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Journal of Proceedings for the Smith County Commissioners

May 6, 2013
The County Commissioners met in regular session on May 6, 2013 in the County Commissioners’ Room.  Present were Dale Pickel, Denise Sasse and Roger Allen, Commissioners.  Also present was Sharon Wolters, Clerk; Phillip Pennington, Road Supervisor and Mitch Fritz, Blade Foreman.
Commissioners delayed the reading of the minutes from the April 29, 2013 regular meeting until later in today’s meeting. 

The chairman reviewed and signed the Treasurer’s daily balance sheet.  The clerk attested his signature.

Commissioners approved the agenda.
 
Commissioners reviewed the mail.

Commissioners approved voucher #27614 from the EMS account for $21,985.00.

Commissioners approved payroll #9 for $83,764.71.


Vernon Reinking joined the meeting and discussed some items found in the back room of the Treasurer’s office.  Commissioners agreed to allow Reinking to contribute the items to the Smith County Historial Society.
Commissioners opened the single bid for the Clerk of the Court computers.  Commissioners accepted the only bid received in the amount of $30.00 bid for the computers.
Kerry Rothgeb, from JRK Construction, discussed the road maintenance on C Road.  Mike Nelson, John Clark and Jerry Yirku, JRK employees also joined the meeting.  Rothgeb reported that he was on C Road and observed a dually pick-up driving on C Road at a speed that was not safe.  Rothgeb also indicated that the road can be completed one mile at a time.  Rothgeb reported that he recommends completing the project while the road is closed and then allowing vehicles to travel the road to test how the surface holds.   Sasse asked some questions about building the road.  Allen suggested closing the road a mile at a time while they work on each mile.  Rothgeb suggested that the county publish closing half of the road in the future.  Fritz suggested closing the road and detouring if the weather permits.   Fritz discussed the windrow and said it was loose and when people drive on the windrow they are more likely to have damage from loose rock.  Sasse asked about the right-of-way.  Pennington reported that the county road workers have the right-of-way.    Rothgeb reported that Kansas T-Works policy indicates that the road workers have the right-of-way.
Travis Hunter and Lacey Hunter joined the meeting and discussed C Road rock project.  Lacey Hunter provided a list of damages for her vehicles and an estimate for a rental vehicle and asked for the county to pay for the damages and for use of a rental truck while the pick-up fender is being repaired.   Hunter stated that she believes repair is the responsibility of the County.   Travis Hunter also provided pictures for review.   Travis Hunter reported that the maintainer and roller did not move over for him.  Lacey Hunter reported that they have to travel the road to get to work.  Sasse reported that the county road workers have the right of way while a road is under construction.   Hunter indicated that he needs to move his equipment from this location if the commissioners do not stop using the green rock.  Sasse discussed using L Road and the highway as alternate routes.  Hunter provided a written description of the incidents.   Lacey Hunter asked the commissioners about stopping the project.  Allen indicated that the project is a test and the county must have time to complete the project.   Sasse indicated that in the future we will close the road a mile at a time during the construction period.   Sasse also reported that she told the Hunters that the county does not pay for tire repair.  
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Commissioners indicated that the roads must be traveled at your own risk.  Allen explained that the project was a test that will save the county a significant amount of money.  The commissioners agreed to discuss the claim with the county insurance company.   Allen reported that the county has posted warning signs and someone has been stealing signs from this location.  Allen also indicated that the speed limit will be changed to a lower rate for future projects.   Sasse reported that she has asked the tire repair business in Kensington to keep track of any additional tire damage which may have been caused by green rock from the road.   Fritz reported that the county is working on C Road today.   Allen indicated that he wished to contact the sheriff to discuss monitoring traffic on C Road.
Commissioners corrected and approved the minutes from the April 29, 2013 regular meeting. 

Pennington discussed the following:

1. Pennington discussed sign repair.  Pennington discussed reprimanding employees who have not completed assigned tasks.  Fritz reported that he has instructed the sign employee to complete repairs of damaged signs discussed at the location.  Pennington stated that he wished to have Sasse know that he was taking action on requests and will follow up later today.   

2. Commissioners instructed Pennington and Fritz to close a mile of road at a time for the rest of the C Road project.

Dave Tucker, Landfill Supervisor, joined the meeting and discussed the following:

1. Commissioners reviewed a letter from Jewell County concerning the waste disposal agreement.  Sasse made a motion to refuse the counter offer from Jewell County and renew the agreement as originally submitted to Jewell County on April 8, 2013 only.  Pickel seconded the motion and Allen made it unanimous.  

2. Tucker discussed a debris management disaster plan.   Wolters asked Tucker to contact Debbie Hays, Emergency Manager, for additional information.

3. Tucker reported that Miller Welding has completed all of the trash screens.  Allen asked Tucker to contact Road Dept. to arrange moving the screens to the landfill.

4. Tucker discussed digging a C&D pit to save space in the main pit.  Tucker agreed to discuss with DeBoer about the cost of digging the C&D pit.
5. Tucker reported that he had some repairs done on the loader.

6. Tucker discussed trash pick-up.  Tucker indicated that the high winds have made it difficult to keep the trash cleaned up.
Patrick Eastes, EMS Director, joined the meeting and discussed the following:

1. Eastes asked about posting an EMS fund raiser sign at the courthouse.  Wolters agreed to post the sign.

2. Eastes discussed vehicle maintenance.

3. Eastes reminded the commissioners about the May 9, 2013 Communications Board meeting held at the EMS Building.

4. Eastes presented the April 2013 statistical reports.  EMS received 43 calls in April.

Laura Hageman, County Health Nurse, joined the meeting and discussed the following:

1. Hageman discussed the meeting held Friday, May 10, 2013, for the health department.

2. Hageman reported that she will be attending a meeting for the Rgional County Health Department Supervisors.  
3. Hageman reported that she will take a vacation day on May 14, 2013.
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4. Hageman provided a copy of a report from a county health initiative.  Hageman asked the commissioners to review the information and let her know which meeting they wish to attend.

A motion was made by Allen and seconded by Pickel to convene in executive session to discuss non-elected personnel from 11:00 a.m. until 11:10 a.m.  Also in the session was Laura Hageman.  Regular session reconvened at 11:10 a.m.  No action was taken.
Wolters reported that Christy Timmons has accepted the bid offer for painting the courtroom and has started that project.
Commissioners signed a letter addressed to the Jewell County Commissioners concerning the mutual landfill agreement.

Wolters discussed the personnel policy for holiday pay.  Wolters indicated that the policy needs to be changed due to the change in landfill hours.  The commissioners agreed to strike the last sentence of the personnel manual on page 12 as follows:

STRIKE THE FOLLOWING: If a holiday falls on Monday, the landfill employees shall receive a holiday on the prior Saturday or the following Tuesday.

Commissioners agreed to allow Reinking to dispose of the items found in his back room as he deems best.

Commissioners approved the establishment of a GIS committee as recommended in the GIS Strategic Plan as presented by Jessica Frye, AOS.  Wolters agreed to contact the recommended parties to set a meeting date.
Commissioners reviewed a letter from KWORCC which included an annual financial statement for KWORCC.
Wolters provided a copy of an information sheet provided by the Options: Domestic & Sexual Violence Service.

Commissioners reviewed a copy of the Hodgeman County resolution concerning balancing all Federal and State Budgets.  No action was taken at this time.
Commissioners reviewed the information from the ROZ program provided by the Department of Commerce.

Allen and Pennington Agreed to view C Road project and the accident scene on 160 Road ½ north of Kensington.

As there was no further business, the meeting was adjourned.
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These minutes are not official until signed by the county commissioners and attested to by the County Clerk.


