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Journal of Proceedings for the Smith County Commissioners

May 20, 2013
The County Commissioners met in regular session on May 20, 2013 in the County Commissioners’ Room.  Present were Dale Pickel, Denise Sasse and Roger Allen, Commissioners.  Also present was Sharon Wolters, Clerk.
Commissioners revised and approved the minutes from the May 13, 2013 regular meeting. 

The chairman reviewed and signed the Treasurer’s daily balance sheet.  The clerk attested his signature.

Commissioners approved the agenda.
 
Commissioners reviewed the mail.

Commissioners approved voucher #27706 from the road fund for $34,750.00.
Commissioners approved Payroll #10 for $83,958.64.
Allen asked Sasse and Pickel to consider denying the request from the Options Domestic & Sexual Violence Program as presented in the previous regular session.  Allen stated that he did not feel setting a precedent to give tax money to non-profit organizations is a good policy and will just increase the tax burden for the county property owners.  Pickel and Sasse stated that they did not wish to add any additional burden to the tax payers either.
Allen reported that he was contacted by Troy Kingsbury about putting up the hay on the county property.  Allen reported to the other commissioners that he told Kingsbury the commissioners decided in a previous meeting not to allow anyone to take hay from the property in 2013.

Bruce Lehman, Sheriff, joined the meeting and discussed the following:

1. Pickel discussed weather watching on the emergency service channel only.  Lehman reported that he has instructed all of his officers to use the VHF emergency service channel for all weather related transmissions and for all multi-jurisdictional scenes.  
2. Lehman also discussed stolen signs reported by the county.  Lehman reported that his department was able to recover some of the stolen signs.  
3. Lehman also reported that he has purchased a dryer for the law enforcement building.

Commissioners discussed maintenance of the courthouse lawn.  Commissioners instructed Wolters to call Hutchinson and asked for additional maintenance on the Veteran’s Memorial before Memorial Day weekend.  Wolters called Hutchinson during the meeting.


Phillip Pennington, Road Supervisor, joined the meeting and discussed the following:
1. Sasse reported a maintenance request on Q Road.
2. Pennington reported on maintenance on M Road between 140 & 160 Roads.
3. Sasse discussed maintenance on K Road between 60 & 70 Roads.  

4. Sasse discussed a complaint received from Annette Riley concerning damaged tires from C Road.  

5. Sasse reported that she also received a call from Lacey Hunter to discuss the damaged fender on her pick up.  Sasse informed Hunter that our insurance carrier has been notified.
Adam Rentschler joined the meeting to discuss communications and law enforcement policy on police escorts for funerals.  Rentschler asked what needs to be done in order to get police escorts for a funeral.   Rentschler asked what the policy is when a requests comes into communications for a police escort.  Commissioners asked Doxey to join the meeting.  Doxey joined the meeting and stated that they post any requests on the information white board.  Commissioners asked Doxey to notify the officer on duty by radio the day of the funeral.  Doxey agreed to notify the officer on duty the day of the funeral.
Commissioners signed an added tax statement for 2012.
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Brock Hutchinson joined the meeting and commissioners went with Hutchinson to view the courthouse grounds.  
Hutchinson agreed to complete additional maintenance on the Veteran’s Memorial on the courthouse lawn.
Dave Tucker, Landfill Supervisor, joined the meeting and discussed the following:
1. Tucker asked if the commissioners received a call from Jewell County concerning the waste disposal agreement.   No additional information has been received at this time.

2. Tucker reviewed the change to the personnel policy manual which was made due to the change in landfill hours.

Patrick Eastes, EMS Director, joined the meeting and discussed the following:

1. Eastes reported that CPS training is currently in process.

2. Eastes reported that the back-up generator at the EMS building will be installed this week.

3. Eastes discussed the damaged repeaters.  The Lebanon repeater will be hung after the setting brackets are made.  Wolters agreed to research if any of the repeater repairs has been paid without notifying EMC about the loss.
Wolters gave the commissioners notice from Schneider Electric of  Energy Program reimbursement due to the hospital for for 2013.
Sasse discussed the rock request from Jerry Hageman.  

Commissioners reviewed and signed an agreement with Nex-Tech to contract for lower rate service for our current phone lines.  
Deb Hays, Emergency Manager, joined the meeting and discussed the following:

1. Hays discussed weather watchers organization for Smith County.   Hays reported that she asked the communications department to send out weather warnings and the dispatcher on duty stated that he did not have time to notify weather watchers unless there is a warning in place.  Hays asked the commissioners if that was how they wished to have weather monitoring handled.
2. Hays reviewed the VHF resolution passed by the commissioners in 2011.   Hays indicated that the sheriff contacted Phillips County about the Phillips County REACT team assisting in communicating weather information over county lines.   Hays stated that Smith County weather watchers already have the Phillips County channel in their radios; but, law enforcement is not using the VHF frequency as required by the resolution so they were not aware that the information was already available.  Hays stated that she feels public safety is being compromised by lack of participation during severe weather situations by the sheriff’s department.
3. Hays addressed having a county-wide communications plan in place.   

Laura Hageman, Health Nurse, joined the meeting and discussed the following:
1. Hageman provided a budget request for NWKsAAA (Northwest Kanas Area Agency on Aging, Inc.)  The request is the same as last year.   Hageman reviewed how the service was used in Smith County.
2. Hageman reviewed her schedule for the next week.

3. Allen discussed the advisory board meeting.  Allen felt that training someone for Gerstenkorn’s job should be considered.

4. Hageman asked about shuffling the schedule when Gerstenkorn retires to hire a new full time person and allowing Lehmann to be permanent part time in the future.  Hageman asked if she could hire someone for a minimum of two months prior to Gerstenkorn retiring.  Wolters reviewed the 2013 budget requests for the commissioners.  Wolters stated that since Gerstenkorn plans on leaving mid-2014, the budget this year should reflect any changes in status.  Commissioners indicated that they support the need for at least two months of training for new staff.
5. Hageman discussed the Body Venture program.  
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Walt Keever joined the meeting and discussed the Annual High Plains Mental Health meeting in Hays on May 30, 2013.  Allen indicated that he is planning on attending.  Sasse indicated that she may attend as well.  Pickel did not commit at this time.

Pennington rejoined the meeting.

Sandy Kriley joined the meeting and requested maintenance on the ditches of the South City Limits Road by her residence.  Kriley provided pictures of the location.   Pennington indicated that he will contact Jones, Weed Department, and plant grass after the weeds are killed.  Pennington indicated that he can back slope the ditches at this location so that access for mowing would be possible.  Allen agreed that back sloping would be a good fix for the location.  Commissioners agreed to do additional maintenance at this location.
Pennington reviewed the cost of a roller and attachments.  

Commissioners attended the Multi-County Commissioners meeting in Osborne County at the Sunflower Bank.  Jewell County Commissioners were unable to attend.  Topics discussed were:


Appraiser’s Salary



Recycling Program and Osborne County discussed a new recycling center proposal



IRB’s issued in Mitchell County



Courthouse Improvements



Jail Keep



Road Rock, Road Maintenance & Road surfaces types for each county



Department of Labor reviews

Wolters discussed HB2052 which changes the concealed carry laws in Kansas.  Commissioners agreed to remove “no gun” signs from the courthouse doors due to the change in laws.

Commissioners discussed purchasing a new mower for fairground maintenance.  Commissioners authorized Pennington to purchase a mower from Landmark Implement.

Commissioners attended the Smith County Memorial Hospital Board Meeting.


As there was no further business, the meeting was adjourned.


Board of County Commissioners








_____________________________






 

Roger Allen, Chairman








_____________________________








Denise Sasse, Member 



Attest:






___________________________


_____________________________  
Sharon K. Wolters




Dale Pickel, Member
These minutes are not official until signed by the county commissioners and attested to by the County Clerk.


