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Journal of Proceedings for the Smith County Commissioners

December 16, 2013
The County Commissioners met in regular session on December 16, 2013 in the County Commissioners’ Room.  Present were Dale Pickel and Denise Sasse, Commissioners.  Roger Allen was absent.  Also present was Clerk, Sharon Wolters; Phillip Pennington, Road Supervisor; and Ted Mogan, Rock Foreman.
Commissioners approved the minutes from the December 9, 2013 regular meeting. 

Commissioners approved the agenda.
 
Commissioners reviewed the mail. 

The acting co-chairmen reviewed and signed the Treasurer’s daily balance sheet envelopes.  The clerk attested their signatures. 
Commissioners approved Special Payroll # 25 for $92,657.70.
Commissioners approved voucher #29032-29045 from the following accounts:


General



2799.56


 

Road



2201.83 

Noxious Weed


  116.70
 

Co. Health


  422.00   

Appraiser


  207.01  

Solid Waste


    85.53
      

EMS



  847.30


Special Bridge Fund

1510.60
   

TOTAL

$          8,190.53  

Phillip Pennington discussed the following:
1. Sasse asked about L Road between 170 & 190 Roads.

2. Pickel asked about building up 140 Road between S & U Roads.

3. Pickel asked about trimming trees on R Road.

Dave Levin joined the meeting and discussed the hole east of Kensington.  Levin asked about the kind of filler put in the hole. Levin asked about the cost of grinding the rock and who figures the cost.  Pennington reported that the cost of the rock was figured by the state formula.  Levin asked about putting shale on C Road south of Kensington.  Commissioners did not approve the request at this time.  Sasse reviewed the list of roads which have green rock.  Pennington indicated that V Road has green rock as well.  Levin asked the commissioners to reconsider the use of green rock as he does not feel it is the best choice for rocking roads in Smith County.   Levin left the meeting.
Dave Tucker joined the meeting.  Dale Pickel asked about attendance at the e-waste meeting and agreed to attend the meeting in Osborne with Tucker this Wednesday.   
Tucker reported on the fuel storage compliance.  Tucker reported that the landfill will be in compliance when the hose to the barrel is removed.  Tucker agreed to remove the hose.

Patrick Eastes, EMS Director, joined the meeting and discussed the following:

1. Eastes reported that the vehicle that has been in the shop has been repaired.
2. Eastes reported that he checked with Center Glass about replacement of keys and locks.  Frydendall indicated that they were not certified to replace security sensitive lock systems.

Bruce Lehman, Sheriff and James Dean, Undersheriff joined the meeting and discussed purchasing a 2007 Dodge Durango from Kansas Surplus.  Dean indicated he needs written authority to pick up the vehicle.  Commissioners signed a letter authorizing the sheriff’s representative to pick the vehicle up from the Kansas Surplus.  Initial _____ _____ _____
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Lehman also discussed hiring a female to assist in documenting and processing female prisoners.  Lehman explained that the person must be free from any criminal background history.    
Dean asked about processing the pipeline grant purchases.  Wolters reported that the grant is credited back to the sheriff’s budget by the auditor at year end.

Dean also discussed a grant received for purchasing bullet-proof vests.   He stated that the sheriff’s department has been awarded a grant that will help pay for those vests.
Tabitha Owen, County Attorney, joined the meeting and discussed a recent brief that she submitted as requested by Judge Pratt.  Owen discussed options available for additional legal pursuit of this matter.  Owen indicated that she would like to have the opinion of the commissioners in regard to any additional legal work that may be filed concerning the case.  Commissioners were in agreement with Owen on her decision not to pursue additional prosecution.
Owen also discussed an additional brief that was ordered by the Judge.  Owen indicated that she is unsure of which year the budget will be assessed for the work.  Wolters reported that the auditor instructed her in previous years to assess the legal fees to the year the project was completed and billed. 
Sasse asked Owen to clarify her opinion of the relationship between the commissioners and the county attorney.  Owen reviewed her position as an elected county attorney.  Owen stated that the Kansas statutes dictate her responsibilities which include the tax sale work.  Owen believes most of her duties are prosecutorial according to the Kansas Statutes.   Sasse asked about clarification on legal advice for the county commission.   Owen reviewed the difference between the duties of a county attorney and a county counselor as they are used in the statutes of Kansas and stated that advising the commissioners on a day to day basis is the job of the County Counselor.   

Chad Meyer, Communications Director, joined the meeting and discussed the following:

1. Meyer reported on his review of the present 911 software program and reported that he will be visiting other dispatch departments to establish how they use their present system and how they can improve and plan for future dispatch needs.

2. Meyer asked about replacing the current system if needed.
3. Wolters reported that the GIS meeting held on Friday at Russell, Ks. addressed the changes that will take place in the Nex-Gen 911 system that will allow for the dispatch to receive text messages.  

4. Commissioners agreed to accept bids for the chair from the dispatch office until 8:30 a.m. on December 30, 2013.

5. Meyer asked about clearing the snow from in front of the law enforcement building.   The commissioners agreed to contact Hutchinson to discuss the snow removal from the parking area.
Commissioners signed added and abated tax statements.
As there was no further business, the meeting was adjourned.









_____________________________









Denise Sasse, Member 



Attest:






___________________________




_____________________________  
Sharon Wolters, Clerk 





Dale Pickel, Member
These minutes are not official until signed by the county commissioners and attested to by the County Clerk.

