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Journal of Proceedings for the Smith County Commissioners
February 21, 2012
The County Commissioners met in regular session on February 21, 2012 in the County Commissioners’ Room.  Present were Roger Allen, Arthur Kuhlmann and Joe Kingsbury, Commissioners.   Also present was Clerk, Sharon Wolters and Phillip Pennington, Road Supervisor.  
The commissioners met at 7:00 a.m. with the following Road Dept.personnel:


Francis Ice, Steven Rice, Neil Manchester, Rodney Richardson, Rick Bargman, Mike Jones, Robert Shaffer, Don Schlatter, Dalen Ratliff, Dennis Petterson, Ron Hayes, Gene Jones, Gary Baetz,  Barry Hunt, Vern Pickering, John Dick, Ted Mogan, Michael Reed, Jim Park, Curtis Craig, Josh Long, Curtis Silsby, Dwayne Kattenberg, Mitch Fritz and John Linneman.
Commissioners announced that they have decided to change the work hours for the road department from April 5th till October 15th to 7:00 a.m. till 5:30 p.m. Commissioners indicated that they believe this will save money and allow more efficient use of the road department equipment.  Commissioners asked for questions.  Holiday, sick and vacation pay were discussed.  Commissioners agreed to change the rate of holiday, sick and vacation accrual to 10 hours per month during the time the extended hours are in effect.
Commissioners approved the minutes from the February 13, 2012 regular meeting.

Commissioners reviewed and approved the agenda.
Commission chairman signed the Treasurer’s daily statement envelopes.
Commissioners agreed to contact Shelton and request publication of the tax sale by the end of March, 2012.
Commissioners reviewed the mail.
Commissioners received packets for the Smith County Memorial Hospital Board Meeting to be held February 27, 2012, at 4:00 p.m.
Phillip Pennington, Road Supervisor, discussed the following:
1. Pennington reported that he received notice that we have a carry-over of $115,304.07due to a bridge project that is not yet completed.
2. Pennington reported that Errol Baumann thanked the county road department for the road work completed on E Road.
3. Kuhlmann discussed the C Road project.  Kuhlmann discussed adding 180 Road between C & D Roads to the Federal Allotment Project for 2012.
4. Kuhlmann discussed 120 Road from A to C Roads.  Pennington indicated that they were working in that area today.
5. Allen discussed brush pile maintenance.  Allen suggested removing them as soon as possible because rain may carry the trash back into the road.  Pennington discussed the brush piles on AA Road.  Pennington believed it was debris cut by the REA and not the road department.  Pennington agreed to check this location.
6. Kuhlmann discussed the bridge located on O Road between 280 & 290 Roads.  Pennington indicated that they had debris removal needed at this location, as well.  
7. Pennington discussed the price for leasing rock pits.  Allen indicated that due to the price of fuel, it is in our best interest to offer a higher rate per yard of rock.  
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8. Kuhlmann made a motion and it was seconded by Allen to increase the rock lease payment price to $.30 per yard.  Pennington agreed to send the new price to the current owners and contact any additional pit owners that might be available at the new price.
9. Kingsbury discussed road maintenance on 90 Road between AA & CC Roads.

Al Gaines, Landfill Supervisor, joined the meeting and reported that the caterpillar loader was fixed but cost approximately $35,000.00.    

Chris Jones, Noxious Weed Supervisor, joined the meeting and discussed the household hazardous waste certification for Smith County employees.   Commissioners instructed Jones to contact Feldman, Gaines, Peterson and Schlatter and enroll them in the renewal class if they were available on the day of the class.

Allen Shelton joined the meeting and discussed the tax sale.  Shelton reported that all but two people have been served with paperwork.  Shelton also reported on one piece of real estate that had some peculiarities due to railroad ownership of the property.  Shelton indicated that he should be ready to file the publication in the paper by March 31, 2012.
Laura Hageman, County Health Nurse, joined the meeting and discussed the following:

1. Hageman discussed the LEPP transition plan from the state.  Hageman reported that the hearing for the LEPP funding is the 29th of Feb.

2. Hageman discussed grant applications.  Hageman had a completed request to be signed by the chairman, as required by the State of Kansas. The chairman signed the request.
3. Hageman discussed current health department policy.  Hageman provided copies for the commissioners.  Commissioners approved the departmental policies.
4. Hageman discussed home health care schedules.  Commissioners indicated that the expected schedule for all full-time employees should be concurrent with the hours of the health department.  Any conflict should be pre-approved by department Supervisor. 

Jerol DeBoer, Penco Engineering, and Don Hamvlin, from Klaver Construction, joined the meeting.  The official bid opening was called to order.  The following bids for the Harlan bridge project were received:





Option A



Option B

Levin Construction

129,968

Wrench







264,229.30

Reece Construction






220,690.10

Klaver Construction






204,523.62

L & M Construction






291,327.25

The commissioners reviewed the bids and agreed to table the award until FEMA has signed off on the project.   DeBoer indicated that his original estimates were Option A $145,190 and Option B $246,428.
Pennington discussed the C Road project.  He asked DeBoer about adding an additional road segment to the project.  DeBoer suggested evaluating the cost to make sure there were enough Federal allotment dollars to add additional road to the project.  No decision was made at this time.
Kingsbury made a motion to make Wayne Deets and Jerol DeBoer Co-surveyors for Smith County.  The motion was seconded and passed unanimously.  
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Kerry Ferguson joined the meeting and discussed the following:

1. Ferguson reported that additional gravel is needed on 120 Road between A & B Roads.  Ferguson also provided pictures to view the bridge located on 120 Road which he believes needs maintenance..  

2. Ferguson discussed the road which connects to Phillips County.   Ferguson discussed drainage at this location.   Ferguson discussed adding a crown to the road at this location, as well.
3. Ferguson discussed the road 6 miles north of Kensington off of C Road.   Ferguson indicated that he is willing to pay for rock at this location.    Ferguson requested a tube in the road at this location. 
4. Ferguson also discussed the road rock project north of Kensington.  Ferguson discussed using the rock pit on his land.   He agreed that he was willing to have the pit opened, but would like to have 120 Road included when the rock is laid.   Commissioners indicated that they will view the rock this afternoon.   
Nathan Mathes joined the meeting and discussed the following:

1. Mathes discussed radios used for communications inside the jail.  Mathes agreed to contact Nex-Tech to see about repairing or replacing the radios.

2. Mathes agreed to contact Hays to arrange NIMS training for compliance.

3. Mathes asked about repairing an electric outlet in the law enforcement building.  Commissioners instructed Mathes to call Vohs Electric and have it repaired.

As there was no further business, the meeting was adjourned.
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