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Journal of Proceedings for the Smith County Commissioners

April 29, 2013
The County Commissioners met in regular session on April 29, 2013 in the County Commissioners’ Room.  Present were Dale Pickel, Denise Sasse and Roger Allen, Commissioners.  Also present were Sharon Wolters, Clerk; and, Mitch Fritz, Blade Foreman. 
Commissioners approved the minutes from the April 22, 2013 regular meeting. 

The chairman reviewed and signed the Treasurer’s daily balance sheet.  The clerk attested his signature.

Commissioners approved the agenda.
 
Commissioners reviewed the mail.

Commissioners approved voucher #27562-27613 from the following accounts:

General
19628.06


Road
                 2539.67


Noxious Weed

    55.58


Co. Health
                 7748.11


Appraiser
                 9470.48


Solid Waste
                   116.18


EMS
                   984.56



Health Care Sales Tax
                     98.25


TOTAL

$40,640.89


Allen asked about the waste disposal agreement with Jewell County.  Wolters reported that the Jewell County Commissioners will review the agreement today.

Sasse reported on road maintenance requests that she received during the past week.
Allen asked about a used tube owned by the road department.  Fritz reported that the tube will not be sold until Pennington can check on the cost and approves the sale.
Sheriff Bruce Lehman and Under-sheriff, James Dean, joined the meeting.   Pickel reported that he asked Sheriff Lehman to attend today’s meeting to discuss unsafe driving on C Road.  The workers on the road reported that there was high speed driving and they had to move off the road to allow for the drivers to pass.  The workers felt that people traveling C Road needed to adjust their speed to accommodate conditions on the road.  Lehman indicated that he will monitor the road at this location.  Lehman reported that Jacob Schluckebier is attending Law Enforcement Training at this time.  Lehman asked about replacing the dryer for the jail.  Wolters indicated that the sheriff still has adequate funds in his budget to cover the dryer purchase.   James Dean reported that they have been issuing tickets for speed and seat belt violations.  
Annette Riley and Danny Newbrey joined the meeting to discuss C Road.  Newbrey reported that several people have had tire damage from the green rock on C Road.  Fritz reported that none of the road has the top layer on it at this time.  Fritz indicated that traffic that comes through when the rock has not been compacted is more likely to have tire damage.  Sasse asked about closing the road temporarily until the road is complete.  Sasse also asked about putting up signs that say reduced speed limit or travel at your own risk.   Newbrey indicated that C Road has had long term maintenance problems.  Allen explained that the drought affected C Road in 2012.  Allen explained that the commissioners are trying to compare long term maintenance on the green rock roads and the white rock roads.   
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Allen reported that the drought was responsible Smith County losing the white rock on newly laid roads.   Fritz suggested diverting traffic.  Newbrey also asked about the gravel road from Cedar to Athol.  Fritz reported that the white rock was being added for a harder base.  Fritz indicated that after the rock base was patched with white rock they will lay gravel over the top.  Riley asked about using A Road instead of C Road.  Riley asked for maintenance on the dirt road by Jr. Hageman’s feed yard.   There was some discussion about general maintenance on Smith County roads.  Sasse asked about the amount of time needed to finish C Road.  Fritz reported that it was possible to finish the base at a rate of one mile per day.  Riley asked for a warning sign at this location.  Allen indicated that the county does not pay for repairing the tires.  The commissioners also indicated that they will continue to monitor the road and consider signage at this location. 
Newbrey and Riley left the meeting.  

Commissioners asked Fritz to contact Norm Bowers about laws for signage when working on the roads.   Pickel suggested a “travel at your own risk” sign while working the green rock.  
Wolters reported on the strategic plan for Smith County GIS.  Wolters indicated that J.R. Rice and Steve Thompson have worked on the ITS grant project and were able to create a portion of the sign layer and attach photos with longitude and latitude locations on them.   

Blake Burns called about the rock on C Road.  Sasse reported that the road is not complete.  Sasse reported that she has followed up on the complaints and recommended that Burns attempt to use another road until the road is complete.   Sasse indicated that the access to the road will be limited until the project is complete.  Allen asked Fritz about finishing three miles and then completing a mile at a time.   Commissioners agreed and instructed Fritz to complete the three miles already started and complete the remainder of the project one mile at a time.  
Dave Tucker, Landfill Supervisor, joined the meeting and discussed the following:

1. Wolters reported that the KDHE inspector called about the new hours at the landfill.  Wolters provided a copy of the e-mail sent to the state concerning the new hours at the landfill.

2. Allen discussed blowing trash and landfill clean-up.
Patrick Eastes, EMS Director, joined the meeting and discussed the following:

1. Eastes reported that the cement base for the generator was complete and the generator was delivered.  Eastes reported that the installation for the generator will be completed in June when the contractor will assist in permanently placing the generator on the slab of cement.
2. Eastes discussed the Lebanon repeater.  Eastes said that Platt Valley indicated the location of the repeater on the water tower was in question and agreed to adapt the repeater location so the water tower door will not be impaired.  Eastes reported that there are some compatible parts that can be switched between two of the new repeaters.  Commissioners instructed Eastes to discuss the repeater repairs with the Communications Board.   Eastes reported that the next Communications Board meeting will be May 9, 2013.
3. Wolters reported on the FMLA information received from EMC Insurance.  

4. Allen asked about a request from Junior VanderGiesen concerning the drive between EMS and Wheels Unlimited.  Eastes reported that the ruts has been taken care of.

Gladys Kennedy joined the meeting and asked that the road side sprayers not spray the plum thickets, elderberries and choke cherry bushes west and north of Lebanon.  Allen agreed to talk with Chris Jones about the fruit bushes.   
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Tim Riley joined the meeting and asked for an address for the “State Commissioners”.  Allen reported that there are no state commissioners.  Riley indicated that he felt Saline County has a state office that oversees the county commissioners.  Wolters reported that there may be a KDOT supervision over repairs that are in the state right-of-way.  Riley indicated that he felt they should be allowed to travel the road while they are working on the road or on state highways in Saline County.  Riley asked if the citizens should have to sustain losses due to the county’s road work.  Riley indicated that he does not feel that there is a speed issue with his vehicles that sustained tire damage.  Sasse indicated that they have instructed the road department to complete a shorter distance.  Riley asked who will pay for his tires.  Commissioners indicated that they cannot approve a payment unless the loss is approved by the county insurance carrier.  Commissioners indicated that they will submit Riley’s written request to the county insurance carrier for review.  
Laura Hageman, County Health Nurse, joined the meeting and updated the commissioners on the condition of a staff member who has been out of the office for an extended leave.  Hageman also reported that several staff members will attend the Governor’s Conference on Health Care.   

Commissioners received a 2014 budget request from Judge Preston Pratt.

Commissioners reviewed a letter from Jerry Moran indicating that he intends to protect our rights to bear arms.
Wolters reviewed the letter from KDHE concerning the Voluntary Clean-up Program.

Wolters reported that Rokenn Construction asked to be removed as the bidder for painting the courtroom.  Commissioners agreed to allow Christy Timmons, the second highest bidder to complete the project if he is able to complete it by June 30, 2013 or incur a $50.00 per day reduction to the bid after June 30, 2013.  Wolters agreed to contact Christy Timmons.
Commissioners reviewed the letter submitted by the City of Smith Center requesting the authority to insure the lights dugouts and other items located at Higly and Joy Fields which are owned by Smith County.  Commissioners signed a statement indicating that they have no objection to allowing the City of Smith Center to insure the lights and other items located on the county owned property.
Wolters reported that the President of the United States declared disaster #FEMA-4112-DR for the April snowstorm.  Wolters will notify Pennington at the road department.  

Commissioners signed one tax abatement.

As there was no further business, the meeting was adjourned.
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These minutes are not official until signed by the county commissioners and attested to by the County Clerk.


