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Journal of Proceedings for the Smith County Commissioners

March 4, 2013
The County Commissioners met in regular session on March 4, 2013 in the County Commissioners’ Room.  Present were Dale Pickel, Denise Sasse and Roger Allen, Commissioners.  Also present were Sharon Wolters, Clerk; and, Phillip Pennington, Road Supervisor. 
Commissioners approved the minutes from the February 25, 2013 regular meeting. 

The chairman reviewed and signed the Treasurer’s daily balance sheet.  The clerk attested his signature.

Commissioners approved the agenda.
 
Commissioners reviewed the mail.

Commissioners received a Water Quality Report from RWD#1. 
Wolters reported that the commissioners received an invitation from Elaine Bowers and Troy Waymaster to attend the legislative update on March 5, 2013 at 9:30 at the Second Cup Café in Smith Center.

Wolters reported that Kelly Lyon asked her to convey his appreciation for the road department employees during recent work done.  

Commissioners reviewed the Archut request to put a fence on the county right of way.   A motion was made by R. Allen and seconded by D. Pickel to deny the request and stay consistent with our current ROW policy.  Motion carried unanimously.

Denise Sasse indicated that she received a call from David Levin, who indicated that he wishes to have white rock on the road by his house.  The commissioners discussed changing the scope of work and changing the location.  Commissioners discussed alternate locations for the green rock project.  Commissioners agreed to send a letter to each landowner on the section of road currently slated for green rock in order to allow all landowners input on the decision.   Commissioners signed the letter.
Commissioners signed an easement for Kerry Ferguson allowing him to place a water line under the county road.  Ferguson has been instructed to encase the water line in a pipe 2-3 inches larger to provide for service on the water line if needed in the future.
Commissioners discussed a request received from Mary (Wagner) Banwart asking Smith County commissioners to close a section of road in the unincorporated city of Harlan. (See attached)  A motion was made by Dale Pickel and seconded by Denise Sasse to close the section of road.  Motion carried unanimously.

Pennington discussed the new requirement by the State of Kansas to x-ray all truss bridges.  Due to the annually required inspection, Pennington reported that annual cost of $5000-$10,000 will be assessed for each truss bridge in the county.  Pennington explained that the bridges should be replaced with a structure that does not require the high annual inspection fee.  Pennington indicated that the bridges discussed today should be replaced in the future.

Pennington discussed removing a truss bridge located on Z Road between 190 & 200 Roads.  Pickel made a motion and it was seconded by Sasse to remove the bridge at this location.  Motion carried unanimously.

Pennington discussed the truss bridge on 300 Road between DD & EE Roads.  Allen made a motion and it was seconded by Pickel to remove the bridge at this location.
Pennington discussed the bridge on 220 Road between F & G Roads.  Pennington indicated that Darold Grauerholz has contacted the commissioners about repairing this bridge.  
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Allen wished to have Grauerholz meet with Pennington and DeBoer, Penco Engineering, to explain why it is not economically possible for Smith County to fix the current truss bridge. 





Roger Allen made a motion to remove the bridge.   Pickel seconded the motion.  Motion carried unanimously.  
Pennington asked about barricading the bridges that we remove.  Allen suggested a more permanent barricade that is secured to the road in order to keep the barricades in place.
Pennington discussed the bridge located on 130 Road and F Road.  Pennington reported that the bridge is a critical access bridge that did not pass current inspection.   
Pennington also discussed a second critical access bridge located on F Road between 160 and 170 Roads.  Pennington reported that the bridge can be replaced by tube.

Commissioners instructed Pennington to put more permanent barricades at locations where bridges have been removed.

Commissioners discussed the fence at the road department storage lot.  Pennington agreed to purchase the fence and erect the fence at this location.

Commissioners approved two payroll increases.  Donna Brohman completed 5 years of service and Gary Baetz completed 15 years of service to the county. 

Patrick Eastes, EMS Director, reported on EMS unit maintenance.  Eastes had no other discussion topics for today.

Sandy Powell joined the meeting and asked the commissioners about grading G Road between 250 Road and Hwy. 9   

Dave Tucker, Landfill Supervisor, joined the meeting and discussed the following:

1. Tucker discussed the KDHE compost report.  Wolters indicated that we have never used our compost permit.

2. Tucker discussed the new hours at the landfill.

3. Tucker checked on a replacement sprayer.  The approximate cost is $300.00.  Commissioners authorized the purchase of the sprayer.
Kerry Ferguson joined the meeting.  Ferguson collected a copy of the easement for the water line at C & 120 Roads.  Allen signed the documentation.
James Dean, Under-sheriff, joined the meeting and discussed the following:

1. Dean reported that the back-up 800 radio system has been added to the communications console.

2. Dean reported that the City of Smith Center will be done using the County law enforcement cars within the week.

3. Dean reported that a prospective employee has been interviewed.  Dean reported that training at the law enforcement center requires the employee to complete one year of employment or pay the county back for the cost of training.

4. Dean reported that they have disposed of two vehicles at this time.  Additional work is being done so the sheriff can dispose of other used cars. 

Commissioners discussed the road maintenance request received from S. Powell earlier today.  Pickel reported that a portion of the road discussed is closed.  Sasse asked about contacting the Transportation Director for School District #110.  







Commissioners discussed picking up the LEPC/County Sanitarian vehicle from Topeka.  Vernon Reinking,  Smith County Treasurer, agreed to transport someone from the county to pick up the vehicle in Topeka.  No decision was made at this time.
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Laura Hageman, Health Nurse, discussed the following:

1. Hageman discussed Kan-Care procedures.  Hageman wanted the commissioners to be aware of the new process.

2. Hageman discussed sick leave for April 8th through April 19th.  Commissioners agreed to the sick leave request.

3. Hageman asked the commissioners if they wished to be represented on the CDRR Grant board.  Commissioners appointed Wolters to represent the county as the elected representative on the board.

John Baetz joined the meeting.  Baetz is the owner of Kansas Preview and Kansas Hardwood Magazine, and also played football at Smith Center High School.  Baetz explained that he and other members of the Smith Center Football team will meet on June 8, 2013 to honor Smith Center coaches Barta and Hutchison.  Baetz is seeking sponsorship of the event.   Baetz asked the commissioners to authorize or endorse the sponsorship of the event by purchasing a full page advertisement.    Commissioners indicated that advertisements for events are not expenses that are in the scope of county budget authority.   Commissioners indicated that individuals on the County Commission may be solicited.     
James Dean returned to the meeting and indicated that the Annual Weather Watchers training will be March 7, 2013.

Commissioners agreed to allow the department heads to decide whether they will require a new job application for employees moving from one department to another.
Dale Pickel made a motion to pass Resolution 13-05, 13-06 &13-07 as follows:

Resolution 13-05 expresses the desire of the Smith County Commissioners NOT to support making prairie chickens an endangered species.

Resolution 13-06 expresses the desire of the Smith County Commissioners NOT to support making the black footed ferret an endangered species.

Resolution 13-07 expresses the Smith County commissioners wish TO support preservation and defense of the U.S. Constitutional second amendment right to bear arms.  
Commissioners passed the resolutions unanimously.  Commissioners instructed Wolters to send copies of the resolutions to a list of elected officials in Kansas provided by Logan County.
Roger Allen left the meeting.

Commissioners discussed the wage for the interim communications director.  Pickel made a motion to increase the hourly wage to $12.12 per hour and Sasse seconded the motion.  Motion carried unanimously.

As there was no further business, the meeting was adjourned.
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These minutes are not official until signed by the county commissioners and attested to by the County Clerk.


