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Office of the County Clerk
Journal of Proceedings for the Smith County Commissioners

May 27, 2025

The County Commissioners met in a regular session on May 27, 2025, in the County Commissioners’ room.
Present were Commissioners Brady Peterson, Jim Gwennap, and Kurt Ifland. Also present was Ashley
Maxwell, Clerk, and Mitch Fritz, Road Supervisor.

At 8:30 a.m. Gwennap called the meeting to order and opened with prayer.

A motion was made by Ifland and seconded by Peterson to approve the 5/19/2025 minutes as
amended. Motion carried unanimously.

A motion was made by Peterson and seconded by Ifland to approve the 5/27/2025 agenda. Motion
carried unanimously.

The commissioners approved 1 solid waste tax abatement.

The commissioners approved voucher #1476 1-voucher #14812 and wires for the following accounts:

General b 31666757
Road & Bridge $ 9,208.15
Noxious Weed $.224:5116:97
Health $ 3,808.07
Appraiser $ 23740
Solid Waste § 767,04

Employee Benefits $ 92.944.90
Special Alcohol Fund $ 6,807.70
Health Care Sales Tax $ 18,357.33

Payroll Clearing $ 45,768.30
Next Gen. E911 $. 935074
TOTAL $187,434.17

The commissioners and Fritz discussed the following:

L.

o
3

Ifland discussed H Rd between Hwy 9 and 240 Rd. Ifland stated there may be a need for
additional materials. Fritz will look at this location.

[fland thanked Fritz for working Q Rd, the detour route.

Ifland stated he did get contacted about 300 Rd between Q Rd and R Rd. Ifland shared
with the individuals that this is not the detour route, and the traffic needs to be using that
route.

Peterson stated an individual asked to swath the ditch on H Rd. The commissioners agreed
to allow this individual to swath the grader ditch.

Gwennap discussed X Rd, South of Hwy 36. Fritz stated it will be worked when it dries
out.

Gwennap asked about the bridge banister on 140 Rd between Y Rd and Z Rd. Fritz stated
the materials are here and he will get the repairs completed.

Gwennap discussed prepping 170 Rd between T Rd and U Rd for gravel.

Gwennap discussed a bridge South of AA Rd between 100 Rd and 110 Rd. Gwennap
stated additional material is needed and a blade needs to do some work in the grader ditch.

Jordan Dettmer with Penco Engineering joined the meeting.

9.

Gwennap asked about the work that will be completed on Q Rd, South of 50 Rd. Fritz
stated they will be knocking down the banks for the landowner to put up fencing. Gwennap
also discussed the bank work on Q Rd, North of 30 Rd.
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10. Gwennap discussed tools purchased in Menards in Missouri.

Dettmer stated he is here for the bid opening for the bridge, off-system #155 on 140 Rd between E Rd and
F Rd. Currently this bridge is on a 6-month inspection schedule. The engineer estimate is $69,400.00. The
bids are as follows: L & M Contractors of Great Bend $109,600.00 and Bridges Inc. of Newton $134,500.00
and Reece Construction of Salina $109,535.72. Once the bridge is repaired, it will be posted at 27 tons.
The discussion of what the best options are for the bridge. After much discussion all bids were rejected,
and another option will be pursued. This other option is to install 1 tube and create a low water crossing.

Dettmer also presented the commissioners with the 2025 bridge inspection reports.
Dettmer left the meeting.

William Walker joined the meeting.

Chris Jones joined the meeting and stated he is headed out to spray.
Jones left the meeting.

A motion was made by Gwennap and seconded by Peterson to convene in executive session at 9:43
a.m. for 15 minutes to discuss non-elected personnel, potential employee. Motion carried
unanimously. Maxwell left the meeting. Also in the session was Mitch Fritz and William Walker.
Walker left the session at 9:59 a.m. and returned at 10:02 a.m. No action was taken. Regular session
reconvened at 10:03 a.m.

Walker left the meeting.

Maxwell rejoined the meeting.

Allen Lanus joined the meeting.

A motion was made by Peterson and seconded by Gwennap to offer full-time employment to William
“Chris” Walker. Motion carried unanimously.

11. Fritz discussed Q Rd between Hwy 36 and 140 Rd. The commissioners stated it will need
to dry a little before any work can be completed.
Fritz left the meeting.

Laura Hageman joined the meeting.

Lanus discussed the following:
1. Lanus shared he has 3 dispatchers completing KCAMP University training.
2. Lanus also shared that T-Mobile is doing some testing in the area.
3. Lanus reported law enforcement did attend the local hero day at Tractor Supply over the
previous weekend.
Laura Hageman left the meeting.
4. Lanus shared that Glassman Corporation is at the facility today to replace the mixer valve on
the hot water heater.
5. Lanus shared a resume that was received through Indeed.
6. Lanus reported they did place a Facebook post in regard to the difference in the sirens.
7. Lanus reported Tiffany Wiseman and Austin Davis have completed the Corrections Officer
training.
Hageman rejoined the meeting.
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Lanus left the meeting.

Hageman reported the following:
1. Hageman stated she will be off June 6-June 13.
2. Hageman shared the safety committee will be meeting on May 29",
3. Hageman stated the Health Department will be hosting the community baby shower on June
7,
4. Hageman will be attending the training June 24-June 25.
5. Hageman presented the commissioners with a proposed contract between USD #237 and the
Smith County Health Department.
6. Hageman shared the Smith County Community Foundation, did award us the grant for | AED.
7. Hageman also shared that she submitted the sidewalk grant to the City of Smith Center. The
City will fund 2 of the funding, up to $2,000.00. Hageman also shared that she had handrails
quoted as well and if she is awarded the grant, she would like to move forward with the
handrails at the same time. The estimated cost to the health department will be $4,110.78.
Hageman stated she is looking for other grant opportunities for more funding for the project.
8. Hageman discussed the evaluations and KCAMP University training.
Hageman left the meeting.

Doug Armknecht joined the meeting to discuss the Race to the Center Half Marathon. Armknecht shared
the current route is certified for one more year. Armknecht shared that the committee is still trying to
determine if there is another route that can be certified. Armknecht asked the commissioners if they would
continue to support the Race to the Center in 2025. Armknecht shared that over the last 8 years, over 500
people have participated. The commissioners are in support of the Race to Center, scheduled for September
13, 2025,

Armknecht left the meeting.

At 11:15 a.m. a motion was made by Ifland and seconded by Peterson to adjourn as there was no
further business the meeting was adjourned. Motion carried unanimously.
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s Gwennap, Chairman

Attest: Kurt Ifland, Metaber

M/ Brady )./i),éterson, Member
Ashley Maxwell, County Clerk

These minutes are not official until signed by the county commissioners and attested to by the County
Clerk.
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