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Journal of Proceedings for the Smith County Commissioners

July 15, 2013
The County Commissioners met in regular session on July 15, 2013 in the County Commissioners’ Room.  Present were Dale Pickel, Denise Sasse and Roger Allen, Commissioners.  Also present was Clerk, Sharon Wolters; and, Phillip Pennington, Road Supervisor.
Commissioners approved the minutes from the July 8, 2013 regular meeting. 

The chairman reviewed and signed the Treasurer’s daily balance sheet envelopes.  The clerk attested his signature.

Commissioners approved the agenda.
 
Commissioners reviewed the mail. 
Tabitha Owen, County Attorney, joined the meeting and asked commissioners if they needed any help from her in today’s meeting.  Commissioners had Owen review a letter and commissioners signed the  letter regarding maintenance of the county repeaters and antennas.

Commissioners approved Payroll #14 for $92,401.97.

Commissioners approved voucher #27983-27986 from the following accounts:

General


    195.28


Road



10843.25


Noxious Weed


        6.75


Solid Waste


      15.75


EMS



    100.00


TOTAL

         $11,161.03
Phillip Pennington, Road Supervisor, discussed the following:

1. Sasse discussed tube maintenance on 200 Road between J & K Roads.

2. Sasse asked about maintenance on 210 and L Roads.

3. Pennington discussed allowing county residents to remove snow and mow on the county road right-of-ways.  The commissioners indicated that tree trimming, mowing and snow removal would be permitted on the right-of-way but no road maintenance was to be done without written approval from Pennington.
4. Sasse discussed the blade operations for the county.  Pennington asked the commissioners about shutting down blade operations until we receive additional rainfall.  Commissioners instructed Pennington to halt all blade operations until there is adequate rainfall to make maintenance profitable.
5. Pennington provided a contract of the T-Works application to replace the bridge on O Road between 280 and 290 Roads.

6. Wolters reported that Brett Henry from ABBB Chtd. recommended a lease agreement for the purchase of the excavator and the roller.

7. Pennington asked about using Kenneth Pennington for additional help in the road department.  Commissioners approved using K. Pennington if needed.

8. Wolters gave Pennington a maintenance request for gravel on H Road.

Commissioners opened the single bid for the two ladders from the treasurer’s and clerk’s back room.  Commissioners accepted the bid.
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Dale Lyon joined the meeting.   Lyon stated that the road graders did a good job in his area.  Lyon also asked about funding for the Area Agency on Aging.  Commissioners stated that they received the request and will consider it at budget preparation time.
Lyon left the meeting.

Patrick Eastes, EMS Director, joined the meeting and discussed the following:

1. Commissioners instructed Eastes to replace the antenna on the Lebanon water tower and not put two parts from older antennas together to make a repaired antenna.  Commissioners also approved having Platte Valley put the Lebanon antenna back up today and to have Platte Valley make sure all antennas and repeaters are coordinated and working properly.
2. Eastes provided the June statistical report for EMS.  EMS received 37 calls in June.  Sasse asked about the Kensington, Medic 4, services.  Eastes reported that the Medic 4 calls are used based upon availability of service providers from the Kensington area.
3. Eastes reported that the state EMS standards recommend teaching proper lifting techniques to reduce work related injury.  Eastes reported that he has contacted a local weight lifting business to see about assessing and training employees for proper lifting techniques.  Sasse asked about the nature of the program.  Eastes reported that it is a continuing maintenance program.  Pickel asked about cost of the program.   Commissioners discussed different aspects of the training.  Eastes agreed to do additional research about continuing cost for employee participation.
4. Eastes discussed disposition of the Jimmy.  Sasse suggested listing the vehicle for sale on the radio.  The commissioners discussed the options available.  Commissioners decided the most efficient way to dispose of the wrecked vehicle is to sell it to a salvage dealer. The commissioners instructed Eastes to sell the vehicle to a salvage dealer.

5. Eastes provided information on EMS vehicle replacement.  Eastes reported that he looked at the landfill pickup.  Eastes felt that the ¾ ton pick-up from the landfill was not fuel efficient enough.  Eastes also provided information on a vehicle available from the State of Kansas Surplus.  Eastes showed the commissioners an Avalanche available from the Kansas Surplus. The commissioners asked several question about the vehicle.
Arlene Ratliff joined the meeting and left a letter for the commissioners to review.  Commissioners provided a copy of the letter to Pennington.
Laura Hageman, Health Nurse, joined the meeting and discussed the following:

1. Commissioners discussed LEPC vehicle tires.  Commissioners asked Koster to get bids from local vendors and purchase the tires.   Pickel agreed to assist Koster in assessing what type of tire was most suitable for the vehicle.

2. Hageman asked about taking two vacation days.  Commissioners approved the time off.

3. Hageman discussed sick leave for the health department.  Hageman indicated that the Health Department is short staffed at this time.
Commissioners contacted Brock Hutchinson from Hutch & Sons and asked about renewing the contact for the lawn and snow maintenance.  Commissioners offered Hutchinson the contract renewal at the current price. Hutchinson agreed to extend the contract at the current price for another year.
Commissioners reviewed an abated tax request and approved it.

Margaret Doxey, Interim Communications Director, joined the meeting and discussed the following:

1. Doxey reported that she has reviewed the tapes from some recent calls.   Intials ____ ____ ____
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2. Doxey asked about contacting an electrician to work on the communications department wiring.  Commissioners authorized Doxey to contact Vohs Electric.
Commissioners contacted Bruce Lehman, Sheriff by phone.   Commissioners asked Lehman if he could join the meeting.  Lehman agreed.

Lehman and Dean joined the meeting.  Commissioners discussed a letter from the sheriff’s department asking for lease prices.  Commissioners indicated that all lease agreements must be made by the commissioners.   Lehman indicated that he was trying to estimate lease pricing for vehicles in order to compare costs for his 2014 budget.
Lehman asked the commissioners to encourage people who witness suspicious behavior or criminal behavior to report it to the sheriff’s office.  The sheriff indicated that the caller may remain anonymous if they do not wish to give their name.

Sasse made a motion and Pickel seconded the motion to convene in executive session to discuss non-elected personnel from 11:30 a.m. till 11:45 a.m. Motion carried unanimously.  Also in the session were Doxey and Wolters.  Regular session reconvened.   Pickel made a motion and it was seconded by Allen to terminate the employee currently on six month probation.   Commissioners also instructed Doxey to see about hiring an additional dispatcher.  

Commissioners agreed to appoint Doxey as permanent Communications Director.  Doxey discussed pay level and commissioners said they would review pay levels at budget preparation time.  

Eastes returned to the meeting and discussed the antenna at Lebanon.  Eastes reported that Platte Valley is working on the antenna today.
Commissioners approved purchasing the 2007 Avalanche from the Kansas State Surplus.

A motion was made by Allen and second by Sasse to convene in executive session to discuss non-elected personnel from 12:00 noon till 12:15 p.m.  Motion carried unanimously.  Also in the session was Pennington. Regular session reconvened at 12:15 p.m. No action was taken.
Commissioners discussed the landfill pickup with Pennington.   Commissioners agreed to trade the 1988 GMC road department truck for the landfill 2009 Chevy pickup.  

As there was no further business, the meeting was adjourned.









_____________________________






 


Roger Allen, Chairman
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Denise Sasse, Member 



Attest:






___________________________



_____________________________  
Sharon K. Wolters





Dale Pickel, Member
These minutes are not official until signed by the county commissioners and attested to by the County Clerk.


