Office of the County Clerk




  



Page 1 of 2
Journal of Proceedings for the Smith County Commissioners

January 17, 2017
The County Commissioners met in regular session on January 17, 2017 in the County Commissioners’ Room. Present were Commissioners Art Befort, Tom James, and Roger Allen. Also present was Sharon Wolters, Clerk; Mitch Fritz, Road Supervisor.
Commissioners added an item to the agenda and approved the agenda for the January 17, 2017 meeting.

Tom James made a motion and it was seconded by Roger Allen to approve the minutes from the January 9, 2017 meeting.   Motion carried.
The chairman reviewed and signed the Treasurer’s daily balance sheet envelopes. The clerk attested his signature. 
Commissioners approved voucher #34727-34733 from the following funds:

General



2123.21

Road



2121.99
Noxious Weed


    82.45
Health



2122.17
Appraiser


  147.83
Solid Waste


    37.32
EMS



1478.13
Nex-Gen E911


1899.00
Prosecutors Fund

    73.00

Motor Vehicle


  217.00
            TOTAL
                   $  10,302.10
Wolters reviewed health care coverage and provided a monthly report from Freedom Claims for commissioner review.

Mitch Fritz, Road Supervisor, discussed the following:

1. Gene Jones, Road Dept. Mechanic, joined the meeting and indicated that he has set his last day of work as March 31, 2017.  Commissioners discussed a replacement mechanic with Jones and Fritz.  James thanked Gene Jones for 33 years of service to the county.
2. Fritz reviewed the desired skills for the mechanics position.   James asked about written policy for mechanic.  James reviewed the job description for the mechanic.  Befort discussed training someone currently employed by the Road Department.
3. Commissioners reviewed and approved a sick leave request.   

4. Befort asked Fritz to remove the sign on U Road.  Befort asked that all complaints against an employee come to the Board of County Commissioners.  Allen asked that we maintain road signs using the same sign protocol as the Kansas Highway Dept.

5. Fritz reported that road rock maintenance is being completed on N Road between 120 & 130 Roads.

6. Wolters asked about part-time positions for the winter.  Fritz reported that he will hire seasonal labor for mowing in the spring.

7. Wolters asked about road damage for disaster purposes.  Commissioners did not wish to file a disaster claim in Smith County at this time because they did not feel there was sufficient evidence that disaster minimum totals would be met.
8. Fritz reviewed the total yards of rock laid from 2014-2016.  

Patrick Eastes, EMS Director and Dave Tucker, Landfill Supervisor, joined the meeting.

Eastes discussed the following:

1. Eastes reviewed the history of the current EMS services in Smith County.

2. Eastes provided end of year report for the EMS Department.   EMS received 538 calls in 2016.  Befort asked for an ambulance zone map.
3. Eastes submitted the write off recommendations for 2014-2016.   Commissioners approved the write-offs as submitted.   
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4. Eastes discussed purchasing used ambulances from Newton, KS.    Eastes indicated that one of the two trucks discussed earlier as a replacement is in need of extensive repairs.  Eastes reviewed the cost of purchasing a new or nearly new ambulance and provided the documentation.   Befort asked Eastes to collect additional information on the Newton ambulances.   Eastes agreed to view the ambulances located in Newton.
Dave Tucker, Landfill Supervisor, discussed the following:
1. Tucker discussed the roll-off truck.   Tucker reported the income collected from the roll-off truck has been a total of $5140 for the last five years.  Tucker estimated the probable cost of the roll-off truck replacement is $20-000-30,000.   James asked about the possibility of discontinuing the service.   James made a motion and it was seconded by Befort to discontinue the roll-off box service immediately and use it for landfill employees’ use on the landfill site.  Motion carried unanimously.
2. Tucker discussed recycled metal pile.   Commissioners suggested that we should let anyone who wishes to purchase the pile make an offer which should be compared to the market rate and similar loading and clean-up service for the sale of scrap metal.   Commissioners asked Tucker to create a written list of requirements for purchase of the metal.
3. James asked about the concrete pile at the landfill.  Commissioners agreed to look at the request for purchases/services in the future.
4. Befort asked about disposal of paint and other household hazardous wastes.  Tucker indicated that there is a household hazardous waste collection once a year and that any additional items may be brought to the landfill.  Wolters agreed to post the information on the web site.
Walt Keever joined the meeting.

Bruce Lehman, Sheriff, and Chris Bailey, Undersheriff, joined the meeting and congratulated the new commissioners.  Lehman reported that he is ready to purchase the new vehicle budgeted for 2017.  
Wolters discussed the cost of the new voting equipment.  Wolters asked the commissioners their opinion about purchasing an additional set of equipment in order to keep all the polling sites currently being used operational in future elections.  Wolters reported that the current election budget will not cover the 5 sets of equipment needed to support the current number of polling sites.  Commissioners agreed to do additional research concerning the cost of maintaining the four sites and discuss the polling sites at a future meeting.   
As there was no further business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned. 
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Tom James, Member

These minutes are not official until signed by the county commissioners and attested to by the County C
1lerk.



