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Journal of Proceedings for the Smith County Commissioners

June 9, 2014
The County Commissioners met in regular session on June 9, 2014 in the County Commissioners’ Room.  Present were commissioners Roger Allen, Dale Pickel and Denise Sasse.  Also present was Clerk, Sharon Wolters and Mitch Fritz, Road Supervisor.   
Commissioners approved the minutes from the June 2, 2014 regular meeting. 

Commissioners approved the agenda after revising two additional requests to meet with the commissioners.
  
The chairman reviewed and signed the Treasurer’s daily balance sheet envelopes.  The clerk attested his signature. 
Commissioners approved payment of voucher #30001-30083 from the following funds:


General


20137.54


Road


41176.96



Noxious Weed

12393.89



Health


  3509.85



Appraiser

      35.78



EMS Grant

      79.30



Solid Waste

    888.01



EMS

    
  4142.88



TOTAL
       $   82,364.21
Nathan Jacobs and Brent Jacobs joined the meeting.  They discussed the bridge located at 165 & R Roads.
Marge Casper joined the meeting.

Fritz discussed the current condition of the bridge located at 165 & R Roads.  Fritz showed the pictures of the bridge and explained the issues involved in closing the bridge.   
Brad Howland and John McDonald joined the meeting.

Fritz continued the discussion and explained that KDOT determines the timing of the bridge inspections.  Fritz also addressed the expertise needed to fix the bridge at this location.  Smith County does not have anyone with the necessary qualifications to repair or replace the bridge.  Fritz also reported that it was on the railroad right-of-way.  Howland asked about an alternate road (a shoe fly) that would be next to the current bridge and had tubes for drainage lined up next to the arches of the bridge.   Fritz indicated that he would have to ask DeBoer about the feasibility of putting tubes at this location.  Commissioners agreed to contact the engineer and the railroad to discuss the options at this location.  Howland asked commissioners to review all options before a final decision is made.   
Fritz discussed the following:

1. Sasse asked about the tube ordered for Hermann’s farm location. Fritz said the tube will be delivered next week.
2. Fritz indicated that he would like the commissioners to go with him to view the Ace Irrigation plant.  Commissioners set a date for the visit.  No date was set.
3. Allen asked about tube maintenance on X Road between 60 & 70 Roads.

4. Fritz discussed tube maintenance on 230 & I Roads.

5. Sasse discussed M Road north of Gaylord Cemetery. Says said the road is damaged.  Fritz reported that they will be working at that location today.

6. Allen discussed bridge maintenance on 180 Road between Y & Z Roads.  Allen indicated that there is no way for the land owner to enter their field except this bridge and asked Fritz to address the issue as soon as possible.
7. Fritz discussed bridge damage on R Road between 230 & 240 Roads.
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Commissioners asked Fritz to go and view the bridge located or 165 & R Road.   Allen also discussed water flow at 165 Road between P & Q Roads.  
Patrick Eastes, EMS Director, joined the meeting and reviewed the May statistical reports.  EMS received 40 calls in May.  Sasse asked if we ever use all four ambulances.  Eastes reported that we have had multiple times when all four ambulances were in use at the same time.

Dave Tucker, Landfill Supervisor, joined the meeting and discussed the following:
1. Tucker provided a copy of the current post-closure report.  The report indicated that Smith County Landfill permit should allow for trash pit space for the next 50 years.

2. Tucker discussed the possibility of changing the Class A CDL requirement for landfill employees.  Tucker also discussed changing the hours to reduce Saturday hours.  Tucker indicated that he feels he would get additional applicants if we could change the requirements and hours.   Commissioners agreed to accept a Class B CDL and allow a person to obtain the CDL during their first six months of employment.
3. Tucker indicated that the hedge removal at the landfill is complete.  Allen suggested selling some of the post.   Allen indicated that the money could be used to remove the remaining stumps.

4. Tucker reported that the tire recycler picked up tires this week.

5. Allen asked about the scrap iron pile.  Tucker indicated that it is not large enough for recycling at this time.
6. Tucker discussed the “all-weather” landfill road and indicated that it needs maintenance.

7. Tucker indicated that he plans to be on vacation and asked the commissioners about covering for him during his absence if he does not have anyone hired before he leaves.  Commissioners indicated that they will move someone over from the road department.

Gregg Tucker joined the meeting.  Tucker asked if the fair board could get a roll-off box for the clean-up before county fair.  Dave Tucker agreed to reserve a roll-off box for the fair board.   

Gregg Tucker also asked about putting a tube at Y & 250 Roads.   Commissioners agreed to report the needed tube to the road supervisor.
Laura Hageman, Health Nurse, joined the meeting and discussed the following:

1. Hageman reported that she will attend meetings on Wednesday and Friday of this week.
2. Hageman discussed the vehicle maintenance for the LEPC vehicle.   Sasse asked about maintenance on the car.  Pickel reviewed the Kingsbury service bill completed and paid today.   Commissioners agreed to review the cost of maintenance for the LEPC vehicle.  Commissioners asked Hageman if she would collect information on cost of the car assess the need for replacement.
Steve Peterson joined the meeting.  Peterson reported to the commissioners the purpose of forming the coalition for reviewing tax rates.  Peterson indicated that they wish to assist the commissioners and act as partners in the process and are not trying to be critical of the commissioners.   Commissioners thanked Peterson for coming.
Allen reported that he has received a letter from Mr. Simpson thanking the commissioners for addressing his concerns.

Commissioners visited with Merry VanderGeisen who requested use of the fair grounds for the 4th of July fireworks.  Commissioners approved the fireworks, weather permitting with proof of insurance.

Wolters discussed a claim for the Noxious Weed roof damage.  Commissioners agreed to withdraw the claim due to the low estimates from the insurance company which was very close to our deductible cost.
Wolters asked the commissioners about ordering county directories from a different company.  Wolters reported that Central Publishing did not prepare directories last year.   Wolters showed the commissioners several companies who prepare directories.   Commissioners agreed to allow Wolters to price directories from a different company.  Wolters agreed to report back to the commissioners next week.
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Commissioners reviewed an invitation to High Plains Mental Health annual meeting. Sasse indicated that she is planning to go.

As there was no further business, the meeting was adjourned.   









_____________________________









Roger Allen, Chairman









_____________________________









Denise Sasse, Member 



Attest:






___________________________



_____________________________   
Sharon Wolters, Clerk 





Dale Pickel, Member

These minutes are not official until signed by the county commissioners and attested to by the County Clerk.

