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Office of the County Clerk
Journal of Proceedings for the Smith County Commissioners
October 2, 2023

The County Commissioners met in a regular session on October 2, 2023, in the County Commissioners’
room. Present were Commissioners Kurt Ifland, Dale Pickel and Jim Gwennap. Also present was Ashley
Maxwell, Clerk and Mitch Fritz, Road Supervisor.

At 8:30 a.m. Ifland called the meeting to order and Gwennap opened with prayer.

A motion was made by Gwennap and seconded by Pickel to approve the amended minutes for the
9/25/2023 regular business meeting. Motion carried unanimously.

A motion was made by Gwennap and seconded by Pickel to approve the agenda. Motion carried
unanimously.

The Commissioners approved voucher #11867-#11871 and wires for the following accounts:

Employee Benefits $ 69,101.07
Payroll Clearing $ 41,291.16
TOTAL $110,392.23

The Commissioners approved 3 longevity pay increases.

Fritz and the Commissioners discussed the following:

1. Ifland discussed a bridge on D Rd between 240 Rd and 250 Rd. There are some bad planks
and they need to be replaced.

2. Fritz stated the bridge crew is currently installing the tube on I Rd between 130 Rd and 140
Rd.

3. Ifland asked about A Rd and 180 Rd intersection and going South. Fritz stated JR Rice was
in that area last week.

4. Ifland asked about the mower in the Gaylord area. Ifland stated that it was a hit and miss job.
Some areas looked real good and other areas he barely got off the road.

5. [Ifland discussed a bridge on L Rd between 230 Rd and 240 Rd. Ifland stated there are some
big holes that need fixed. Fritz stated they will be working in that area tomorrow. Ifland also
stated that while you are in the area, check out 220 Rd between L Rd and K Rd.

6. Gwennap asked about the progress of C Rd. Fritz stated they are watering and rolling this
morning and will be finished early this week.

7. Fritz stated they are moving to Q Rd to apply BaseOne from Hwy 281 to 310 Rd. Fritz stated
he has obtained the water permit for the project. _

8. Fritz shared with the Commissioners a bid for a 2023 M320-079X Wheeled Excavator for
$315,436.95 from Foley Equipment.

9. Gwennap discussed O Rd between 80 Rd and 90 Rd. Gwennap stated there are several water
trenches in the roadway that need repaired. Gwennap stated the same thing at O Rd between
40 Rd to 50 Rd.

10. Gwennap stated 70 Rd between K Rd and L Rd needs to be addressed this week.

11. Fritz also discussed Q Rd between 30 Rd and 40 Rd. Fritz stated contact has been made with
the landowners and there is a fence issue on each side of the road.

12. Gwennap discussed the water drainage from Dennis Lambert’s driveway going down 50 Rd
between Q Rd and S Rd. Gwennap also discussed pulling the shoulders on 50 Rd as well.

13. Gwennap discussed N Rd. It appears the blade man worked 90 Rd to 100 Rd and then just
quit.

14. Fritz shared with the Commissioners the field check for the overpass on Hwy 36 between T
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Rd and U Rd. Fritz will be meeting with KDOT on October 30, 2023.
Dave Tucker joined the meeting.

15. Fritz asked the Commissioners if he should pursue interest rates for a lease purchase for the
wheeled excavator. The Commissioners are in favor of looking into the feasibility of a lease
purchase for the wheeled excavator. No action will be taken until KCAMP completes their
adjustment.

Fritz left the meeting.

Tucker discussed the following:

1. Tucker stated he will be attending the SWANA meeting this week.

2. Tucker stated he and Ifland were at the old landfill a couple weeks ago. Tucker stated he did
see where there was water pooling, and he would be adding dirt to those areas. Tucker stated
he would also need to seed the areas as well. Tucker stated that he will also be mowing the
old landfill.

Chris McGraw and Tiffany Wiseman joined the meeting.

3. Tucker stated he is still waiting on the certification for the C&D pit. KDHE had contacted
Tucker with questions for Penco Engineering regarding the pit.

4. Tucker shared that KDHE Bureau of Waste Management is without a manager currently.

5. Tucker stated he has heard that a couple buildings in Smith Center will be torn down and
disposed of by Taylor Lyon. Tucker was just checking on whether fees would be charged.
The Commissioners informed Tucker that fees would need to be charged.

Tucker left the meeting.

Fritz rejoined the meeting.

At 10:00 a.m. a motion was made by Gwennap and seconded by Pickel to open the road vacation
hearing on 70 Rd between DD Rd and EE Rd. Motion carried unanimously.

As there was no discussion, a motion was made by Gwennap and seconded by Pickel to approve
Resolution #23-16 vacating 70 Rd between DD Rd and EE Rd, the East half mile running East and
West for one-half mile, located in Section 1, Township 2 South, Range 11 West in White Rock
Township and 70 Rd between DD Rd and EE Rd, the East half mile running East and West for one-
half mile located in Section 36, Township 1 South, Range 11 West in Logan Township, Smith
County, Kansas. Motion carried unanimously.

At 10:01 a.m. a motion was made by Gwennap and seconded by Pickel to close the road vacation
hearing. Motion carried unanimously.

McGraw and Fritz left the meeting.

Wiseman discussed the following:
1. Wiseman discussed the possibility of moving the dispatch office to the courthouse. The
Commissioners asked Wiseman to research the total plan costs of the transfer.
Sandra Wick and Kelli Jones joined the meeting.
Wiseman left the meeting.

The Commissioners discussed the foundation repair. Ifland stated he has been contacted by Kenny

Maydew and Randy Kline for details of the project. The Commissioners informed Wick and Jones that
everything will need to be removed off the West wall of the building for inspection/bidding purposes.
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