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Journal of Proceedings for the Smith County Commissioners

December 30, 2013
The County Commissioners met in regular session on December 30, 2013 in the County Commissioners’ Room.  Present were Dale Pickel, Denise Sasse and Roger Allen, Commissioners.  Also present was Clerk, Sharon Wolters, and Phillip Pennington, Road Supervisor.
Commissioners approved the minutes from the December 23, 2013 regular meeting. 

Commissioners approved the agenda.
 
Commissioners reviewed the mail. 

The chairman reviewed and signed the Treasurer’s daily balance sheet envelopes.  The clerk attested his signature. 
Commissioners approved Payroll # 26 for $92,087.76.
Pennington discussed the following:
1. Pennington asked Sasse about removing the fence west of L Road on the north side of 230 Road.  Sasse agreed to ask the land owner about the request.

2. Allen asked about a maintenance request on 90 Road between S Road and V Lane.  Commissioners agreed to complete work on the road in the same manner as the maintenance on V Road previously completed.

Pennington left the meeting.

Allen discussed bridge work on EE Road between 260 & 270 Roads.   Allen reported that the bridge can be replaced with two temporary tubes.  Allen will contact Pennington about the location.
Commissioners opened a bid for the communications department chair that is no longer being used.  Commissioners accepted the only bid received for $5.00.
Commissioners contacted Chris Jones, Noxious Weed Supervisor, who joined the meeting to discuss the weed agreement with the Kansas Department of Transportation.  Jones reviewed the contract and recommended that the county ask the state for an increase in cost reimbursement for weed maintenance for 2014.  Jones indicated that the hourly estimate will remain about the same for 2014.  Jones agreed to complete the form. 
Dave Tucker, Landfill Supervisor, joined the meeting.   Pickel discussed the hedge contract.  Wolters agreed to put the bid notification on the County Facebook page, on Nex-Tech and in the Smith County Pioneer classified ad section.   Commissioners agreed to accept bids until January 13, 2014 at 8:30 a.m.   All bids should be delivered to the county clerk’s office. 

Wolters provided documentation from Ken Beran, ABBB, Chartered, with reviews of 2013 budget analysis.  Commissioners agreed to make the recommended changes from Beran. 
Marvin Shipley joined the meeting and asked about maintenance on a tube located on 110 Road between BB & CC Roads.   

Commissioners reviewed Reagan Kirchhoff’s request for an extension for an NRP property.  Commissioners approved a single extension for the stick built house project.   Commissioners signed a letter authorizing the extension.

Pickel discussed a road maintenance request on T Road between 50 & 60 Roads.

Commissioners signed one pay increase.











Initials _____ _____ _____

Journal of Proceedings for the Smith County Commissioners




Page 2 of 2

Held December 30, 2013

Patrick Eastes, EMS Director, joined the meeting and discussed the following:
1. Eastes reported that one of the mobile units had a mechanical problem.  The unit is now repaired.

2. Eastes discussed an “Educational Incentive Grant” provided through the State of Kansas for EMT certification.  Eastes reviewed the changes in the grant program.  Eastes indicated that he has 6 people who would qualify for the grant if the commissioners wished to approve the continuation of the grant process in Smith County.  Allen indicated that he was in favor of using the grant program for Smith County residents.  Commissioners approved and the chairman signed an agreement. 

3. Eastes discussed picking up the new ambulance from The City of Newton the second week of January.  
4. Eastes asked the commissioners about replacing a decal on one of the currently owned vehicles at the same time that the new vehicle is marked.  Commissioners agreed to allow Eastes to replace the faded decal on one of the vehicles that is currently owned.

Wolters reported on the redistricting decision which will be reviewed in 2014.   Wolters agreed to contact Steve Thompason about a time to review the voter districts by evaluating mapping layer of voters.
Chad Meyer, Communications Director, joined the meeting and discussed budget expenses.  Meyer asked about purchasing a tablet or lap top for use in his department and for other job duties. Commissioners approved the purchase.
Laura Hageman, Public Health Nurse, joined the meeting and discussed the following:

1. Hageman asked the commissioners to clarify starting wage for a nurse.  Hageman reported that she would like to have starting wage at $19.00 plus $1.50 after January 1, 2014 for a total of 20.50.   Hageman also asked to increase the current person $.25 because of her previous time with the county.  Sasse suggested $19.50 for a starting wage in 2014 and leaving the current employee at her current rate of pay.   Sasse indicated that she was flexible on the starting wage.  Allen stated that $20.00 was his preference for starting pay.   Commissioners agreed on $20.00 as starting pay for registered nursing position in the health department.
2. Hageman asked about replacing three outdated computers for the health department.  Commissioners instructed Hageman to replace the computers that are currently running on the Windows XP operating systems.  Hageman agreed to get bids and make the purchase from the 2013 budget.
Deb Hays, Emergency Management, joined the meeting and reviewed her 2014 contract for emergency management services with Phillips County.  Commissioners agreed to adjust Hays’ salary by the amount previously given to Hays from State and Local Assistance Funding which will no longer be available through the state.  Commissioners signed the contract with Phillips County for emergency management services in 2014.
Commissioners reviewed the maintenance agreement for the AS400 and agreed to accept the 3 year maintenance plan.

Hansen joined the meeting and discussed the request from Theron Haresnape for solid waste fee removal.  Commissioners instructed Wolters to qualify the abatement by having Haresnape provide proof that the house was being destroyed on had no accessible heat source or water source.
As there was no further business, the meeting was adjourned.
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These minutes are not official until signed by the county commissioners and attested to by the County Clerk.


