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Journal of Proceedings for the Smith County Commissioners

March 2, 2015
The County Commissioners met in regular session on March 2, 2015 in the County Commissioners’ Room.  Present were commissioners Denise Sasse, Dale Pickel and Roger Allen.  Also present was Sharon Wolters, Clerk; and, Mitch Fritz, Road Supervisor.   
Commissioners approved the minutes from the February 23, 2015 regular meeting. 

Commissioners approved the agenda.
  
The chairman reviewed and signed the Treasurer’s daily balance sheet envelopes.  The clerk attested her signature. 
Commissioners reviewed a letter from Allen VanDriel concerning appointment of hospital board members.  The commissioners agreed to have Sasse contact a potential board member to see if he is willing to serve in the seat vacated by Burke Phelps if appointed by the commissioners.  Sasse agreed to contact the potential board member and commissioners agreed to continue the appointment process next week.

Thirl Sears joined the meeting and submitted her resignation as of April 30, 2015.  Commissioners discussed restructuring the position to include additional duties.   
Wolters asked what coverage the commissioners wished to have on the 2006 Malibu used by the County Sanitarian. Commissioners decided to carry liability and comprehensive coverage.  They did not wish to have collision.

Mitch Fritz discussed the following:

1. Sasse asked about moving a field entrance tube on 260 Road between K & L Roads.

2. Sasse reported the rock on two small bridges located on 220 Road west of L Road needs to be replaced.

3. Sasse asked about maintenance on 240 Road.  Sasse reported that she contacted the SCS office about this location.  Sasse visited with Gary Wolters, Soil Conservation representative.  Sasse had set up a tentative meeting with the SCS representative, dependent on whether or not their engineer could be present on March 16, 2015 at 1:00 p.m.  Fritz agreed to contact Jerol DeBoer, Penco Engineering, to represent the county.

4. Fritz reported that he met with Kerry Ferguson and reviewed his road maintenance requests.
5. Fritz reported that a tube was placed at 280 and Y Roads.
6. Commissioners discussed the right-of-way work for the City of Kensington.  Commissioners agreed to require the pipes that go under the road to have encasing pipes to facilitate future repairs.
Sasse made a motion and Allen seconded the motion to convene in executive session to discuss non-elected personnel from 9:05 a.m. till 9:10 a.m.  Also in the session were Mitch Fritz and Sharon Wolters.  Regular session reconvened at 9:10 a.m.  No action was taken.
Sasse received a call from Gary Wolters, Soil Conservation Service.  Wolters indicated that he did not presently think the SCS office can hire an engineer since the county retains their own engineer.  Sasse indicated that she did not feel there was conflict of interest between the two engineers.  Gary Wolters agreed to assist as much as is allowed under rules and regulations.  Wolters reported that the Division of Water Resources and the Core of Engineers are the agencies which make the decisions on water flow projects.  Wolters agreed to provide survey and mapping information for the county engineer to review.  Sasse asked Gary Wolters, and he agreed, to contact Kurt Ifland and tell him that the original discussion concerning the role of the SCS office is slightly different than reported in an earlier meeting.    Fritz also asked about the SCS’s recommendation to place a 5 foot tube at this location.  Wolters indicated that the county will need permission from an additional land owner before placing a tube at this location.

Dave Tucker, Landfill Supervisor, joined the meeting and asked the commissioners if they have any topics to discuss.  Tucker reported that the road department completed road maintenance at the landfill.  Allen asked about grinding the concrete pile at the landfill.   
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Held March 3, 2015

Patrick Eastes, EMS Director, joined the meeting and asked the commissioners about topics they wish to discuss.   Commissioners had no additional topics to discuss.

Chad Meyer, Communication Director, joined the meeting and discussed the following:
1. Meyer reported that he had a Nex-Tech technician come to complete some work on the county console.  The technician also suggested that the county have the repeaters serviced.  Commissioners approved getting quotes from Platte Valley and Nex-Tech for service.   
2. Meyer discussed some radio corrections that need to be made for clearer transmissions.  The Nex-Tech representative suggested a noise filter for the ambulances.  Meyer agreed to talk with Eastes and look for solutions.

Commissioners contacted the county attorney about a tax sale date.  The county attorney explained per phone the remaining requirements to set a tax date.  The county attorney offered an information sheet with answers to common tax sale questions. 
Commissioners approved a longevity wage increase for one employee.

Commissioners approved and signed a contract with Kimble Mapping for mapping maintenance for the appraiser’s office for 2015.

Chris Jones, Noxious Weed Supervisor, joined the meeting and reported that he will be gone tomorrow for a required core hour certification training.  Commissioners reviewed his agenda.
Wolters reported on the proposal from the Laura Hageman, Health Nurse, and Vernon Reinking, Treasurer, to share Sheena Dallman, Permanent Part-time employee.  Commissioners approved the request to use Dallman in both departments as needed.
Gladys Kennedy, representing the Smith County Historical Society, joined the meeting and asked for $3500.00 to pay expenses for the historical society.   Kennedy indicated that the insurance premium for the building cannot be paid without the county distribution.  Allen asked that the Historical Society submit a written request each June so the commissioners can budget adequate funds.   Allen said this will be the last year that the commissioners will pay without a written budget request.   Allen made a motion and Sasse seconded the motion to pay a one-time payment of $3500.00 in 2015.  Motion carried unanimously. 

ElDean Holthus joined the meeting and reported that the blademan who worked his road did excellent work.  Holthus thanked the commissioners for the grant received by The Ellen Rust Trust for the Home on the Range visitors’ information.  Holthus reported on a bill that passed the senate and will go to the house to name a segment of Hwy.8 The Home on the Range Highway.
As there was no additional business, the meeting was adjourned.
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These minutes are not official until signed by the county commissioners and attested to by the County Clerk. 

