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Office of the County Clerk

Journal of Proceedings for the Smith County Commissioners

April 24, 2023

The County Commissioners met in a regular session on April 24, 2023, in the County Commissioner’s
room. Present were Commissioners Kurt Ifland, Dale Pickel and Jim Gwennap. Also present was Ashley
Maxwell, Clerk, Mitch Fritz, Road Supervisor and Kristy Stewart, Health Dept. Supervisor.

At 8:30 a.m. Ifland called the meeting to order, and Gwennap opened with prayer.

A motion was made by Gwennap and seconded by Pickel to approve the corrected minutes from
April 17,2023. Motion carried unanimously.

A motion was made by Gwennap and seconded by Pickel to approve the agenda. Motion carried
unanimously.

Commissioners approved voucher #11198-#11237 and wires for the following accounts:

General $ 1476123
Road & Bridge $167,853.80
Noxious Weed $ 520.56
Health $ 2,663.60
Appraiser $ 53.88
Solid Waste $: 19222707
EMS $ 4,139.01
Special Alcohol Fund $ 51.31
Special Bridge Fund $ 3,979.50
Health Care Sales Tax $ 19,182.16
Next Gen. E911 $ 6,004.79
TOTAL $221,436.91

Commissioners approved payroll #9 for $119,665.16.
Commissioners approved 2 voided checks.

A motion was made by Gwennap and seconded by Ifland to convene in executive session for 10
minutes at 8:36 a.m. to discuss non-elected personnel, employee resignation. Motion carried
unanimously. Fritz and Stewart left the meeting. Also in the session was Ashley Maxwell and
Ashlynn Meyer. No action was taken. Regular session reconvened at 8:46 a.m.

A motion was made by Gwennap and seconded by Ifland to convene in executive session for S minutes
at 8:47 a.m. to discuss non-elected personnel, employee resignation. Motion carried unanimously.
Also in the session was Ashley Maxwell and Ashlynn Meyer. No action was taken. Regular session
reconvened at 8:55 a.m.

A motion was made by Gwennap and seconded by Ifland to accept the resignation letter from
Ashlynn Meyer, effective two weeks from April 26, 2023. Motion carried unanimously.
Meyer left the meeting.

Fritz and Stewart rejoined the meeting.

Stewart discussed the following:
1. Stewart stated the health department is continuing to see an increase in services.
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2. Stewart stated they updated their WIC statistics and WIC has doubled in number of participants
since COVID.

3. Stewart stated that the clinic and health department have partnered together with services that
are offered through the health department.
4. Stewart stated that they have added additional home health clients.
Stewart left the meeting.

Scott Brewer joined the meeting and stated he is presenting a bid for road maintenance for dirt and rock
roads. Brewer stated he bid per mile.

Brewer visited with the Commissioners about a real estate purchase he made on a sheriff’s sale. Brewer
stated he didn’t receive a deed at the sale and contacted several individuals about obtaining a deed. In the
end, he had to hire Darrell Miller to have a deed drafted for filing to obtain a deed. Brewer asked the
Commissioners for reimbursement for the deed work. The Commissioners agreed to discuss this issue with
Sheriff Lehman.

Brewer left the meeting.

ElDean Holthus joined the meeting and thanked the road department for maintaining 90 Rd between G Rd
and H Rd. Holthus explained that in the past, he maintained that road, but is unable to do so. Holthus asked
for the road department to continue to maintain this road in the future.

Holthus left the meeting.

Fritz and the Commissioners discussed the following:

1. Ifland discussed installing the tube on S Rd between 150 Rd and 160 Rd. Fritz stated they
installed the tube last week.

2. Gwennap discussed the extension of the concrete culvert on P Rd between 140 Rd and 130 Rd.
Fritz stated he hadn’t received anything from Solid Rock Construction at this time.

A motion was made by Gwennap and seconded by Pickel to accept the bid from Kline Construction
for $18,635.00. Motion carried unanimously.
Chris Jones joined the meeting.

3. Fritz shared they are rocking 110 Rd between BB Rd and DD Rd.

4. Fritz stated they are patching V Rd from 180 Rd, South. Fritz stated he is also patching on W
Rd between 190 Rd and 200 Rd.

5. Fritz stated the mulcher is down and he is waiting on 2 solenoids to repair it.

6. Ifland asked about whether JR Rice was able to fix the bridge on C Rd. Fritz stated he believed
that work was complete, but would check on it.

7. Fritz stated he visited the Phillips County Commissioners in regard to vacating A Rd last week
at the KAC meeting.

8. Gwennap shared information from the KAC meeting that was held last week in Colby.
Gwennap shared that multiple counties can apply for grant funding together. Gwennap asked
about the possibility of hiring an additional employee to assist with the duties of road
supervisor, road secretary and grant writing.

9. Fritz shared with the Commissioners the letter from the United States Department of the
Interior in regard to the 3 bridges located on the Bureau of Reclamation Facilities. Several
years ago, the County agreed to maintain these bridges.

Fritz left the meeting.

Jones discussed the following:
1. Jones shared with the Commissioners the blade he is going to utilize for trimming.
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