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Office of the County Clerk
Journal of Proceedings for the Smith County Commissioners
August 21, 2023

The County Commissioners met in a regular session on August 21, 2023, in the County
Commissioners’ room. Present were Commissioners Kurt Ifland, Dale Pickel and Jim Gwennap.
Also present was Ashley Maxwell, Clerk, Mitch Fritz, Road Supervisor, and Keith Wangerin,
EMS Director.

At 8:30 a.m. Ifland called the meeting to order and Gwennap opened with prayer.

A motion was made by Gwennap and seconded by Pickel to approve the minutes for the
8/14/2023 regular business meeting as amended. Motion carried unanimously.

A motion was made by Gwennap and seconded by Pickel to approve the amended agenda.
Motion carried unanimously.

The Commissioners approved #11700-#11702 and wires for the following accounts:

Employee Benefits $21,308.65
Payroll Clearing $33,662.12
TOTAL $54,970.77

The Commissioners initialed 3 voided checks.

Wangerin discussed the following:

1. Wangerin stated Raynor Door was here to work on the garage door that was damaged.
A motion was made by Gwennap and seconded by Pickel to convene in executive session at
8:36 p.m. for 10 minutes to discuss non-elected personnel, employee performance. Motion
carried unanimously. Also in the session was Ashley Maxwell and Keith Wangerin. Regular
session reconvened at 8:46 a.m.

The Commissioners and Fritz discussed the following:

1. Ifland discussed I Rd and 190 Rd. Ifland stated a tube is needed at this location.

2. Ifland discussed 300 Rd between E Rd and F Rd.

3. Gwennap discussed the pathway that has been created by individuals driving around
the barricades between the high school and Sunporch. Gwennap stated he had contact
with Dustin McEwen, USD #237 Superintendent and the school is in favor of making
that into a roadway. Fritz stated he will meet with Rick Hileman and check on any city
utilities prior to building the roadway.

4. Gwennap discussed the rocking on 50 Rd between O Rd and N Rd and 40 Rd between
O Rd and N Rd. Gwennap also discussed O Rd between 40 Rd and 50 Rd.

5. Gwennap also discussed 90 Rd and O Rd intersection. Also West of 90 Rd and N Rd
intersection.

6. Gwennap discussed 70 Rd, West of L Rd and the need to work this roadway before
school starts.

7. Gwennap discussed a tube at 60 Rd and N Rd. The top has been ripped off and it is

plugged.
8. Gwennap discussed North of N Rd and 60 Rd.
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The Commissioners discussed the electric meter at 90 Rd. The Commissioners stated
that if there will not be a blade parked there, there isn’t a reason to pay the fees. Fritz
will contact Rolling Hills to discontinue the meter.

The Commissioners asked Fritz about the BaseOne project in the Kensington area.
Fritz stated he is waiting on a water source.

Fritz shared with the Commissioners the FEMA prices for machinery costs. Fritz also
stated he is required to keep FEMA ledgers for the cost to resurface Q Rd between Hwy
281 and 310 Rd. The state is expected to pay Smith County $250,000.00 for the project,
as this will be the route for locals during the bridge replacement project on Hwy 281.
Fritz also discussed the request from the state to rock 300 Rd between U Rd and Y Rd.
The Commissioners discussed the need to work on the BaseOne project North of
Kensington before working Q Rd. The Commissioners discussed the water and length
of haul for asphalt millings. Fritz stated he will contact Ryan Rietzke to discuss asphalt
millings.

Dave Tucker joined the meeting.
Fritz left the meeting.

Tucker discussed the following:
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Tucker shared with the Commissioners the receipt for metal recycling.

Tucker stated the waste oil and tires were picked up last week.

Tucker discussed the propane contract for 2023-2024. The Commissioners agreed to
contract pre-paid 1200 gallons from Midway Co-op.

Tucker advised the Commissioners that the annual SWANA meeting will be October
3-5.

Tucker stated the fuel tank has been delivered.

Tucker stated Phillips Co. will be ordering Posi-Shell and splitting the load with Smith
County.

Tucker advised he had to put a new alternator on the loader.

Ifland shared he got a phone call from a constituent in regard to the construction and
demolition dumping fees.

Tucker stated his computer is acting up. He will be contacting Greg Hobelman.
Gwennap asked about where Tucker was at on the discrepancies at the old landfill.
Tucker stated he hasn’t been out there yet. Ifland stated he would come view the old
landfill and go through the discrepancies with Tucker.

Tucker left the meeting.

Tiffany Wiseman joined the meeting and discussed the following:
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Wiseman shared with the Commissioners that the E-Dispatch issue that was discussed
at the Communications meeting has been addressed.

Wiseman shared with the Commissioners the BLECO training is now allowing only 10
people at a time. Wiseman asked the Commissioners if she could send Kodie Bixler.
Wiseman stated the trainee can stay in the Kansas Highway Patrol dorms for free and
then the meals would be at the county’s expense. The Commissioners are in favor of
the training for Kodie.

Wiseman also shared that she has contacted the 911 Council. Wiseman stated that
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