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Journal of Proceedings for the Smith County Commissioners
November 16, 2020

The County Commissioners met in a regular session on November 16, 2020 in the County Commissioners’
Room. Present were Commissioners Art Befort, Roger Allen, and Tom James. Also present were Ashley
Maxwell, Deputy Clerk and Mitch Fritz, Road Supervisor.

James opened the meeting with prayer.

Commissioners approved the agenda for the November 16, 2020 meeting.
Commissioners revised, approved, and signed the November 9, 2020 minutes.
Commissioners signed the daily treasury balance envelopes.

Commissioners and Fritz discussed the following:

1. Fritz informed the Commissioner’s that the road department was awarded the KDOT Cost Share Grant to
sub-grade and resurface P Road from Highway 36 North to the cemetery. The work will be completed in
2021. Commissioner’s questioned the engineer’s fees and whether or not those are included in the cost
share portion or if they are additional. Fritz will look at the paperwork and report back.

2. Fritz brought information in regard to closing a rock pit. In order for Smith County to be released from
liability, the County will have to reclaim the pit based on the specifications from the State. Commissioners
stated Fritz will need to communicate that to the landowner.

3. Fritz stated Blake Ifland went to Concordia to meet with Foley Equipment to discuss the water truck. Foley
Equipment is sending a task force to look into whether or not the needed repairs will be covered under
warranty.

4. Fritz stated the road department is considering trading a blade with a one with lower hours. Casey Frazier,
with Caterpillar, is assisting with this process.

Fritz left the meeting.

5. Fritz rejoined the meeting and discussed the KDOT Cost Share Grant. The Engineer’s fees are not included
in the cost share. The City of Smith Center will be responsible for a portion of the costs as well.

Commissioner’s signed a longevity wage increase for one employee.

Laura Hageman joined the meeting and discussed the following:

1. The health department is still seeing patients for flu shots and necessary vaccines on an appointment
basis.

2. Hageman informed the Commissioners of an employee that was in direct contact with a positive
COVID-19 case. That individual was able to return to work based on the modified quarantine.

3. Smith County currently has 31 active cases and our overall total is 86. Last week, Smith County had our
first death related to COVID-19.

4. Befort asked Hageman about the assistance from the Health Officer at SCMH. Hageman stated the
hospital is not responsible for the contact tracing and investigation, that is the responsibility of the public
health office. The contact tracing is very overwhelming due to the number of calls required for each
positive case and the amount of time spent on each call.

Laura Hageman left the meeting.

Hope Padilla, Economic Development, joined the meeting. Befort discussed the phone calls he had with Padilla
last week in regard to landfill fees. Befort felt it was necessary to discuss the landfill fees again. Moving
forward, the parties need to understand that when there is demolition bigger than the normal, the landfill will
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require additional fees. In the November 9, 2020 meeting, the Commissioners agreed to remove the fees for the
house demolition project. Befort asked James and Allen about the fees and their input on adjusting those fees

again. The Commissioners agreed to reduce the house demolition fee to $393.80.

As there was no further business the meeting was adjourned.

Roger Allen, Chairman
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Arthur Befort, Member

Attest:

Ashley MaxAvell, Deputy Clerk James, Memb{r/

These minutes are not official until signed by the county commissioners and attested to by the County Clerk.




