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Journal of Proceedings for the Smith County Commissioners
November 22, 2010
The County Commissioners met in regular session on November 22, 2010 in the County Commissioners’ Room.  Present were Arthur Kuhlmann, Joe Kingsbury and Paul McCartney, Commissioners.   Also present was Clerk, Sharon Wolters.  

Commissioners approved the minutes from the November 8, 2010 meeting.

Commissioners reviewed and approved the agenda.
Commission chairman reviewed and signed the Treasurer’s daily statement envelopes.

Commissioners visited with Gene Jones, road mechanic, about a tire machine for the road department.   Jones presented estimates for tire repair machine.  Commissioners approved the purchase of a 70 X AH3 from AMMCO Automotive for $6,594.44.
Commissioners approved payroll #22 for $78,448.11.
Commissioners approved voucher #22758 for $380.00 from the EMS Department.
Mogan, Peterson and Shellito, Road Department Foremen, joined the meeting and discussed the following:

1. Commissioners discussed the damage on 180 Road between E & F Roads.

2. Kuhlmann discussed C Road maintenance.   
3. Kuhlmann discussed the holes in the road west of Hwy. 8.   Shellito reported that Duke or ITC are doing survey work on every road west of Hwy. 8. 
4. Peterson discussed tube maintenance at F Road and 160 Road.   Peterson indicated that the road has been widened to adapt for semi turning.   Peterson indicated that if they dig out the tube, then the turn in will be too narrow for a semi.  Commissioners agreed to leave the site as is right now.
5. Peterson also reported that a tube is needed north of the Steve Kugler residence.  Peterson reported that the tube at this location is too short for the current road.
6. El Dean Holthus joined the meeting and discussed maintenance on 130 Road between I & J Roads.  Holthus expressed his appreciation for the good maintenance work done on this road.   Holthus also discussed tube maintenance in this area.

7. Holthus discussed using millings from the State road department.   Holthus discussed asking KDOT for millings at this location because the site is an historical landmark.

8. Holthus discussed the Home on the Range Road.  Mogan indicated that they will run the drag over the location and see how it looks after that maintenance.  Holthus expressed appreciation for the fine road work completed in this area.

9. Holthus discussed a rock quarry in Lane Township.

10. Shellito reported that he has been contacted and the millings may be available for purchase.   Shellito discussed using some for the county barn.  Commissioners instructed Shellito to gather information and report back.
11. McCartney discussed a request from a blade man to go to part time.  Commissioners agreed a part time position is not available at this time.

12. Shellito discussed a truck which needs maintenance.  Shellito also discussed a damaged road department pick-up.   

13. Shellito gave a report on the blade work done since the previous commissioners’ meeting.
14. Shellito also discussed a transmission repair for one of the semi trucks in the Road Dept.

15. Shellito reported on the State Bridge bids.  Shellito accepted the L & M bid of $247,900.15 for the bridge located south of Kensington.

16. McCartney discussed a place on the Cora Road that needs to be widened.  Shellito agreed to review the site and see what action is needed to correct the road.

17. Kuhlmann discussed J Road north of the Lutheran Church.  Kuhlmann asked Shellito if the road department has worked on clearing a ditch in this area.  Shellito the ditch work at this location was not done by the County Road Department.
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A motion was made by P. McCartney and seconded by A, Kuhlmann to meet in executive session from 9:35 a.m. till 9:50 a.m. to discuss non-elected personnel.  Motion carried unanimously.  Also in the session was Ed Swank.  Regular session reconvened at 9:50 a.m.  Commissioners agreed that no part time positions are available in the road department at this time.

Commissioners approved added and abated taxes.

McCartney signed the new information sheet for EMC in reference to the 2011 liability and property insurance coverage.

Patrick Eastes joined the meeting and discussed the following:

1. Wolters presented a raise request for Patrick Eastes for completion of ten years of service. Commissioners approved the raise.
2. Eastes discussed vehicle maintenance.  Eastes indicated there were no large repairs at this time.

3. Eastes discussed equipment maintenance and will report on the cost of repairs next week.

4. Eastes reported that the EMS has received a grant from the Inez B. Reed Foundation for equipment purchases.

5. Eastes discussed interviews for an EMS position.  Commissioners agreed to meet at the EMS building on November 29, 2010, at 1:00 p.m. for an interview session only.

Commissioners discussed the estimate from Mike’s refrigeration to fix air ducts in County Health department.  Commissioners approved hiring Mike’s for the repairs.

Wolters reported on the Health Care Sales Tax fund current balance after paying the bond payments due in December.

Kuhlmann presented a written position from the KAC concerning the change in legislation that will allow felons to be placed in the county jails.

Commissioners received a letter from Denis Sweat resigning as the Smith County representative to the Mid-States Port Authority.
Bruce Lehman, David Lloyd, Ron Griffith, Trey Joy, Jamie Marshall, Rhonda Hyman, Dave Conaway, Lynn Zeirlein and Bob Gibson joined the meeting and discussed County/City law enforcement.   Commissioners expressed their desire to facilitate good relationships between the City of Smith Center and the County. Lehman and Marshall both indicated that they have agreed to work together and feel the working relationship is going well.   McCartney also addressed cooperation with the Emergency Manager.   Lehman indicated that he has a good working relationship with the Emergency Manager.  Commissioners thanked the people present for coming to discuss the cooperation between the City of Smith Center Police Department and the County Sheriff.   Jamie Marshall, Smith Center Police Cheif indicated that he felt that any problems that might arise in the day to day business of the county can be resolved by the Sheriff and himself.       
Bruce Lehman indicated that the Sheriff’s Dept. received a great from the Inez B. Reed Foundation to purchase equipment that will assist both the City and the County in locating people in the dark. 
All people in attendance except Kingsbury, Kuhlmann and Wolters left the meeting including Paul McCartney, Commissioner.

Al Gaines, Landfill Supervisor, joined the meeting and discussed the following:

1. Gaines discussed the state requirements for animals control at the location of the landfill.   Commissioners agreed to contact Kugler about moving the fence for the cattle.  
2. Gaines discussed opening the landfill on Friday, December 24, to facilitate dumping holiday trash for the trash haulers.  Commissioners agreed to make an exception to the regular landfill policy of charging $50.00 to anyone who needs to dump at the landfill when it is closed on December 24, because of the 4 day gap in landfill availability.  

Initials _____ _____ _____

Journal of Proceedings for the Smith County Commissioners



Page 3 of 3

Held November 22, 2010
3. Gaines discussed his current medical status.  Gaines reported that he has weight restrictions for lifting at this time.
4. Gaines indicated that he will put the landfill closing on the First National Bank sign.

A motion was made by A. Kuhlmann and seconded by Joe Kingsbury to cancel the burning ban.  Motion carried.

Wolters reported that the courthouse generator is in need of repair. Wolters reported that Martin Tractor will be here sometime this week to repair the generator timer and do the annual maintenance on the generator.

Chris Jones joined the meeting and reported that he has the new sprayer control box and it is working very well.

As there was no further business, the meeting was adjourned.
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