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Journal of Proceedings for the Smith County Commissioners

March 25, 2013
The County Commissioners met in regular session on March 25, 2013 in the County Commissioners’ Room.  Present were Dale Pickel, Denise Sasse and Roger Allen, Commissioners.  Also present were Sharon Wolters, Clerk; Ted Mogan, Rock Foreman; Phillip Pennington, Road Supervisor; and, Mitch Fritz, Blade Foreman.  
Commissioners corrected and approved the minutes from the March 18, 2013 regular meeting. 

The chairman reviewed and signed the Treasurer’s daily balance sheet.  The clerk attested his signature.

Commissioners approved the agenda.
 
Commissioners reviewed the mail.

Commissioners approved Payroll #6 for $85,753.26.
Commissioners approved voucher #27398-27440 from the following funds:

General


11926.55


Road



79760.73


Noxious Weed


      55.46


Sm. Co. Health

  1564.07


Appraiser


    348.67


Solid Waste


    262.36


EMS



  1324.00


Employee Benefits

25569.00


TOTAL

      $120,810,.84

Wolters reviewed the Federal Allotment Funds for 2013.  Wolters reported that DeBoer wished to have some of the numbers discussed earlier clarified.  Wolters reported that the $720,000.00 figure reported in the 3-18-2013 minutes does not reflect approximately $532,000.00 that is already committed for projects that have been submitted.
Wolters discussed the April 2, 2013 election canvass.  Commissioners agreed to set the canvass for Thursday, April 11, 2013, at 8:00 a.m.

Wolters provided an updated report from Piper Jaffray for the hospital bond refinance.

Commissioners received a request from Developmental Services of North West Kansas for the commissioners to contact their legislators concerning funding for DSNWKs services provided in Smith County.

Commissioners discussed the 7 county LEPC agreement.  Smith County Commissioners agreed to the increase in the annual fee from $1200.00 to $1500.00 and to remain in the 7 county environmental group.

Commissioners reviewed a report from Sherry Koster concerning a request from Global Country of World Peace to have the waste disposal system at their compound treated as a single family system since only one person is living at the facility.  Koster reviewed the KDHE response to the request.  No change was made in the current systems status.
Gary Arment joined the meeting and discussed the bridge on F Road.  He wanted the commissioners to know that when we have heavy rains the bridge has water over it.  
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The bridge on F Road is also the only all-weather road out of his property.  Pennington indicated that a bridge replacement was planned at this location.

Phillip Pennington, Road Supervisor, discussed the following:

1. Pennington discussed the bridge on 190 Road and Z Road.  Pennington indicated that the landowner wished to know the commissioners future plans for the bridge at this location.  

2. Allen discussed motor grader standby policy.  No change was made to the policy at this time.
Allen called the hearing for the official closing of N. College Street and a portion of W. Emma Street in the Unincorporated City of Harlan, Kansas to order.  No opposition to the closing was heard.  The road was officially closed.

A motion was made by Roger Allen and seconded by Dale Pickel to convene in executive session to discuss non-elected personnel from 8:55 a.m. till 9:30 a.m. Motion carried unanimously.  Also in the session were Mitch Fritz, Phillip Pennington, Ted Mogan and Sharon Wolters. Regular session reconvened at 9:30 a.m.  No action was taken at this time.
Glen VanderGeisen and Kelly Lyon joined the meeting and discussed the new landfill hours.  Lyon explained how the change in hours affects his business.   VanderGeisen also indicated that the wind policy affects his business as well.  Tucker discussed the reasons for closing the landfill due to winds.   Commissioners agreed to review the hours.
Judy McCartney joined the meeting.  Roger Allen called the official road closing to order.  No opposition was heard.  Commissioners officially closed CC Road between 20 Road and Hwy. 281 road.

Patrick Eastes joined the meeting and discussed the following:

1. Eastes presented the statistical information for the month of February. EMS received 39 calls in February.  

2. Eastes discussed FMLA and a change in status for Kenneth Pennington from part time status to Permanent Part-time status due to an extended sick leave of another employee.
Chris Jones, Noxious Weed Supervisor, reported on the HHW pick up schedule.  He reported that the City of Kensington asked to have HHW picked up all day on April 13, instead of May 11, 2013.  Allen made a motion and it was seconded by Dale Pickel to leave the schedule as it was published. Motion carried unanimously.
Dave Tucker, Landfill Supervisor, discussed the following:

1. Tucker discussed the Jewell County Solid Waste Disposal Agreement.  Commissioners agreed to discuss changes with Jewell County.  Tucker reported that DeBoer indicated that Ellis County Landfill charges $55.00 per ton.  Wolters agreed to do some additional research.
2. Tucker discussed the new landfill hours.  Commissioners did not make any changes at this time.

3. Tucker reported that there will be a demonstration of the Posi-Shell spray later this week.

4. Tucker reported that he plans to attend a training session in Colby.

Under-sheriff, James Dean and Jacob Schluckebier joined the meeting.  Dean introduced the new Smith County Sheriff’s officer, Jacob Schluckebier, to the commissioners.
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Laura Hageman, County Health Nurse, joined the meeting and discussed the following:

1. Hageman discussed the Health Advisory Board for Smith County.  Hageman asked about scheduling the meeting for April 30, 2013.

2. Commissioners provided a copy of the LEPC vote on increased annual membership fee and on continuing the 7 county LEPC (Local Environmental Protection Committee).

3. Hageman reported that she has a meeting in Beloit and requested time off on Friday, March 29, 2013.

4. Hageman discussed collection of past due payments to the Health Department.  Hageman agreed to report back to the commissioners after she gets additional information.  Hageman discussed using ASRI as a debt collection agency.  Commissioners agreed to review the information.  Hageman provided a copy of the current bad-debt policy.  Commissioners agreed to ask the county attorney to send a letter representing the county.
Kathy Hansen discussed an extension request for a Neighborhood Revitalization Project from Travis Conaway.  Hansen indicated that hardship case extensions have been given in the past if reasons were valid and not preventable by the land owner.  Commissioners approved the extension for one year.  Commissioners signed an extension letter.
Larry Fahrenbruch, representing Legal Shield, asked the commissioners to allow his company to offer Smith County employees identity theft and Legal Shield policies to the employees of Smith County.   Commissioners did not wish to allow employees to be solicited at this time.
Margaret Doxey joined the meeting and discussed the following:
1. Doxey discussed the headsets bought for the communications department by the previous supervisor.  The headsets were not compatible with the communications department phone system.  Commissioners discussed disposal of the headsets.  Wolters agreed to put it on Nex-Tech.
2. Doxey discussed security and radios.

3. Doxey discussed putting a blind at the dispatch window for privacy.

4. Doxey reported that she was checking about putting a microphone in the dispatch facility so they can hear people in the lobby without breaching security.

5. Doxey discussed medication distribution for the inmates.  
6. Doxey discussed the communications office air conditioner.

7. Doxey provided a copy of a letter from the district judge asking about making the dispatcher notaries.  No action was taken at this time.
Wolters reviewed the price of the insurance for adding the buildings, lights and other items located at the Legion Ball Fields which are owned by the County.  Commissioners agreed to insure only the buildings at this time.
Pickel agreed to amend the motion made in the March 18, 2013 meeting, and Sasse agreed to second the amended motion to read as follows:

Pickel made a motion and it was seconded by Sasse to adopt Resolution 13-08 which is a resolution requesting the Smith County, Kansas Public Building Commission to proceed with the sale of of refunding revenue bonds for the purpose of refunding the PBC’s outstanding revenue bonds, Series 2009; declaring an intent to enter into supplemental leases with the PBC relating to said refunding revenue bonds; and making certain findings regarding offering documents related thereto.
Motion for the preceding amended carried unanimously.
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Commissioners discussed changing the personnel policy to include a provision for exchange or transfer of sick/vacation/comp time from one employee to another.  Commissioners agreed to review the topic in the next meeting and detail the procedure for such transfers.
As there was no further business, the meeting was adjourned.
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These minutes are not official until signed by the county commissioners and attested to by the County Clerk.


