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Office of the County Clerk
Journal of Proceedings for the Smith County Commissioners
May 19, 2025

The County Commissioners met in a regular session on May 19, 2025, in the County Commissioners’ room.
Present were Commissioners Brady Peterson, Jim Gwennap, and Kurt Ifland. Also present was Ashley
Maxwell, Clerk, and Travis Story, Assistant Road Supervisor.

At 8:30 a.m. Gwennap called the meeting to order and opened with prayer.

A motion was made by Peterson and seconded by Ifland to approve the 5/12/2025 minutes as
amended. Motion carried unanimously.

A motion was made by Peterson and seconded by Ifland to approve the 5/19/2025 agenda. Motion
carried unanimously.

The commissioners approved payroll #10 for $141,967.92.

The commissioners and Story discussed the following:

1. Ifland discussed Q Rd, the detour route. Story stated if it is cut, additional BaseOne will
need to be added. Ifland stated the area of concern is South of the river bridge.

2. Ifland discussed I Rd between 130 Rd and 120 Rd. Ifland stated the loads of rock need to
be hauled to this location.

3. Gwennap asked if the head had been installed on the blade. Story stated they are still
working on it. There have been other issues arise with other pieces of equipment that have
taken away from the blade.

4. Gwennap asked what was wrong with the generator. Story is unsure of everything for sure.

Gwennap discussed the upcoming request for rock on T Rd, South of Highway 36.

6. Story shared the notice to vacate for E Rd between 10 Rd and 20 Rd. Story stated the
notice will be published in the newspaper for 2 consecutive weeks. The hearing is
scheduled for June 9, 2025, at 9:00 a.m.

7. Gwennap discussed the roadways and the need for crowns.

Chase Brewer joined the meeting.

W

A motion was made by Peterson and seconded by Ifland to convene in executive session at 8:55 a.m.
for 10 minutes to discuss non-elected personnel, potential employee. Motion carried unanimously.
Maxwell left the meeting. Also in the session was Travis Story and Chase Brewer. Regular
reconvened at 9:05 a.m.

Maxwell rejoined the meeting.

A motion was made by Peterson and seconded by Ifland to convene in executive session at 9:06 a.m.
for 5 minutes to discuss non-elected personnel, potential employee. Motion carried unanimously.
Maxwell left the meeting. Also in the session was Travis Story and Chase Brewer. Regular
reconvened at 9:12 a.m.

Brewer left the meeting.

Maxwell rejoined the meeting.

A motion was made by Peterson and seconded by Ifland to offer full-time employment to Chase
Brewer. Motion carried unanimously.

8. Gwennap asked about the truck in Glen Elder. Story stated they are still waiting on a code
to do some programming.
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9. Ifland asked if a blade man can work on L Rd. Story stated there is a blade man on his way
to this location.

Whitney and Kale Newell joined the meeting and discussed T Rd between Hwy 36 and 190 Rd. The
Newell’s initially contacted Fritz in February of 2024 to discuss road materials. The Newell’s discussed
rocking the road to their property. The Newell’s asked about the possibility of rocking 170 Rd between T
Rd and U Rd.
Ryan Allen joined the meeting.
K. Newell asked about the possibility of paying to rock 170 Rd between T Rd and U Rd. Story stated that
it would be August before material could be hauled.
Chris Jones joined the meeting.
Story will get in contact with the postal service for the route of mail delivery. The commissioners also
informed Newell’s that they could haul the gravel and the county would reimburse the cost of the gravel
for 170 Rd between T Rd and U Rd.
Allen Lanus joined the meeting.
Jones left the meeting.
Newell’s left the meeting.

10. Story discussed the KCAMP classes.

11. Story shared he has an applicant for a mower position. The commissioners are in favor of

moving forward with the applicant.

Story left the meeting.

Allen discussed the following:

1. Allen shared a HHW Invoice from Clean Harbor for approximately $788.00. Allen asked
Maxwell if this has been paid in the past. Maxwell asked Allen to contact Ellis County for an
explanation.

2. Allen shared maintenance contracts with Foley Equipment for the compactor. Allen would
like to visit with Travis Story about utilizing Jolan Richardson.

3. Allen stated he had contact with Bobcat in regard to an alternative to the loader.

Allen left the meeting.

Lanus discussed the following:
1. Lanus discussed the KCAMP University classes.
2. Lanus shared that the Emergency Manager and Sheriff Travis Conaway are reviewing flooding
damages.
3. Lanus also shared the emergency calls that happened last night.
4. Lanus shared Doug Krueger did some computer work in the Communications department last
week.
5. Lanus shared that Trenton Ringle is working on issues noted in the safety walk through.
6. Lanus shared Tiffany Wiseman and Austin Davis are attending Corrections Officer training
this week.
7. Lanus discussed a fire on the county line in a Nebraska fire district.
Mitch Fritz and Travis Story joined the meeting.
8. Peterson asked if there was a way to do a Facebook graphic for sirens.
9. Lanus shared an application with the commissioners.
Lanus left the meeting.

Fritz discussed the mail route on T Rd. Fritz stated he met with the postmaster and the route comes from
the South. The road department will shape T Rd between 170 Rd and 180 Rd and add materials for Newell’s
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all-weather access.
Fritz and Story left the meeting.

Tom Chapman joined the meeting and discussed the storm damage.
Chapman left the meeting.

At 11:39 a.m. a motion was made by Ifland and seconded by Peterson to adjourn as there was no
further business the meeting was adjourned. Motion carried unanimously.
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s Gwennap, Chairman
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Attest: Kur{ Ifland, Memb

MM/ Brady4. Pﬂerson, Member
Ashley Maxwell, County Clerk

These minutes are not official until signed by the county commissioners and attested to by the County
Clerk.
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