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Journal of Proceedings for the Smith County Commissioners

October 28, 2013
The County Commissioners met in regular session on October 28, 2013 in the County Commissioners’ Room.  Present were Dale Pickel, Denise Sasse and Roger Allen, Commissioners.  Also present was Clerk, Sharon Wolters, Phillip Pennington, Road Supervisor and Ted Mogan, Rock Foreman.
Commissioners approved the minutes from the October 21, 2013 regular meeting. 

Commissioners approved the agenda.
 
Commissioners reviewed the mail. 

The chairman reviewed and signed the Treasurer’s daily balance sheet envelopes.  The clerk attested his signature.
Commissioners approved voucher #28745-28797 from the following accounts:


General



5972.32
 Co. Health



9084.48


Appraiser



  210.52   


Solid Waste



  111.92


EMS




5938.53


911 Fund 426



    36.27



TOTAL


        $ 21,354.04 

Kathy Hansen, Appraiser, joined the meeting and reported that Smith County was favored in the Section 42 Housing COTA decision.   Hansen reported that Smith County will not be required to return taxes previously paid.
Commissioners approved and signed a pay increase for longevity for Jim Parks.

Commissioners signed a letter of support for the City of Smith Center’s community van program.
Pennington and Mogan and Jerol DeBoer joined the meeting to discuss Federal Allotment funds. The following topics were discussed:
1. DeBoer presented a spread sheet showing the current funds available through the federal allotment program.   DeBoer reported that the state doubled one 2012 reimbursement for a single project.  The county will have to have the amount deducted from their next Federal Allotment Fund dispersement.
2. DeBoer reported that we have $493,000.00 available from federal allotment funds through year end 2013.

3. DeBoer reviewed the allotment funds available for immediate reimbursement.  DeBoer reported that there is approximately $150,000.00 of completed work eligible for reimbursement for completed projects.  Pennington agreed to submit the completed projects to the state for the reimbursement discussed.  
4. Commissioners discussed the hole east of Kensington.  DeBoer provided a map from the location for the commissioners to review.  DeBoer showed a map from 2011 with measurements that show the erosion and the bridge mentioned in the meeting on October 21, 2013.  DeBoer explained that the bridge was lower when measured than the dyke.   DeBoer’s opinion was that the hole put in the dyke was the most significant factor in the erosion at this location.  DeBoer stated that the elevation of the intersection should be lower than the dyke to prevent the same kind of erosion in the future.   
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5. DeBoer reviewed fracture critical truss bridges that have to be inspected.  Pennington reviewed each location.   DeBoer discussed bridges # 154, 2 & 218.  DeBoer indicated that these bridges need to be closed or replaced in order to avoid additional inspection costs in 2014.
6. DeBoer reviewed the list of bridges showing the current sufficiency rating and discussed repair and replacement needs.  DeBoer talked about critical inspection findings.   DeBoer suggested a county-wide bridge map that shows future plans for every bridge in the county.   
7. DeBoer advised Pennington to make sure the documentation on the bridge on 210 Road does not show that any part of the FEMA reimbursed funding is overlapped by Federal Allotment funds reimbursed on the same project.

8. Pennington discussed bridges and signs and noted that the deficiency shown in previous reports has been corrected.

Hansen rejoined the meeting and discussed the following:

1. Hansen discussed the Scope of Work reporting for the state.   Hansen reported that the report is a newer version of work completion plans previously collected.   Hansen explained that the new report has additional information requested by the legislature.   Commissioners asked question about appraisal of property in Smith County.  Commissioners reviewed and approved the Scope of Work report.
2. Hansen discussed software replacement for the appraiser’s office computers.   Hansen provided information for the commissioners to review.  Hansen will review her budget after the month end reports are complete to make sure funding is available for the purchase of needed updates of computers and software in the appraiser’s office and purchase the updates if funding is available.  
Commissioners discussed health insurance.  Wolters agreed to prepare a spread sheet on current costs and how changes might affect the current employee benefit structure.
Ryan Allen and Margaret Doxey, Communications Department, joined the meeting.  Doxey discussed a change in her status due to personal reasons.   Doxey asked for an unpaid leave of absence.   Doxey agreed to have the commissioners fill her position and only wished to remain in good standing to return to employment if/when she returns.   Commissioners agreed to accept Doxey’s resignation and stated that they appreciated her work and she would remain in good standing if she applied for future reinstatement.   Allen and Doxey recommended that the commissioners appoint Chad Meyer as Communications Director.  Commissioners asked Doxey to send Meyer over to the next commissioners meeting.
Commissioners dismissed to view road sites.

Commissioners will attend Kansas Association of Counties for three days this week.

As there was no further business, the meeting was adjourned.
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Roger Allen, Chairman









_____________________________









Denise Sasse, Member 



Attest:






___________________________



_____________________________  
Sharon Wolters, Clerk 




Dale Pickel, Member
These minutes are not official until signed by the county commissioners and attested to by the County Clerk.


