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Journal of Proceedings for the Smith County Commissioners

June 3, 2013
The County Commissioners met in regular session on June 3, 2013 in the County Commissioners’ Room.  Present were Dale Pickel, Denise Sasse and Roger Allen, Commissioners.  Also present was Clerk, Sharon Wolters; and, Phillip Pennington.
Commissioners approved the minutes from the May 28, 2013 regular meeting. 

The chairman reviewed and signed the Treasurer’s daily balance sheet envelopes.  The clerk attested his signature.

Commissioners approved the agenda.
 
Commissioners reviewed the mail. 

Commissioners received a letter from Merry VanderGiesen with Proof of Insurance for the 4th of July fireworks.     Commissioners officially approved the use of the Fairgrounds for the July 4th fireworks display sponsored by Jiffy Burger.

Commissioners reviewed a letter from the Jewell County Commissioners which ended the solid waste agreement between the two counties as of June 1, 2013.  Commissioners agreed to discuss the letter with Tucker later today.

Commissioners approved voucher #27757 from the Road Fund for 20.90.
Commissioners approved Payroll #11 for $87420.57.
Phillip Pennington, Road Supervisor, discussed the following:

1. Pennington discussed the job applicants for the road department position.  Commissioners authorized Pennington to review the applicants and use his judgment on hiring new employees.
2. Ted Mogan joined the meeting and stated that his first day back to work will be June 6, 2013.  Commissioners reported to Mogan that we will have FEMA work for two disasters.
3. Pennington asked about contacting Otto Levin.  Commissioners reviewed conditions on 190 Road between C & D Roads.   Commissioners contacted Otto Levin by phone and asked if he could come and meet with the commissioners and travel C Road.  Commissioners reported that C Road between 170-190 Roads has not been completed at this time.   Pennington indicated that moisture is needed before the road department employee will be able to blade it.   Sasse asked Levin if he will be able to meet with them this afternoon.   
Dave Tucker, Landfill Supervisor, joined the meeting and discussed the following:

1. Commissioners discussed the Jewell County agreement.  Tucker asked about what the commissioners wished to do with the recycled trash collected from the recycling trailers.   Tucker indicated that Phillips County Commissioners are discussing an agreement to accept our recycled materials in today’s meeting.   Tucker indicated that Osborne County is currently just accepting a limited amount of recyclables.
2. Tucker asked about a driver for the recycle pick-up.  Commissioners asked Tucker to call Kingsbury and see if he is interested in resuming the part-time position driving the recycled materials to the end point for delivery.  Tucker agreed to wait until the Phillips County Commissioners make a decision on an agreement.
3. Commissioners contacted Eric Dunstan from Mitchell County to ask about his recycling service.  Dunstan indicated that he does curb side pick-up and charges the individual customers a fee.

Patrick Eastes, EMS Director, joined the meeting and discussed the following:

1. Eastes reported that the new back-up generator is completely installed and has been tested.  

2. Eastes reviewed the county’s position on a Medicare reimbursements and the need for a required letter of support.  Commissioners signed a letter stating that they will authorize reimbursements to Medicare if needed due to over-payment.
3. Wolters reported on FMLA policy and procedure.  Commissioners agreed to retain Kenneth Pennington in a full-time position in order to meet current staffing needs and instructed Eastes to adjust the schedule to accommodate Pennington. 

4. Eastes reported that Medic II has been repaired.

Wolters reported that Debbie Hays, EM, has filed a disaster declaration with the state for the May 27 tornado.
Commissioners opened the sealed bids for the Clerk of the Court’s computer and the old air-conditioner from the third floor.  Commissioners accepted the only bid received for $20.00.   
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Dale Pickel made a motion and Denise Sasse seconded the motion to pass Resolution #13-13 to comply with the new ROZ agreements signed with the City of Smith Center.  Motion carried unanimously.

A motion was made by Roger Allen and seconded by Denise Sasse to pass resolution #13-14 removing gun posted signs from the courthouse and other county owned buildings in order to comply with the change in laws passed in HB2052.  Motion carried unanimously.

Commissioners discussed SB96 and decided not to add any additional county fee for MV renewals at this time.
Commissioners abated a landfill fee from one property.

Walt Keever joined the meeting and thanked Denise Sasse for attending High Plains Mental Health meeting held last week.  Keever indicated that Smith County was well represented.
Laura Hageman, Health Nurse, discussed the following:
1. Hageman indicated that she has prepared a letter for the count attorney to review.
2. Hageman reported that she has an employee who may need to be absent more than three consecutive days.  After reviewing the policy, the commissioners did not make any policy exceptions nor change the employees status to PPT from full-time.
Dennis Lehmann joined the meeting and discussed a drainage ditch he wishes to place in his field located in 26-4-14W which will need a drainage pipe under 240 Road between K & L Roads.  Lehmann asked the commissioners if they would allow him to install the pipe and what the commissioners wish to have for documentation to complete the project.  Pennington joined the meeting and reviewed the map provided by Lehmann.  Pennington suggested using the back hoe to trench across the road.  Pennington asked Lehmann to contact him when he was ready to complete the project.
Chris Jones and Dave Tucker joined the meeting.  Pennington asked Jones to spray for bindweed on the South City Limits Road west of Hwy 281.

Allen asked Jones to spray at some other locations on county roads.

Tucker returned to the meeting and reported that Phillips County wants to charge $20.00 per ton.  Commissioners wished to use the recycling trailers for recycling pick up and investigate finding another outlet for recycled trash. Commissioners instructed Tucker not to call Kingsbury about hauling recycling until we have a disposal agreement for the recycled trash.
Tucker discussed putting up hay at the landfill.  Commissioners instructed Tucker to mow the brome grass this year and they will revisit this topic next year.
As there was no further business, the meeting was adjourned.
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