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Journal of Proceedings for the Smith County Commissioners
November 11, 2020

The County Commissioners met in a special session on November 11, 2020 in the County Commissioners’ Room. Present
were Commissioners Art Befort, Roger Allen, and Tom James. Also present were Ashley Maxwell, Deputy Clerk, Alex
Snyder representing the insurance committee, Julie Yarmer and Alicia Strother with Freedom Claims and Karol
Roadhouse with Blue Cross and Blue Shield joined via telephone.

Commissioner Befort opened the meeting with a recap of the meeting held November 9, 2020. Alex Snyder was
appointed to an insurance committee by the department heads of Smith County. He was then elected to be the
spokesperson for that committee and report to the Commissioners.

Discussion was held on the different plans that were proposed to Smith County for the 2021 calendar year. Roadhouse
discussed the BCBS plans and Yarmer discussed the additional plans through Freedom Claims. Snyder expressed his
concerns with the current employee premiums and out of pocket expenses.

Yarmer explained the 2 card system and how it compares to the plans the committee received from Blue Cross and Blue
Shield. Roadhouse expressed her concerns with switching from the current high deductible plan to the BlueEdge plan and
how that switch would affect several employees.

After discussion from all parties, the Commissioners approved the same benefit plan as the County had in 2020, lowered
the amount the county employees would have to contribute and add a Blue Cross and Blue Shield dental plan. Maxwell

and Snyder will provide assistance to employees to complete the necessary forms during open enrollment.

As there was no further business the meeting was adjourned.
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