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Journal of Proceedings for the Smith County Commissioners

April 22, 2013
The County Commissioners met in regular session on April 22, 2013 in the County Commissioners’ Room.  Present were Dale Pickel, Denise Sasse and Roger Allen, Commissioners.  Also present were Sharon Wolters, Clerk; and, Phillip Pennington, Road Supervisor. 
Commissioners approved the minutes from the April 15, 2013 regular meeting. 

The chairman reviewed and signed the Treasurer’s daily balance sheet.  The clerk attested his signature.

Commissioners approved the agenda.
 
Commissioners reviewed the mail.

Commissioners approved payroll #8 for $83,072.94.
Kathy Hansen, Appraiser, joined the meeting and discussed the appraisal for an NRP request.  Hansen explained that the request included moving a house from Smith Center to a rural location.  Commissioners discussed the current value.  Commissioners agreed that any increase in assessed value of the house over $5000.00 will be eligible for NRP.  The original house and current value will not be eligible.
Hansen also reported on the COTA hearing for Centerview Town Homes.  The hearing will be held May 15, 2013.

Kathy Hansen discussed the AOS Strategic Mapping Plan and discussed the parcel lines that must be realigned to the new geo-database.  Hansen indicated that Kimble will be available to visit with the commissioners at any time.  Hansen stated that she has been pleased with his work in the past.   She also provided a letter from Kimble for the commissioners to review.
Walt Hill, David Anderson and Sandra Loon, High Plains Mental Health; and, Walt Keever, Smith County High Plains Board Member, joined the meeting and presented the annual report for services provided to Smith County residents in 2012.   Hill indicated that the hospital provides office space for weekly service for local visits.  Hill indicated that the state funding is still uncertain.  County funding is 8% of total operating cost for High Plains per year.   Hill requested $24,900.00 for 2014 budget.   Hill reported that May 30, 2013 will be an orientation meeting for new board members and county commissioners.  Loon reported that the satellite office has been a real advantage to the local residents because they do not have to travel long distances to see mental health professionals.  Hill also discussed Westside School in Ellis County, a school program for students with severe behavior disorders.   Keever asked about crisis response for USD # 110.  Hill reported that they called and offered assistance as needed.  Hill also reported that many schools have their own community response teams.  
Burdette Hermann joined the meeting and discussed concerns about access to his land located on 240 Road between L & M Roads.   Sasse contacted Gary Frieling and Kurt Ifland by phone to ask some additional questions.   


Allen asked about clarifying the approval for the Treasurer to make an entry in the north wall of the Treasurer’s office using motor vehicle funds.   Allen made a motion and it was seconded by Sasse to allow the change to the courthouse as requested.  Motion carried unanimously.
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Allen also requested clarification on the request by the RWD#1 to pay for the water line relocation at 190 & I Roads.  Allen reported that he visited with DeBoer, Penco Engineering, and DeBoer indicated that the County has some responsibility at this site because the project work changed water drainage.  Allen indicated that the contract with the land owner indicated that Smith County would be responsible to provide for sufficient drainage when the project is complete.
Annie Stepp joined the meeting and discussed maintenance on M Road between 150 and 160 Roads.  Stepp indicated that the road is too low and will not drain at this location.   Pennington indicated that some changes can be made to location by crowning the road and putting flat bottom ditches at this location.   Stepp asked about the rock list.  Pennington indicated that there are 3 people on the list before her rock project.  Pennington reviewed the rock list.  Stepp also asked about AT&T flags on 140 Road.  Pennington indicated that the flags are not for county work.  Stepp asked about buying a tube.  Pennington indicated that the county can arrange for the purchase of a tube.     
Pennington reviewed the following:

1. Sasse provided a list of road requests for review.  Sasse discussed the progress of the C Road project.  Pennington indicated that they have additional work on the C Road project.  

2. Sasse discussed maintenance on H Road between 180 & 200 Roads.  

3. Sasse discussed signs that need repair on 200 Road near the Athol church.

4. Sasse discussed signs on L Road between 210 & 220 Roads.

5. Sasse discussed sign maintenance at 240 & M Roads.  Sasse reported that a bolt is missing from the sign at this location.  Sasse indicated that new signs were put at this location in January.  Sasse felt that someone may be tampering with the signs.

6. Allen asked about Smith County reports for road statistics for the state.  Pennington indicated that the report has been completed.

7. Pennington asked about weight ticket fines for McCormick.   Commissioners instructed Pennington to discuss the matter with the county attorney.

8. Allen signed the request for reimbursement for Federal Allotment Funds.

9. Pennington indicated that Jerry Hageman requested additional rock on C Road south of Hwy. 9.

10. Allen asked about using the road vibrator.  Pennington indicated that they have not used it enough to evaluate the equipment at this time.
Dave Tucker, Landfill Supervisor, joined the meeting and discussed a letter from the Jewell County Commissioners concerning the renewal of the contract for recycling and solid waste transfer from Jewell County.  Commissioners agreed to a three year contract term with an increase of $5.00 per ton per year.
Patrick Eastes, EMS Director, joined the meeting and reported that the cement slab at the EMS building will be completed this week.  Employees were able to complete the project at a cost savings to the county.
A motion was made by Allen and seconded by Sasse to convene in executive session from 10:35 a.m. till 10:45 a.m.to discuss non-elected personnel.  Motion carried unanimously.   Also in the session were Patrick Eastes and Sharon Wolters.  Regular session reconvened at 10:45 a.m.   No action was taken at this time.  Wolters agreed to call EMC Insurance for additional information.
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Laura Hageman, Health Nurse, joined the meeting and discussed the following:

1. Hageman reported that there will be a CDRR meeting this week.

2. Hageman reported that she will be attending fall prevention training.

3. Hageman reported that she will be taking SCHICK (Medicare information) program.  This is a voluntary program which assists Medicare recipients with education on the various Medicare program requirements.  

4. Hageman reported that she received a letter from Head Start indicating that the program will be ending on April 30, 2013.   

5. Hageman asked for clarification on the new employee benefit transfer allowance passed by the commissioners.  Hageman indicated that no employee in her department has accrued comp time.  Allen discussed the reason for not allowing vacation and sick transfer.  Allen indicated that extending additional cost for the county by allowing transfer of benefits that reach a maximum limit of hours will extend expenses beyond what has been budgeted.   Sasse indicated that additional voluntary programs are available through the county’s Plan 125 program and employees should be encouraged to purchase additional income coverage for temporary disability.      
Wolters reported that she has spoken with John Ballhorst about EMC Insurance Coverage for the buildings at the fair grounds.  Commissioners agreed to insure the buildings and allow the City of Smith Center to present a contractual agreement to the county which will allow the city to have an insurable interest in the ball fields.
Wolters reported that she received one request from an employee to transfer comp time hours to another employee.

Commissioners reviewed a request from DSNWKs to pass a resolution to reaffirm a former resolution passed by Smith County in March 2012.  Sasse agreed to call Jerry Mischaud, Director of DSNWKs.  
Roger Allen signed the fuel tax refund forms for the road department.

Commissioners agreed to take closed bids for the Smith County Clerk of the Court computer which can no longer be used in their department.  Bids will be accepted until May 6, 2013 at 8:30 a.m.

Wolters provided year to date financial information on the employee health care coverage.  Wolters reported that the year-to date saving to the employee benefits budget is approximate $34,000.00 at this time.
As there was no further business, the meeting was adjourned.
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These minutes are not official until signed by the county commissioners and attested to by the County Clerk.


