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Office of the County Clerk
Journal of Proceedings for the Smith County Commissioners

May 12, 2025

The County Commissioners met in a regular session on May 12, 2025, in the County Commissioners’ room.
Present were Commissioners Brady Peterson, Jim Gwennap, and Kurt Ifland. Also present was Joell
Wagenblast, Deputy Clerk, and Travis Story, Assistant Road Supervisor.

At 8:30 a.m. Gwennap called the meeting to order and opened with prayer.

A motion was made by Gwennap and seconded by Peterson to approve the 5/05/2025 minutes.
Motion carried unanimously.

A motion was made by Peterson and seconded by Ifland to approve the 5/12/2025 agenda. Motion
carried unanimously.

The commissioners approved voucher #1468 1-voucher #14240 and wires for the following accounts:

General $ 29.256.65
Road & Bridge $131,769.77
Noxious Weed $ 135.80
Health $ 13,343.08
Appraiser $  269.81
Patterson Family Grant $ 1,313.32
Solid Waste $ 1,372.81
EMS $ 5,058.35
Employee Benefits $ 25,349.99
Special Alcohol Fund $ 3.450.52

CVB $ 300.00
Health Care Sales Tax $ 4,387.17
Payroll Clearing $ 34,263.32
Next Gen E911 $ 6.17
TOTAL $250,411.76

The commissioners and Story discussed the following:

1.

2

Ifland discussed the conditions of the detour roads, he would like to remind the road
department to keep a look out for blowouts in the road and stay on top of them.

Ifland discussed the tube they had originally looked at putting in about 3 years ago at H
Road South of Hwy 9. He would like to see this project finished soon, so if it rains the
ditch can drain. Story stated the excavator is at F and 70 Road right now, and they have 3
more bridges they need to pull before they could get to this project. Currently, they only
have one employee that is comfortable moving equipment and currently he is grinding
rock.

Ifland asked if the Road Department could please go and place a stop sign at the intersection
of 300 and S Road. Story will try to get out there today.

Gwennap discussed the need for a long-term plan for road maintenance if the drought
continues. If it looks like it could rain this weekend, they need to hit the rock roads and
shape them and then get off them. Otherwise, they need to stick to working the dirt roads.
Gwennap received a call from a landowner about E road between 10 and 20 Roads. The
landowner owns both sides of the mile and he would like to put cattle guards up on both
ends. Story asked if he had any interest in vacating the road. Gwennap will follow up with
the landowner.
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6. Story stated they are back to hauling rock on P Road. They took a couple days off last
week, and laid gravel at a couple different road locations so that the grinder can get some
more rock built up.

7. Gwennap asked where they had been getting the water at for the P Road Project. Story
stated most of the water has been coming from the Water District, but they have gotten
some from the Landfill.

8. [Ifland asked if Story had time to look at the dirt banks on H Road yet. Story hasn’t made
it down there yet, Ifland has went and looked and he believes that the trees will be just as
much trouble as the banks.

9. Story informed the Commissioners that he received one application and will be setting up
an interview for next week.

10. Story discussed the bill for the fence repair and what the county’s responsibility was.

11. Gwennap asked if all the equipment was up and running, Story stated that the truck in Glen
Elder is still down there. As they are waiting to receive authorization to clear the code
from the company. Most of the truck drivers have driven the new dump truck and seem to
like it.

Story left the meeting.

Wagenblast shared a letter from the Kansas Historic Preservation Office about the Athol Community Hall
being considered to be listed on the Register of Historic Kansas Places at their next meeting.

Allen Lanus joined the meeting and discussed the following:

1.

2.
3.

7.
8.

Lanus informed the commissioners that Glassman Company is over at the jail working on the
shower in cell one.

Gwennap asked how many beds there are in the jail, Lanus stated there are 13 beds.

Lanus informed the commissioners there are 2 Sheriff Department employees going to a jailer
staff meeting next week.

Lanus informed the Commissioners that at the VFW tonight there is a Stag feed honoring all
first responders.

Gwennap asked if they had found anyone to wrap the AC lines in the Sheriff’s office. Lanus
stated Trenton Ringle is looking to order the wrap and ceiling tiles to replace the damaged ones.
Gwennap asked Lanus if the dispatchers are responsible for getting the meals and medication
for the inmates. Lanus stated that the night shift does prepare breakfast for the inmates, but the
Sheriff Department is responsible for the rest of the meals and the medications. Gwennap
stated they had given instructions that the dispatchers do not handle any medication, but he had
been informed that maybe this wasn’t the case always. Lanus will check into it.

Lanus discussed the Communication Facebook page.

Lanus asked about the gravel in front of the Sheriff’s office, the commissioners will talk to
Road and Bridge about it again.

Lanus left the meeting.

Commissioners discussed roads on the rock list.

Laura Hageman joined the meeting and discussed the following:

1=

2.

3.

Hageman informed the Commissioners she still doesn’t know what the WIC is going to look
like. There is a possibility that their funding could be decreased by $20,000.00.

Hageman informed the Commissioners that last week the state cut 56 positions at the state
level, a lot were in the immunization program.

Hageman discussed with the commissioners that there are 2 nurses scheduled to go to an
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4,

5.

6.

immunization conference, and at this point she doesn’t know if they will be going to it.
Hageman stated that on June 7%, the Health Department will be hosting the community baby
shower. There will be different vendors there and door prizes. It is open to the public.
Hageman informed the commissioners that she has been in discussion with the USD 237
Superintendent about the Health Department being the school nurse for the next school year.
She feels like the Health Department could do 8 hours for each of the RNs on staff for a total
of 16 hours, but they would always be on call.

Gwennap asked about how close the measle cases are to Smith County. At this time there are
cases in Reno County and Sedgwick County.

Hageman left the meeting.

Edith McClain, Bonnie Slavik, Terry Bohm, and Nadine Holmes, CVB members, joined the meeting and
discussed the following:

1.

2.

McClain discussed that some of the Airbnb in Smith County are registered with Airbnb and
some aren’t. They only collect the transient guest sales tax on the ones registered with Airbnb.
McClain asked when the lease for the billboard sign was due. Wagenblast looked it up and in
the past, it had been paid in August. Slavik asked if there was a way to get confirmation that
the billboard has been paid. Wagenblast will check into it.

McClain asked if there had been any bills turned in for Northwest Kansas Travel Council and
North Central Kansas Tourism. Peterson asked if there is a benefit to belonging to both.
McClain stated that there really isn’t much of a benefit to belonging to both, and she believes
that Northwest Kansas Travel Council is the better of the two to belong to. They are more
orientated to the same things that Smith County is into.

CVB members left the meeting.

At 11:12 a.m. a motion was made by Ifland and seconded by Peterson to adjourn as there was no
further business the meeting was adjourned. Motion carried unanimously.

Attest:
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Japfes Gwennap, Chairman
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Kurt Iﬂand Member

A

M a q. [,&,.,/éu‘ BradyéVP/lte'rson, Member

(léell A. Wagenblast, Depuy Clerk

These minutes are not official until signed by the county commissioners and attested to by the County

Clerk.
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