Tax money to purchase new monitors.  Eastes reported that the current monitors cannot be used for monitoring small children’s blood pressure.  Eastes also reviewed other features available that are not on the current monitors.   Eastes reviewed the trade-in values of the currently owned Zoll monitors.  Commissioners discussed several purchasing proposals.  Eastes agreed to contact the Zoll monitor company to establish prices for the monitors if they were purchased over two years time.
Bob Wagner joined the meeting by phone and asked about the following:
1. Wagner asked about cutting a channel on 50 Rd between Hwy 8 & I Road.  Commissioners reported that they cannot create a change in the natural flow of water.

2. Wagner asked about tarping trucks to the landfill.   Commissioners did not know of any regulation which required truck to be tarped for the landfill. 
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Doug Ford joined the meeting and asked about tree maintenance on 150 Road between C & E Roads.  Commissioners agreed to contact the road supervisor about completing the tree maintenance.  Ford also asked about reflector replacement on E Road north of Hwy 36.   Ford requested J.R. Rice as the blade man for his district.  Ford stated that he appreciated the work done by Rice.
Eastes returned to the meeting and stated that the price for the Zoll monitors will be honored if purchased within 12 months (prior to March 19, 2015).      Pickel made a motion and Sasse seconded the motion to purchase two Zoll monitors now and review purchasing two additional monitors within the next 12 months.  Motion carried unanimously.  

Commissioners discussed replacing the water fountain in the courthouse basement.  Commissioners agreed to replace the first floor drinking fountain and use county general funds to replace the drinking fountain.   
Commissioners approved nine abated tax statements.

Commissioners reviewed and Roger Allen signed a Letter of Authorization for MSAG data extract at AOS. 

As there was no further business, the meeting was adjourned. 








_____________________________









Roger Allen, Chairman








_____________________________









Denise Sasse, Member 



Attest:






___________________________



_____________________________   
Sharon Wolters, Clerk 




Dale Pickel, Member
These minutes are not official until signed by the county commissioners and attested to by the County Clerk.

