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The County Commissioners met in a special session on January 25, 2023, in the County Commissioner’s room.
Present were Commissioners Kurt Ifland, Dale Pickel and Jim Gwennap. Also present were Ashley Maxwell,
Clerk, Mitch Fritz, Road Supervisor, Chad Nillen, RWE, Bob Wagner, Larry Lambert, Kelly Lyon, Kristi
Jones, and Gayle Jones.

Kurt Ifland called the meeting to order.

A motion was made by Gwennap and seconded by Pickel to approve the agenda for January 25, 2023.
Motion carried unanimously.

A motion was made by Gwennap and seconded by Pickel to convene in executive session for 5 minutes
at 9:01 a.m. to discuss attorney-client privilege. Motion carried unanimously. Also in the session was
Tabitha Owen. Regular session reconvened at 9:08 a.m.

The Commissioners moved from the Commissioners room to the basement meeting room to accommodate the
crowd.

In attendance were the following people: Kurt Ifland, Dale Pickel, Jim Gwennap, Ashley Maxwell, Tabitha
Owen, Mitch Fritz, Gayle Jones, Kristi Jones, Larry Lambert, Kelly Lyon, Matt Brown, Drew Joy, Judy Joy,
Pam Gibble, Kim Phelps, Curtis Overmiller, John Overmiller, Norma Overmiller, Sandra Wick, John Rust,
Adrienne Alison and Chad Nillen.

Chad Nillen gave a breakdown of what RWE is and does. Nillen stated they need 20,000 contiguous acres for
the wind farm. Nillen also shared the target transmission line. Ifland asked about the requirements from the
county. Nillen stated there would be a road agreement with the county at no cost to the county. Gwennap
asked about when the designated roads would be discussed. Nillen stated that that information would not be
available until most of the land has been leased. Gwennap discussed several topics of concern moving forward.
Roy White joined the meeting.

Nillen discussed the light flickering on the turbines. Nillen stated that Kansas is currently in conversation
about the lighting at the legislative level. Nillen discussed the shadowing of the turbines. Gwennap discussed
the shadowing on residences. Nillen informed the Commissioners that there is a two-time fall down distance
from any occupied or operating structures. Nillen discussed the community involvement. Gwennap asked
about effects on fire departments, EMS and other first responders. Nillen stated the funds would be utilized
as the county sees fit. Nillen also stated that the approximate revenue to the county would be between
$1,000,000.00 and $1,500,000.00. Gwennap asked about the increase in land value. Nillen stated that the
turbines should not increase the value and if that happens, a discussion will be had with the county appraiser.
Gwennap asked about the formula for the revenue. Ifland asked about the local affect to constituents on their
utility bills. Nillen stated that there will not be an effect on utility bills. Gwennap asked about whether any
studies have been done regarding radio transmissions. Nillen stated he doesn’t personally know of any and
feels like if it were an issue, they would know about it. Gwennap asked about right of way distance. Nillen
stated the distance is two times from the edge of the right of way. Gwennap asked about whether or not they
have started conversations with Phillips County. Nillen stated at this time, they are focusing on Smith County.
Nillen stated that at some point they may reach out to the Phillips County and residents. Gwennap asked about
the number of job opportunities for Smith County. Nillen stated they will hire as many locals that qualify.
There will be approximately between 300-400 employees during construction and 12-15 permanent
employees.
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Gwennap asked about the economic impact of what items will be purchased locally. Nillen stated again, they
would like to utilize as many local companies as possible

Brittany Overmiller joined the meeting.

Gwennap asked if RWE has ever sold off after construction. Nillen stated they have sold off smaller lines, but
RWE?’s goal is to construct, maintain and operate their farms. Ifland asked about the lines. Nillen stated that
generally the lines are buried between 367-48”. It is usually 36 but if needed they could go down to 48”.
Ifland discussed the materials and fees associated with the roads. Nillen stated they would be responsible for
the materials and wages. Nillen stated generally they utilize gravel or rock. Ifland stated he doesn’t have
anymore questions. Gwennap stated this will be a learning experience for all parties involved, i.e. attorney’s,
engineers, Commissioner’s and the county attorney. Nillen stated they are in the infant stages of the project.
Nillen stated there are studies required to complete prior to starting construction. Nillen stated they are
required to install testing equipment prior to movement on the project. Nillen stated they need leased land for
the testing equipment.

Roy White asked about the lease 70/30 split. White asked if that was set in stone. Nillen stated that each
contract is 70/30 split, but is with each individual.

Fritz asked about the federally funded roads and bridges and he asked what happens if the bridge tonnage is
not high enough for the equipment. Nillen stated they will reach out to the feds and state and attempt to come
to an agreement.

Norma Overmiller asked if money is set aside in an escrow fund. Nillen stated they do that at year 15. Norma
also asked if a wind farm has been hit by a tornado. Nillen stated that yes they have and they have also had
turbines in category 4 hurricanes. If there is damage done by a turbine, RWE is responsible for payment of
those damages.

Ifland asked Nillen to speak of the noise level of the wind turbines. Nillen stated it is approximately the same
as a running refrigerator.

Fritz asked about damaged blades and where those will go if that happens. Nillen stated that now the blades
are recyclable. Nillen stated that he can’t say for sure that the landfill will never be utilized.

Adrienne Alison asked lifespan of the wind turbines. Nillen stated the lease is for a 30 year term. Nillen stated
that at the end of the lease, RWE will contact all individuals with a signed lease and inform them of what
direction the turbines are headed. There are times when the lease can be renewed.

Bob Wagner stated that he understands that RWE is committed to building a wind farm in Smith County and
that if that doesn’t work, RWE will move on to some where else to build a wind farm. Nillen stated that if the
wind farm doesn’t work out here, all individuals that had previously signed leases will keep the money RWE
has paid them. Ifland stated that the transmission line that was built through Smith County is a huge attraction
for RWE. Nillen stated that is correct.

Roy White stated that previously when they spoke with RWE there wasn’t a definitive line of the area where
they would place as there boundary line. Nillen stated that still at this time, there is not a definitive line. Roy
White asked the distance between land and overhead line or underground line. Nillen stated the overhead
reach is 10-12 miles and he is unsure of the underground distance.
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Adrienne Alison asked about the effects on hunting. Nillen stated they request no hunting with firearms or
bows during construction. Nillen stated that if you lease your land for hunting, RWE will pay the lease for the
area affected.

Adrienne Alison also asked about aerial crop spraying. Nillen stated that they will work with the landowners
during the spray season to keep the crews safe.

Adrienne Alison also asked about the acres that are out of use, who is responsible to notify the local farm
service office. Nillen stated RWE will work with the farm service office and the landowners.

Bob Wagner asked whether the Commissioners have talked to any other counties that have wind farms.
Gwennap stated he has talked to Commissioners from 5 different counties. Wagner asked about the counties
that have an operating wind farm, how do those county’s Commissioners feel about that. Gwennap stated that
there have been issues with each of the 3 that are up and running, but in all those counties all issues have been
rectified. Wagner asked bout the economic impact. Gwennap stated that each county is positive about the
revenue. Gwennap stated that the different conversations from the other counties the statements are that they
have been able to do things they previously couldn’t.

Norma Overmiller asked about the amount of electricity that is given off by the turbines. Nillen stated that the
turbine itself doesn’t give off any electricity. The electricity will be kept within the metal construction of the
turbine.

Kelly Lyon stated he has been involved in the clean-up stage of the construction in Campbell, Ne. Lyon stated
that with the construction, it does change the landscape a bit, but Lyon felt those changes had a positive effect.
Wagner stated he was also in that area of the wind farm and he was also very impressed with the improvements
in the roads.

Gwennap encouraged all in attendance to become informed and respect everyone’s decisions. If you have
questions or concerns, to please reach out to either the Commissioners or whomever. Gwennap stated the
economic impact of this project is huge. Ifland stated that at this point he isn’t for or against the project, but
is willing to inform himself prior to any decisions. Gwennap also advised all in attendance that he may not be
voting as he is in the middle of the project. Nillion state he has business cards for anyone in attendance and
will stay around to visit with anyone who has questions or comments.

As there was no further discussion, the Commissioners moved back to the Commissioners room to continue
the business meeting.

The Commissioners discussed the fair board barn construction. Gwennap stated he has concerns with the fair
board funding in the past. The Commissioners would like to invite the board to attend the meeting on February
.

The Commissioners discussed economic development. Maxwell shared with the Commissioners the email

communication with Melissa Romme, AdamsBrown, LLC. Maxwell will contact Tabitha Owen about the
steps to make economic development county-wide.
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